PLO seeks Soviet support 

NICOSIA (R) — A Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) delegation 
flew to Moscow Wednesday seeking Soviet support to abort a U.S. “war 
-plan” in the Gull, a Palestinian official said. 

Yasser Abd Rabbo, member of the delegation, said tint the PLO would 
also propose a meeting of foreign ministers from (be Soviet Union, Arab 
and West European countries to find a peaceful solution to the Gulf crisis 
by linking it to a settlement of the Palestinian issue. "It asms at finding a 
Palestmiaa^viei-Europan political coordination to abort the war plan 
prepared by Washington mid provide a bigger opportunity to settle 
regional conflicts on a balanced and just basis.” be said. Abd Rabbo, wbo 
visited Iraq last week, is acco m pa n ied by another member of the FLO 
Executive Co mmittee Mahmoud Abbas. U.S. President George Bush has 
rejected an “initiative" by Iraq Unking the Gulf crisis with other 
unresolved Middle East issues. Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev has said 
he saw a link and renewing his call for a Middle East pa wn conference, 
but insisted Moscow would accept nothing less thgn a total Iraqi 
withdrawal from Kuwait. 
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f British MPs en route to Baghdad 

AMMAN (R) — Three British opposition members of parliament arrived 
•>in Amman Wednesday en route to Baghdad, hoping to “talk peace” with 
President Saddam Hussein. “We*ve come here on a mission of peace,” 
said Dennis Cana van. a member Of the Labour Parry. “We're here to talk 
peace, not to talk war," said Bob Parry, the group's leader. “That's been 
the (rouble in this war saga in the Middle East. There's not been enough 
talk that it could be solved peacefully... and we believe it can be done..." 
Parry said he brought some 28 letters and money from friends and 
relatives of Britons held by Iraq at strategic sites to deter a Western attack. 
“I believe some of the people are very iU in Baghdad and we're certainly 
going to make a representation on their behalf,” he said. The MPs are the 
first in a group of European legislators due to go to Baghdad to discuss 
peaceful solutions to the Gulf crisis. The group, calling itself the 
Conference for Peace in the Middle East, is made up of Irish, Italian and 
Maltese legislators including former Maltese Prime Minister Dorn 
Mintoff. Between 14 and 20 of them are expected to go. 
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Rabat summit seeks Arab U.N. chief pleads for 
formula to end Gulf crisis dialogue in Gulf crisis 

King HuSSOln, BOHJOdld 3nd HctSSOH II moot Perez de Cuellar ready to study Iraqi invitation 


By a Jordan Times staff 
reporter with agency 
dispatches 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein, 
Algerian President Qiadli Ben- 
jettid and King Hassan n of 
Morocco held a mini-summit 
Wednesday in Rabat in a bid to 
pave the way for an Arab solution 
to the Gulf crisis. 

No immediate details were 
available of the meeting, held 
behind dosed doors, but in- 
formed sources Said in A mman 

the focus of the summit was a new 
Arab initiative to resolve the Gulf 
crisis triggered by Iraq's takeover 
of Kuwait Aug. 2. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, reporting King Hussain’s 
arrival in Rabat, said that the 
meeting was expected to cover 


the “latest developments in the 
Arab World and the Gulf crisis.” 
The s ummi t leaders, it said, “will 
attempt to find an Arab formula 
to resolve the Gulf crisis.” 

The King is accompanied by 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran, 
Political Advisor Adnan Abu 
Odeh and Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Marwan AI 
Qasem. 

According to a source quoted 
by Reuter, the King would insist 
on an Iraqi pullout from Kuwait 
as part of any solution ro the Gulf 
crisis. 

The news agency quoted an 
unidentified Foreign Ministry 
official as saying that the Rabat 
summit was intended to signal to 
the world that those who oppose 
the presence of American-led 
Western forces in the Gulf also 
reject the Iraqi invasion. 


Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat, who arrived in Amman Tues- 
day and left Wednesday after 
calks here (see page 2), has said 
that Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein was willing to open negotia- 
tions with the United Nations 
secretary-general and King Fahd 
of Saudi Arabia to resolve the 
crisis. There was no immediate 
American reaction to Arafat's 
statement, made to an American 
newspaper and also carried by the 
Jordan Times Wednesday. 

Another Jordanian official 
quoted by Reuter, the Rabat 
summit leaders “hope to agree on 
an Arab solution that would be 
backed internationally.'' 

The King would put forward 
peace proposals compatible with 
United Nations resolutions to try 
to win both Arab and internation- 
al backing, tbe official .said. 


Jardaneh warns of serious 
problems unless aid received 

Minimum of $1 .5 billion needed this year; ' 
Jordan continues to get oil from Iraq 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Repoter 

AMMAN — Jordan's economy 
coukl be in serious trouble unless 
it reaves asistance to cope vtijh. 
the impact of the Gulf crisis and 
sanctions on Iraq before October, 
and the Kingdom will need a 
minimum of SIS billion in loans 
and grants this year to manage its 
fiscal problems. Finance Minister 
Basel Jardaneh said Wednesday. 

“We would like to see this 
(assistance) caning in the form of 
grants, parts of them to tbe 
budget and parts of them to 
finance projects that would help 
overcome the problems faced by 
tbe private sector,” Jardaneh told 
a press conference. “Another 
part can come in the form soft 
loans, and the third part should 
come in the form of development 
loans,' 1 he said. 

Another area where Jordan 
hopes for international help is its 
efforts to address its S8.4 billion 
foreign debt but “debt reschedul- 
ing or debt refinancing is not 


suitable for us under the current 
circumstances,” he said. “We 
would like to see more tmder- 
standing towards Jordan’s foreign 
debts and we would like to get 
more support in the form of debt 
reduction,” be added in his first 
official comment on tbe King- 
dom's economy after the Aug. 2 
Iraqi takeover of Kuwait. 

Jordan in line with a strategy 
agreed with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), had man- 
aged to reach a point when it was 
able to manage its foreign debts 
while maintaining growth of the 
economy. But the Gulf crisis has 
thrown all these measures into 
total chaos. 

Jardaneh said a delegation was due 
to visit Washington soon for talks 
with the IMF and World Bank on the 
state of tbe Kingdom’s economy and 
measures that could be adopted to 
address its problems. 

Jordan has informed tbe United 
Nations that it stands to lose over J4. 1 
billion as a result of the Gulf crisis 
and its adherence to the United 
Nations-imposed international sanc- 
tions against Iraq, the Kingdom's 


major trading partner. This amount 
includes S2.6 billion in loans that 
Jordan has guaranteed for Iraq during 
the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war. -the 
minister explained Wednesday. 

“We hope that (the creditors) do 
hot call these loans,” he said. 

Jardaneh affirmed that Jordan will 
continue to get oil from Iraq partly 
because the oil shipments, which are 
carried in tanker trucks across the 
border, the Kingdom has a special 
pricing deal with Iraq under which is 
assured of a S16.4 per barrel price 
rega rdle ss of the international market 
price. However, he added, Jordanian 
purchases of Iraqi oil were “an in- 
terim arrangement” pending “suit- 
able alternatives." He said there was 
no “further development” after tbe 
recent Iraqi offer to supply oil free of 
cost ro the Third World countries. 

There is a “serious dislocation of 
Jordan’s resources” as a result of the 
Gulf crisis and sanctions on Iraq, he 
said. “Tbe economic repercussions of 
this are substantial." 

Jardaneh said the losses repre- 
sented about 50 per cent of Jordan’s 
gross domestic product (GDP) while 
other countries' losses, as a result of 

(Con ti nued on page 5) 


& Iraq seizes assets of firms of 
p** countries imposing sanctions 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraq 
announced Wednesday that it has 
seized cash deposits and all other 
assets held by companies and 
banks from countries honouring 
U.S.-led economic sanctions 
against it. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said tbe new law, “protecting 
Iraqi interests, money, and right 
in Iraq and abroad,” was passed 
Tuesday night by die ruling Re- 
volutionary Command Council 
(RCC). 

Under the law, profits and in- 
terests earned by the companies 
and banks affected by the deci- 
sion, also wifi be seized. 

The agency did not provide 
figures or name tbe countries that 
would be affected by the deti-. 
don. 


But it clearly involved coun- 
tries that had frozen Iraqi and 
Kuwaiti assets or abided by a 
trade embargo, clamped by the 
United Nations after Iraq’s Aug. 
2 takeover of Kuwait in a dispute 
over land, money and oil. 

The RCC, Iraq’s highest poli- 
cy-making body, is the only au- 
thority that can override Iraq’s 
robber-stamp national council, or 

parliament. 

“AD assets — cash deposits, 
property, interest and other re- 
venue — belonging to the govern- 
ments, institutions, companies 
and banks of the countries that 
have joined oppressive resolu- 
tions against Iraq are hereby con- 
fiscated,” said the new law, text 
.of which was carried by INA 
Wednesday. 


It made no mention of Kuwait. 
But earlier RCC decisions had 
stated that Iraqi law also applied 
to the emirate, which Baghdad 
annexed six days after the inva- 
sion. 

The United States and Britain 
froze Iraqi and Kuwaiti assets 
immediately after the invasion. 
Other countries, including Bri- 
tain's IX European Community 
(EC) partners quickly followed 
suit. 

On Ang. 6, the United Nations 
Security Council imposed world- 
wide embargo on trade with Iraq. 

Hundreds of foreign firms have 
operations in Iraq. 

Many were involved in con- 
tracts worth billions of dollars 

(Co n ti nned on page 5) 


Thatcher: Air blockade is near 


BRITISH PRIME Minister Mar- 
caret Thatch er said Wednesday 
that the five permanent members 
of the U.N. Security Condi had 
agreed to impose an air embargo 
against Iraq. 

British government sources 
said that under the terms of the 
embargo all aircra ft headed for 
Baghdad could be ordered to 
land in . an inspecting country or 
be refused overflight permission 
by that country. 

“We have been working for an 
(air embargo) a g re em ent with the 
five," Thatcher told a news con- 
ference in Budapest, Hungary. 

“I believe that has been 
readied. It will now have to go 
tbe (full) Security Council for 
voting, which will I suspect will 
not come before about Friday,’ 


Thatcher said. 

Diplomats and government 
officials met Tuesday to refine 
the language of a resolution so it 
conforms to international air 
nffic laws, Soviet Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yuli Vorontsov said 
Tuesday at U.N. headquarter?- 
Vorontsov and other diplomats 
raid Tuesday that the fall Security 
Council was expected to pass the 
resolution in the next few days, 
before French President Francois 
Mitterrand arrives to deliver a 
speech Monday condemning Iraq 
before the U.N. General 
Assemply. 

Planes could not be shot down 
under a ban by a 1944 interna- 
tional civil aviation convenbon- 
The resolution is expected to 
demand that natrons — mainly 


Iraq's Arab neighbours — cut air 
Imlrs by denying planes travelling 
to Iraq and Kuwait landing and 
overflight rights. 

However, officials close to the 
talks held at France’s mission to 
the United Nations said many 
other measures drawn up by 
Western nations may be dropped. 

These included French propos- 
als for sanctions against third 
States canght trading with Iraq 
and U.S. suggestions to “arrest” 

ships that circumvent the sanc- 
tions passed by the council on 

Aug. 6 to force Iraq to withdraw 
from Kuwait. 

The five permanent members 
of the council have also discussed 
file possibility of a ban on foreign 
dredgers and other service com- 
panies working in Iraq. 


“Therefore, (the King) will in- 
sist on Iraq's withdrawal from 
Kuwait to be followed six months 
later by a plebiscite in Kuwait to 
determine the future of the coun- 
try,” the official told Reuters. 

One senior official said Sad-* 
dam had told the King, who 
visited Baghdad two weeks ago, 
that be agreed in principle to 
withdraw from Kuwait provided 
this was linked to tbe settlement 
of other regional disputes, includ- 
ing the Arab- Israeli conflict, at an 
international peace conference. 

The West has rejected Iraq's 
bid to link the two issues. 

If the three leaders gathered in 
Rabat found common ground on 
a peace plan, they might invite 
Sultan Qaboos Ben Said of Oman 

(Continued on page 4) 

Rafsanjani 
says Iran 
should be 
‘ready’ 

NICOSIA (R) — President 
Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
Wednesday urged Iran's Re- 
volutionary Guards to remain 
alert to deal with any develop- 
ment in the Gulf crisis. 

“The condition prevailing in 
the region is not very dear to 
us and we should be quite 
ready in the event of any situa- 
tion. It is a serious need," 
Iran's IRNA news agency 
quoted him as telling a gather- 
ing of Revolutionary Guard 
commanders in Tehran. 

Iran has said the massive 
buildup of U.S. and other 
foreign forces in the region 
after Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait has created an explo- 
sive situation in the Gulf. 

It has called for a U.S. 
military pullout from the re- 
gion and an Iraqi withdrawal 
from Kuwait. 

There was no reference in 
Rafsanjani 's speech, as re- 
ported by IRNA and Tehran 
Radio, to a statement by Iran's 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei last week that the 
fight against U.S. forces in the 
Gulf amounted to holy war. 

Rafsanjani praised Iran’s 
armed forces for then per- 
formance in the eight-year war 
against Iraq. 

Assad due Saturday 

Syrian President Hafez A 
Assad will start a visit ro 
Tehran Saturday, the 10th 
“anniversary" of the start of 
the Gulf war in which he back- 
ed Iran against Iraq, the Ira- 
nian news agency IRNA re- 
ported. 

Talks’ with S. Arabia 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ah 
Akbar Velayati indicated 
Wednesday that Tehran would 
open talks with Saudi Arabia, 
its greatest rival in the Muslim 
world, to seek a solution to the 
Gulf crisis. 

Tehran radio quoted 
Velayati as saying Iran be- 
lieves that “strengthening of 
relations with each one of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
countries wifi help towards a 
final resolution of the current 
crisis." 

Velayati’s comments came 
after the departure of Oman’s 
foreign minister, Yousef Ben 
.Alwai, in Tehran. 

He said Iran will hold talks 
with “each one of the regional 
countries.” 

Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, 
Oman, the United Arab Emi- 
rates and Saudi Arabia com- 
prise tbe membership of the 
GCC. 

Oman has mediated be- 
tween Iran and Saudi Arabia 
in the past, since Riyadh se- 
vered ties with Tehran in 1987, 
accusing it of terrorism and 
subversion. 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar has made an 
impassioned plea for a political 
settlement in the Gulf crisis, 
saying the past few weeks had 
ranked among the most frustrat- 
ing in his 50-year career. 

Speaking at a lunch shortly 
before the opening of the Gener- 
al Assembly, tbe U.N. chief de- 
parted from prepared remarks 
and warned of a “tremendous 
conflagration*' if a negotiated 
solution was not found to Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait on Aug. 2. 

“After 50 years of diplomacy 
and 70 years of age, I am discour- 
aged because I do not hear any- 
thing that means dialogue, peace, 
justice (or) the resolution of the 
problem we are facing now,” be 
said. 

Calling on his audience, which 
included ambassadors from the 
Security Council, he said: 


“Please don't give the floor ro 
aims, give the floor to dialogue.” 

Perez de Cuellar spoke of the 
threat of a global war, saying: “I 
am frustrated because I would 
like to do something to resolve 
this terrible problem, which could 
end up in a tremendous con- 
flagration, not only political con- 
flagration but economic disaster 
for the whole world." 

Later, in a television interview, 
Perez de Cuellar said he would 
consider “very, very carefully" 
any invitation from Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein to go to Bagh- 
dad to negotiate a peaceful settle- 
ment ro the Gulf crisis. 

He said on the ABC television 
network programme News Night- 
line that he was aware of a 
newspaper report quoting Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader Yasser Arafat as 
saying Saddam was willing to 
negotiate a political solution to 


the conflict with Perez de 
Cuellar. 

But Perez de Cuellar added 
that be needed “something more 
official" than a news report be- 
fore considering a trip. 

“If I receive a clear-cut invita- 
tion from Saddam Hussein, it is 
something which, as I told you 
before, I will consider very, very 
carefully." 

However, Perez de Cuellar 
placed conditions on any trip. He 
said he would have to discuss any 
invitation within the United Na- 
tions and get “some indication” 
or assurances from Saddam that 
the trip would be useful. 

He said Iraq would have to 
show some flexibility and be pre- 
pared to discuss withdrawing its 
military forces from Kuwait. 

Any negotiations to resolve the 
crisis would “of course" have to 
include tbe exiled government of 
Kuwait, he said. 


Jordan rejects U.S. criticism of 
hosting of pan- Arab conference 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN ^ Jordan Wednesday- 
dismissed criticism by the U.S. 
over its hosting of a pan-Arab 
conference attended by leftist lead- 
en in the Arab World, intruding 
George Habash and Nayef Hawat- 
meh, saying the gathering and a 
hardline statement it issued were 
ail part of tbe democratic life in the 
country. 

"We have demonstrated that we 
have moved to building a democra- 
tic society,” Information Minister 
Ibrahim Irarddin told a press con- 
ference. "We have democratic in- 
stitutions. we have freedom of ex- 
pression," he said. “This is one 
area where you have to allow for 
freedom of expression.” 

The conference, organised by a 
Jordanian coalition of leftist activ- 
ists and organisations and attended 
by over 120 political parties and 
popular groupings in tbe Arab 
World, vehemently criticised the 
American-led military presence in 
the Gulf and warned attacks 
“against American interests every- 
where and all means at the same 
moment an American military 
attack is launched against Iraq." It 
also endorsed a call for holy war 
against the Western presence in 


Saudi Arabia, which houses Mecca 
and Medina, Islam’s two holiest 
shrines. 

The American criticism of Jor- 
dan being the host of the confer- 
ence was made by State Depart- 
ment spokeswoman Margaret Tut- 
wiler. The United States was "sur- 
prised and dismayed that this con- 
ference took place and we have 
told the Jordanians so,” she told a 
State Department press briefing on 
Tuesday. “We want to work with 
Jordan during and after this crisis 
in the Gulf. Hosting this confer- 
ence is very hard to understand.” 

tzzeddin, appearing at a press 
conference along with Finance 
Minister Basel Jardaneh Wednes- 
day. countered: “Of course, may 
be the reaction from the Americans 
or from some other pans of the 
world is linked with what is hap- 
pening in the region.** 

"If it had happened before it 
would not have drawn" this reac- 
tion, he added. 

In any event, he said, “if you 
want to boild a democratic society 
then you have to allow for freedom 
of expression. I do not think one 
should attach much importance to 
t h i s thing." 

In separate comments after bis 
press conference. Izzcdin said he 
had no information that ihc U.S. 
adminis tration bad lodged a formal 


protest with the Jordanian govern- 
ment over the Kingdom's hosting 
of the conference. 

The U-S. criticism was mainly 
based on tbe presence of Habash 
and Hawatmeh at the conference. 
The leaders of tbe Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) and the Democratic Frpgi 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) are considered “terrorists” 
by the United States administra- 
tion. 

In her comments Tuesday, 
spokeswoman Tutwiler specifically 
referred to their presence at tbe 
gathering. “The overt anti-Amcr- 
icanism displayed by the confer- 
ence and by the calls for the over- 
throw of Egypt's President (Hosni) 
Mubarak were not surprising, 
given the guest list of the confer- 
ence,” she said. 

“We are appalled by the state- 
ments that were made,” she said. 
“Such language is not only in- 
flammatory but it can have the 
result of inciting the kind of vio- 
lence which it threatens,” she 
added. 

Tutwiler did not refer to certain 
other specific pans of tbe final 
statement of tbe conference which 
said its long-term objectives in- 
cluded democracy in the Arab 
World and respect for Arab human 
rights. 


Fateh, 

Hamas 

enter 

truce 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Two rival Palestinian 
factions, Fateh and the Muslim 
fundamentalist Hamas move- 
ment, announced Wednesday 
that they had ended their feud 
and will coordinate their efforts 
in fighting Israel. 

The agreement, announced in 
a leaflet circulated here, came 10 
days after supporters of the two 
factions clashed on the streets of 
the Tulkarem refugee camp. At 
least 20 people were injured in 
the battles. 

Tbe fighting in the Tulkarem 
camp was sparked when suppor- 
ters of Fateh, the mainstream 
group of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) reportedly 
blocked a Hamas preacher from 
■ speaking at a local mosque. 

The leaflet distributed by the 
Fateh and Hamas factions called 
on supporters to end their rivalry 
and improve relations. 

“We announce an official deci- 
sion to aU our strike forces to stop 
fighting, to organise uprising acti- 
vities together and to coordinate 
efforts in confronting the enemy 
and its forces, 11 the leaflet said. 

It added: 

“We believe that natioioal uni- 
ty is the way to victory.” 

The truee marked at least the 
third time the rival factions have 
tried to end infighting since the 
Palestinian uprising began in De- 
cember 1987. 


Iraq will destroy all 
oil fields in Gulf if 
attacked — Jassem 


BAGHDAD (J.T.) — In the 
event of an aggression on Iraq, 
the Iraqi armed forces will des- 
troy all oil fields in the Gulf 
region and oot a single oil well 
will be spared, according to Iraqi 
Culture and Information Minister 
Latif Nuseief Jassem. 

“Iraq has the right to use all 
weapons under its disposal if Ira- 
qi territory is exposed to an 
aggression," said the minister at a 
meeting with a visiting delegation 
representing Jordanian journal- 
ists. 

Jassem said Iraq “takes pride 
in its relations with Jordan, which 
has been supporting the Iraqi 
people vis-a-vis various issues. 


“Iraq's strategic objective is the 
liberation of Palestine from 
Israeli occupation,'’ he said. 

The Minister suggested 
that the Jordanian delegation, 
which arrived in Baghdad Tues- 
day on a week-long visit, should 
tour various information services 
and the press in Iraq, and to 
exchange views and hold dia- 
logues with their Iraqi counter- 
parts on various common issues. 

AI Ra’i columnist Fahd Al 
Fanek replied with a speech ex- 
pressing the delegation’s appre- 
ciation of Iraq’s endeavours and 
thanking the Iraqi government 
for the hospitality accorded to tbe 
delegation members. 


Kuwaiti resistance a nuisance 
not a threat to Iraqis 


BAGHDAD (R) — Kuwaiti re- 
sistance fighters are targeting Ira- 
qi officers and water supplies but 
Western military experts say then- 
campaign has little more than 
nuisance value. 

The Baghdad-based experts, 
piecing together fragmentary re- 
ports from travellers and foreign 
missions still operating in Kuwait, 
portray the Kuwaiti resistance as 
a force which lacks organisation, 
cohesion and military skills. 

Numbering dozens rather than 
hundreds, the Kuwaiti guerrillas 
have begun in recent days to 
target officers and tanker trucks 
carrying water for troops camped 
outside Kuwait City, where there 


are no alternative sources of 

water. 

Formed hastily after Iraq’s 
Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait, resist- 
ance groups are thought to in- 
clude members of the small 
Kuwaiti defence force sent 
fleeing by the onslaught of more 
than 100,000 Iraqi troops and 
hundreds of tanks. 

Others are young men with 
little or no military experience 
and only a small number have 
had basic guerrilla warfare train- 
ing in camps in Saudi Arabia, 
where instructions are reported 
to include U.S. special operations 

(Continued on page 3) 


Mideast 

dominates 

General 

Assembly 

session 

UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The 45th U.N. General 
Assembly has convened for a 
three-month session expected to 
be dominated by the Gulf crisis 
and the Middle East. 

But debt and development, 
poverty, the environment, aids, 
terrorism, narcotics and the 
changing role of women also were 
expected to be major topics. 

The assembly grew to 160 na- 
tions with the entry of Liechten- 
stein. But when East and West 
Germany unite in October and 
occupy a single seat, the mem- 
bership again will fall to 159. 

Guido de Marco, the foreign 
minister of Malta, was elected by 
acclaim as president of the 
General Assembly, a largely 
ceremonial post, but one with 
influence to arrange the agenda 
of more than 155 items. The 
position rotates yearly among re- 
gional groupings. 

De Marco, in his inaugural 
speech, cited both new optimism 
and dangers in the international 
situation. 

He called the forthcoming uni- 
fication of Germany a sign of new 
optimism and “a symbol of the 
new healing role of Europe with 
its dismantling of barriers, the 
freeing of peoples, the reinstating 
of democratic institutions and the 
progressive abandonment of 
armaments." 

Bnt the president also called 
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait not 
only “an outrageous and illegal 
action in itself, but an action 
which also reflects the bitterness 
and turmoil, the hatred and injus- 
tice which prevail in the Middle 
East." 

He said events in Iraq and 
Kuwait in recent weeks could 
mean that the world is on tbe 
verge of a war that the U.N. 
founders agreed to avoid 45 years 
ago. 

The Security Council, he said, 
has responded dearly and une- 
quivocally in demanding the im- 
mediate withdrawal of Iraqi 
forces and restoration of the 
emiri government of Kuwait. 

‘‘We cannot shirk our responsi- 
bilities,” he said, adding that 
people around the world were 
looking to the assembly for moral 
and political guidance. 

Tbe General Assembly cannot 
adopt binding resolutions, but its 
statements carry weight as tbe 
expression of the will of the inter- 
national community. 

In addition to the Gulf crisis, 
de Marco said, the international 
community was faced with con- 
tinuing unsolved conflicts, espe- 
cially the Palestinian. problem. 

“The Palestinian question has a 
dimension which goes far beyond 
the occupied territories," he said. 
“It creates rancor, soul-sear- 
ching, prejudices and, unfortu- 
nately, hatred." 

He called convening of an in- 
ternational conference on the 
Middle East a fundamental step 
to peace in the region. This ses- 
sion, be said, must exert all its 
authority and use all diplomatic 
pressure on the parties concerned 
in order to reach a comprehen- 
sive settlement of the Palestinian 
question. 

“Delay in solving the Palesti- 
nian issue is a denial to the 
Palestinian people of the country 
which is theirs, and to Israel of 
those secure and guaranteed 
frontiers to which it is entitled.” 

Intra-Arab row 

Intra-Arab differences over the 
Gulf crisis erupted at the opening 
of the General Assembly when 
envoys from Kuwait and Qatar 
rebuked the PLO’s U.N. obser- 
ver for referring to a peace prop- 
osal floated last month by Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat. 

Zehdi Terri, the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation's repre- 
sentative, said he was welcoming 
the U.N.’s newest member, 
Liechtenstein, on behalf of tbe 
Arab group at the United Na- 
tions. 

He then went on to refer to a 
proposal by PLO Chairman Ara- 
fat linking a settlement of the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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U.S. lawmakers slam Bush 
for 6 soft’ policy on Iraq 


WAHINGTON (R) — Members 
of Congress Tuesday made the 
me*! severe criticism so far of 
President George Bushs hand- 
ling of the GuH crisis, saying U.S. 
policy had been based on appeas- 
ing IRAQ days before it invaded 
Kuwait. 

Breaking ranks with Bush is 
significant numbers for the first 
time since the crisis began, mem- 
here of a key House of Repre- 
sentative subcommittee lashed 
out at Assistant Secretary of State 
John Kelly when he appeared 
before then to discuss the Gulf. 

“Administration policy was 
based on fiction and fantasy... 
that policy was an abysmal fai- 
lure.” said Nel Levine, a Demo- 
cratic congressman and several 
house members to echo the same 
sentiment. 

They also pledged to oppose a 
S 21 billion U.S. arms package for 


Saudi Arabia, saying the sophisti- 
cated weaponry would threaten 
Israel and destabilise the the Mid- 
dle East. 

The members accused the 
administration of traying to sneak 
the biggest arms deal in history 
through the Congress in the last 
few weks before its recess. 

Up until now Bush has re- 
ceived wide praise for his hand- 
ling of the biggest foreign policy 
crisis of his presidency. persuad- 
ing most nations to join in the 
trade embargo against Iraq and 
sending about 140.000 rroops and 

more than 70 warships to the 
region to pressure Baghdad. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens, in talks with De- 
fence Secretary Dick Cheney 
Monday, pressed for more arms 
from Washington, saying the 
Saudi deal could upset the milit- 
ary balance in the area. 


Arens returns from U.S. 
with weapons but no aid 


TEL AVIV tR) — Israeli De- 
fence Minister Moshe Arens re- 
turned from the United States 
Wednesday with A Jewish new 
year ‘■gift" of advanced weapons 
but without agreement on extra 
military aid. 

Israeli newspapers and radio 
said LLS. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney agreed to provide Israel 
with 15 F-I5 fighters, two Patriot 
missile batteries, and 10 CH-53 
cargo helicopters io help offset 
planned arms sales to Saudi 
Arabia. 

"We are generally satisfied 
with the results of our mission to 
the United States but there is still 
work to be done" Arens told 
reporters ai Ben-Gurion airport. 
He would not comment on details 
of the arms package or aid re- 
quest. 

“it will still take some time 
before we can expect a decision 
on Israel's additional military aid 
requests." he said. 

Israeli media said Arens sought 
SI billion in emergency assistance 


and S50 million in extra military 
grams. The request stunned 
Washington but U.S. officials did 
not reject it outright. 

Israel. Washington's tradition- 
al Middle East ally, already re- 
ceives S LX billion in annual milit- 
ary grants, more than any other 
country. 

Arens gave Washington an 
arms “wish list" Monday after 
voicing alarm over Washington's 
proposed S20 billion weapons 
sale to Saudi Arabia. 

Military sources said the F-I5s 
would be in addition to those 
Israel had already ordered and 
that the deal for the Patriots was 
apparently finalised after months 
of negotiations. 

U.S. Ambassador to Israel 
William Brown said last week 
that Israel would receive the 111 
extra cargo helicopters. 

Brown also said Washington 
would send Israel 18 tank-killing 
Apache helicopters, up to 6U F- 
I6C and F-16D fighter planes, 
and possibly Stinger missiles. 


The Pentagon, meanwhile, said 
Iraqi troops in and near Kuwait 
have swollen from 265.000 to 
360.000 in recent days but the 
force still appears to be in a 
defensive posture. 

Defence Department spokes- 
man Pete Williams declined to 
say how many of the 360.000 
troops were actually in Kuwait. 
But he said Iraq also had 2.800 
tanks in or near Kuwait. 500 
more than previously noted. 

“Iraq continues to improve its 
defences... generally rounding 
out their units” in Kuwait. Wil- 
liams said. "This has happened 
over the course of several days... 
it is not a sudden surge." 

Bush, on a political trip to the 
western United States, told a 
crowd at a fund-raiser that he 
intended to keep the pressure on 

Iraq by enforcing a world trade 
embargo against Baghdad and 
“prove to (Iraq) that aggression 
does not pay.” He insisted that 
any humanitarian food or medical 
supplies for Iraq would have to be 
distributed under international 
supervision to insure Iraqi's army 
does not divert it. 

The most damning evidence of 
what some critics are openly de- 
scribing ns “appeasement” is a 
transcript released by Iraq of a 
July 25 meeting in Baghdad be- 
tween Saddam Hussein and the 
U.S. ambassador to Iraq. April 
Glaspie. 

In the transcript. Glaspie stres- 
sed that Washington wanted bet- 
ter relations with Iraq even as 
Saddam was making “aggressive” 
comments and appeared to 
threaten the United States with 
guerrilla attacks if it supported 
Kuwait in its dispute with 
Baghdad. 

Onder repeated questioning, 
the State Department has not 
challenged the authenticity of the 
transcript and has refused to com- 
ment on its contents. 

Larry Smith, a Democratic 
congressman, said: “There is a 
significant lack of judgment that 
has been presuasive on policy 
decisions that have been made in 
the last few months.” 


Pakistan ponders Saudi call 
for more troops, wider role 


Palestinians help run 
Kuwait, "refugees say 


KHAFJI, Saudi Arabia (R) — 
The Palestinian professionals and 
skilled workers who helped build 
up Kuwait over four decades are 
now running the emirate virtually 
single-handed, say refugees 
reaching Saudi Arabia. 

Palestinian residents of 
Kuwait, who numbered some 
300,000 before the Iraqi invasion 
on Aug. 2. are the only govern- 
ment employees turning up for 
work in non-essential depart- 
ments. they said. 

A few Kuwaitis are helping to 
operate power stations and water 
desalination plants, without 
which life in the hot and highly 
automated city would rapidly be- 
come impossible. 

But even in these essential uti- 
lities a high proportion of the 
work force is Palestinian, the 
refugees say. 

Kuwaitis have boasted for 
years of their hospitality to re- 
fugees from Palestine and of their 
financial and diplomatic support 
for the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

It was in Kuwait that Yasser 
Arafat and a small circle of 
Palestinian nationalists founded 


the Fateh movement in the late 
1950s, starting a relationship that 
seemed to be enduring. 

The Kuwaitis now feel deeply 
betrayed by the Palestinians “col- 
laborating” with the Iraqi “occu- 
piers.” 

'To bell with the Palestine 
cause. Now we know who our 
friends are and the Palestinians 
are not among them," said re- 
fugee Walid Mahdi. 

But the Iraqi occupation has 
hardly been a godsend for 
Kuwait’s Palestinians, who now 
receive their salaries in uncon- 
vertible Iraqi dinars worth only a 
fraction of the Kuwait dinars they 
used to earn. 

Their remittances to relatives 
abroad have come to a halt, 
adding to the hardships of Palesti- 
nians living under Israeli occupa- 
tion in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Unlike Kuwaiti citizens, hun- 
dreds of thousands of whom have 
fled to the Gulf states and receive 
monthly living allowances from 
their Saudi-based government in 
exile, the Palestinians in Kuwait 
have nowhere to turn to. 


“You can only feel sorry for 
them. In a sense they lost their 
homeland twice, t hope common- 
sense prevails over the wish for 
revenge," said a sympathetic 
Kuwaiti executive in Khafji. 

Though many grew rich as 
business managers for sleeping 
Kuwaiti partners, Palestinians in 
Kuwait were denied full 
citizenship. 

Iraq has played on this anoma- 
ly, portraying the rulers of 
Kuwait as a greedy elite hanging 
on to their oil wealth at the j 
expense of their Arab masses and i 
the Palestine cause. 

The same sentiment has run ] 
through Palestinian demonstra- \ 
tors in the West Bank and Jordan i 
in support of Iraqi President Sad- i 
dam Hussein. ! 

Diplomats in the Gulf say that j 
if the U.S.-led multinational i 
force now massing in Saudi Ara- • 
bia drives Iraqi troops out of ! 
Kuwait, the Palestinians will be 
among the first to suffer. 

"I expea there will be scores to 
seule and ranch shedding of 
bood." said a European diplomat 
in Bahrain. 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan, 
looking for opportunities to in- 
crease its standing in the Gulf, is 
considering a request from Sand! 
Arabia to send an armoured bri- 
gade. 

About 2,000 Pakistani infantry- 
men have already been sent to 
join the multinational force and 
another 3,000 are due to join 
them soon. 

No formal request has been 
made for Pakistani armoured 
warfare specialists, but a senior 
government official said Riyadh 
had indicated it would like an 

extra armoured brigade. 

“One way would be for the 
armour to come from the Saudis. 
They have access to Western 
arms which our people are famil- 
iar with.” he said. 

Until 1987, Pakistan had an 
armoured brigade of about 12500 
men stationed in Saudi Arabia 
without their equipment, which is 
both difficult to transport and' 

U.S. about 
to pay 
$200m in 
Iran claim 

THE HAGUE (AP) — The Un- 
ited States is about to pay a $200 
million Tehran claim for money 
left over from its post-revolution- 
ary payments on undelivered 
American weaponry. Western di- 
plomats here said Tuesday. 

The money is in a trust fund set 
up for Iran and maintained by the 
U.S. Department of Defence to 
pay for the military equipment. 

The trust fund claim is part of 
the foreign military sales (FMS) 
claim, the largest being arbitrated 
here by the Iran-United States 
claims tribunal. 

The diplomats, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said set- 
tlement of the claim was immi- 
nent. 

Iran has set the total FMS 
claim at $11 billion, a figure the 
U.S. government disputes as in- 
flated. 

Also close to settlement is 
Iran's compensation daim for 
weaponry sent for repairs, but 
impounded by the U.S. govern- 
ment m the wake of the 1979 U.S. 
embassy seizure in Tehran by 
militants. 

Once the trust fund case is 
settled, the $200 million will be 
deposited in the so-called security 
account from which money is 
paid out to American claimants at 
the tribunal. 

The nine-year-old tribunal is. 
charged with arbitrating all com- 
mercial and gov e m me n t-to-gov- 
emment claims between the two 
nations arising out of the 1979 
Iranian revolution, and the en- 
suing expropriations and broken 
contracts. 

Transfer of the residue in the 
FMS trust fund has been a focus 
of nine months of negotiations 
here between American and Ira- 
nian officials, even though other 
portions of the 1.200-case FMS 
claim are far from settlement. 

“Even if all the FMS claims 
were resolved, even the United 
States admits that there is going 
to be some money left over in the 
fund, and Iran should have that 
money now." said one of the 
diplomats. 

The sources would not give a 
time frame for settlement of the 
military equipment compensation 
case, nor put a dollar amount on 
ft. 


needed at home. 

They were part of a 15,000- 
strong combat force on contract 
to Saudi Arabia. That lucrative 
deal broke down when Riyadh 
insisted on Shi’ite Muslim officers 
being sent home and demanded a 
commitment that Pakistanis 
would fight in any war against 
Iran. 

Although Pakistan still has 
military advisers is Saadi Arabia 
and most other Gulf states, that 
episode marked a downturn in its 
influence in the region — influ- 
ence which the present crisis 
could help restore. 

Strapped for cash and badly hit 
by the rise in oil prices. Pakistan 
jumped at the chance to show 
solidarity with Ithe wealthy oil 
kingdoms of the Gulf after the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait on Aug. 

“We were honour-bound to 
help a brother country but as a 
result of that we could gain from 


this,” the official said. “I think 
the Gulf countries will see that 
Pakistan is a credible and de- 
pendable friend.” 

Pakistan’s caretaker Prime 
Minister Gholam Mustafa Jatoi 
was asked for more advisers to 
help tram armed forces in the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Bahrain when he toured the Gulf 
last week. 

But government sources said 
be could not agree to a Saudi 
request for naval forces to join 
the international blockade 
against Iraq because Pakistan's 
tiny navy was folly committed. 

Pakistan would like to use its 
good relations with both Iran and 
Saadi Arabia to resolve long- 
standing acrimony b etween the 
two countries over Riyadh’s 
backing for Iraq in the Iran-Ixaq 
war and its fear that Tehran 
would try to spread hs Muslim 
fundamentalist revolution across 
the Gulf. 


Waldegrave: Iran should 
join regional grouping 


ABU DHABI f R) — Iran should 
he drawn into a new regional 
security arrangement once the 
Gulf crisis is resolved. British 
Junior Foreign Minister William 
Waldegrave was quoted as saying 
Wednesday. 

“The hest end to the crisis is 
that the Iraqi regime become less 
inclined to war and a regional 
security structure is set up under 
the Arab League umbrella." 
Waldegrave said in an interview 
with the Arabic- language daily A I 

Khalcej. 

“Iran should participate in this 
alliance so a strong balance will 
emerge and foreign forces pull 
out. That's what we prefer to 
do." Waldegrave said. 

Iran has joined the West in 
condemning Iraq's Aug. 2 inva- 
sion of Kuwait but has denounced 
the U.S.-led military buildup 
against Baghdad, saying the 
security of the Gulf should left to 
the regional countries. 

None of the foreign powers 
which had sent forces to the Gulf 
had an interest in maintaining a 


permanent military presence 
there. AI Khalcej quoted Wal- 
degrave as saying. 

“We need good lies with the 
Arab people and certainly the 
Iranians.” he said. 

Both Tehran and London have 
indicated they want to normalise 
tics, cut by Iran in the uproar 
over the late Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini's death order against 
British author Salman Rushdie 
for blaspheming Muslims in his 
book "The Satanic Verses." 

Waldegrave said war against 
Iraq was not inevitable but any 
military solution had to be initi- 
ated by Saudi Arabia where most 
of the international task force has 
been deployed. 

“Above all. Saudi Arabia... 
should have a crucial role in the 
decision on any action from its 
territory." he said. 

Egypt. Morocco. Syna. Pakis- 
tan and Bangladesh ' have sent 
troops to Saudi Arabia to join 
U.S. and other Western forces, 
invited to help defend regional 
states against Iraq. 


Levy sees ‘friendlier’ 
Israel-Europe relations 


LOD (AP) — Foreign Minister 
David Levy indicated Tuesday 
that Israel had made an unex- 
pected diplomatic comeback in 
Western Europe whose leaders 
have toned down criticism of the 
Jewish state's handling of the 
Palestinian issue. 

Levy, speaking after a trip to 
Brussels, said foreign ministers of 
the 12-member European Com- 
munity (EC) had listened with a 
“substantive approach” to his re- 
quests for new trade agreements. 

“Now the atmosphere is better. 
Our matters are more under- 
stood. All in all we return home 
satisfied from the talks," Levy 
told a news conference at Ben 
Gurion airport in Lod, a town near 
Tel Aviv. 

Levy said the ministers showed 
“a readiness to respond to an 
honourable portion." of Israel's 
requests to continue a preferen- 
tial trade status with the com- 
munity after it unifies in 1992. “I 
am happy with the substantive 
approach." Levy added. 

Israel is particularly looking to 
protca the lucrativeness of agri- 
cultural and industrial exports to 
Europe at a time when maintain- 
ing these enterprises is crucial to 
absorbing a huge influx of Soviet ’ 


immigrants. 

“I am also happy the discus- 
sions went without tensions and 
threats of sanctions or steps 
against Israel as many had ex- 
pected, but the opposite,” Levy 
said of his three days of meetings. 

European nations have former- 
ly been outspokenly critical of 
Israel's handling of the 34-month 
Palestinian uprising and have fre- 
quently threatened trade sanc- 
tions against the Jewish state. 

Levy indicated he bad also 
expea ed to bear requests to send 
an envoy to monitor actions in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

“There was a suspicion that 
this issue would be at the centre 
of our arguments between us... T 
can say dm this topic was not 
even brought up in our talks, and 
I am happy about this,” be said. 

Levy claimed the warmer rela- 
tions with Europe were the result 
of intense Israeli diplomatic 
efforts in rece n t months. 

The rapproc h ement also comes 
amid a six-week Gulf crisis and 
marked decline in uprising 
casualties, both of which have 
enhanced Israel’s image and 
taken the spotlight off the Palesti- 
nians. 
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Ex-CIA agent guilty on tax charges 

WASHINGTON (R) — A former agent of the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) who helped arrange covert arms sales m jfae 
Iran-contra scandal that rocked Ronald Reagan s presidency, was 
found guilty Tuesday of failing to pay income taxes on his share of 
the profits, authorities said. A spokesman for the office of a special 
prosecutor set up to continue investigation into the affair .said 
Thomas Qines was found guilty on four tax charges by a juiy in 
Baltimore. Qines. a business partner in the Iran-contra arms 
supply operation known as “The Enterprise." will be sentenced on 
Oct. 31. He faces up to 16 years in prison and a million-dollar fine. 

Sheikh Jaber to address U.N. 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — The toppled emir of Kuwait. Sheikh 
Jaber Al Ahmad AI Sabah, driven into exile in Saudi Arabia by- 
Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion, will address the U.N. General Assembly on 
Sept. 27, a U.N. source said Tuesday. Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz is scheduled to speak in the 160-nation assembly Oct. 1. 

Iranian captain found guilty of oil spill 

SYDNEY (R) — The captain of an Iranian wheat carrier has been 
found guilty of causing an oil spill which blackened several of 
Sydney's famous Golden Beaches in March this year, court officials 
said Wednesday. Khalid Ahmad, captain of the vessel Iran Afzal. 
was fined 40.000 dollars ($33,200) and ordered to pay 5.000 dollars 
($4. 150) in costs by the New South Wales land and environment 
court. The spill, which occurred during the transfer of oil between 
tanks on the vessel, stretched along five kilometres of Sydney's 
eastern coastline, coating the city’s beaches — including Bondi 
beach — with thick brown sludge. Local councils spent hours 
sweeping the beaches clean but there was no reported damage to 
wildlife. 

India sends ship to Iran ports 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Two Indian ships have sailed from Bombay 
to prick up as many as 2.500 refugees from the Iraqi port of Umm 
Oasr. Foreign Ministry officials said Wednesday. It was the first 
time Indian citizens were being evacuated directly from Iraq rather 
than from refugee staging camps in Jordan, Dubai or other Mideast 
countries, the officials said. India has evacuated 4$. 575 of its 
nationals by air and sea since the Aug. 2 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, in 
what officials describe as the largest operation of its kind since 
World War II. On Sunday, a cargo vessel loaded with 11,000 
tonnes of relief supplies for Asian refugees left for Umm Oasr, just 
inside the Iraqi border and 75 kilometres north ofrKuwait City. The 
passenger ships Akbar and Tipu Sultan, with a/Combined capacity 
of 2.500. left Bombay Tuesday night for the six-day voyage. Two 
doctors and medical supplies also were on board, the officials said. 

Saudi foreign minister in China 

BELIING (R) — Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saud AI Faisal 
arrived in China Wednesday after a visit to Moscow where he said 
he would welcome Soviet troops in Saudi Arabia as part of an 
international force to confront Iraq. The official New China News 
Agency said Prince Saud was on a working visit and was met at 
Beijing airport by Chinese Deputy Foreign Minister Yang 
Fuchang. Officials said he would meet President Yang Shangkun 
on Thursday. No other details were disclosed. China and Saudi 
Arabia established diplomatic relations just two months ago after 
Riyadh switched recognition from nationalist Taiwan. Diplomats 
said Prince Saud would press China as one of five permanent 
members on the United Nations Security Council to lend its foil 
support to U.N. sanctions against Iraq. Before the Gulf crisis. 
China expressed its willingness in principle to assist . U.N. 
peacekeeping forces. It was not known whether Prince Saud would 
match his Moscow inititive by Inviting Chinese, troops to Saudi 
territory. While backing' U.N. sacrions against Iraq. China has 
voiced opposition to “big power" involvementr in the region. 

Western families to leave Kuwait 

BAGHDAD (R) — More Western women and children were 
expected to fly out of Kuwait Wednesday and on to London in the 
evening after a stop in Baghdad, British embassy sources said.- 
Passengers on the Iraqi Airways Boeing 747 will be mostly 
Americans plus "a few Britons.” The numbers were unknown but 
the 440-seat plane will not be full, the sources said. Other foreign 
families will join the flight in Baghdad. More than 1.500 Western 
and Japanese women and children have left Iraq and Kuwait since 
President Saddam Hussein told them on Aug. 24 they were free to 
go. Their menfolk are not allowed to leave. Many are kept at 
military bases or industrial sites to deter attack during the crisis 
over Kuwait. Japanese diplomats said Wednesday they were 
hoping Iraq would let 10 ill or elderly Japanese men leave the 
country. Antonio Inoki. a popular wrestier-rumed politician, 
arrived m Iraq Tuesday to discuss the fate of about 140 Japanese 
men held at likely targets, another 180 Japanese in Iraq and about: 
20 in Kuwait. 

Two American, Dutch ships enter Suez 
Canal 

SUEZ (AP) — An American cargo ship and a Dutch vessel 
chartered by the U.S. navy and carrying four American mines- 
weepers entered the Suez Canal Wednesday headed for the Gulf, a 
canal official said. The official said the Cape Isabel, a U.S. cargo 
ferry, and the Dutch Super Servant 3 were in the regular 
southbound convoy through the canal. In Ijmuiden. Holland. Erik 
van Oosten. a spokesman for the Wijsmuller Salvaging and Towing 
Company, said the Soper Servant 3 was a semi-submersible 
heavy-lift vessel en route with U.S. navy cargo from the East Coast 
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University Hospital — 845845 

Al-Mnasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic Abdab 666127/37 

Al-Ahii. Abdali 664164/6 

fteiian . Al-Mutajiccn 777101/3 

AI-Bashir. J. Ashrafieb 775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ME2AV50 

Ami! Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital ...... 109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital ... (09)991071 
Ibo Sina Hospital (09)986732 

HMDs 

Princess Btrasa Hospital (021275555 
Greek CatboBc Hospital (02)272275 

Iba Al N rices Hospital 102)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


Tbit mforatatiM if tvppSed by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) wfotmatioa depart- 


ment at the Queen ABa l atunat h ma l 
Airport TeL (08)5320CHf. where it 
iBosJd always be verified. 


Royal Jordanian (BJ) Rights 
(Tormina! 1} 

10615 Riyadh (RJ) 

lfcJO New Delhi (RJ) 

1030 Cairo (RJ) 

1*45 Dubai. Abo Dhabi (RJ) 

MriS Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

TK1S Lamaca(RJ) 

1W8 London (W) 

1K40 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

WJ0 Aqaba (RJ) 

19-J0 Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

20s 10 Casablanca (RJ) 

20?«5 Rooms (RJ) 

Othtr Rights (Terminal 2) 

mj* Riyadh (add.) (SV) 

I0O9 Sanaa (LH) 

UM Riyadh (5V) 

Uc20 Istanbul. Ankara (TK) 

1630 Dobai (EK) 

16J5 Muscat. Bahrain (GF) 

Uki5 Cairo (MS) 

Ufc59 ....... Amsterdam, Istanbul (KL) 

19:15 — Frankfort (LH) 

2 fclt Zaridh.Laraaca(SR) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Tarminaf (1) 


11:45 

13 m 

Rosie (RJ) 

London (KJ) 

IM5 ........... 

ParisCRJ) 

1751$ - 

Aori>a(RI) 

20:45 Bahrain. Abo DfaoUCU) 

231*0— 

Doba(RJ) 


Cairo (RJ) 

21*5 Dobai (RJ) 

TIM Koala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 
00NB Muscat (RJ) 

Othar nights (Tartnlnal ( 2 ) 

IBM Damascus. Paris (AF) 

11:10 Frankfort (LH) 

14s40 Riyadh (SV) 

McM Bahrain. Muscat (GF) 

1700 Ankara. Istanbul (TK) 

17:30 Dobai (EK) 

t»m Cairo (MS) 


Uppe&krwnr price 
Apple 


Banana (Mnfcammar) 

Beans ..... — .... 

Gfobsje 

Carrot 

Caofitiower 

Coin 

Ctio anb m (large) 
OnAe»(msB) 


F|g p li il , 
Rp . — 

Garik 

Grapes „ 


Malow 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

Onion (dry) 



Okra ....... 

1 T E KXW I 

tar 

Fepperflm) — ». — 

Pepper (sweet) 

P Wll tS .HW 


: in 6b par kg. 

600 / 450 

200 / 450 

........ 450/400 

- 350 /m 

120/80 

240 / 200 

250 / 200 

220/180 

120/ 60 

250/200 

300/250 

170/120 

400 / 350 

■ 800/ 700 

300/250 

220/180 

- 120/ 80 

100/ 60 

240/170 

200/150 

450 / 400 

600 / 500 

620 / 550 

......... 550/450 

230/180 

200/150 

340/230 


Ratfish 

Sage 

Sweet mefon 

Tomatoes 

Wa termelo n 


150/ 100. 

550/500' 

250/200 

130/ 90 

190/130 


JORDAN TRUEVISION 

Teh 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

Koran 

MtU ..sssraiassssss C hjM f BI pffr gS fo SrtS SS W* . 

} ,a * — — RcSgioBs prog ra m m e 

Us48 . — Friday’s prayer 

12s45 Sports programme 

Religions seminar 

l*m Feature film 

UN N e w s su mmary 

lfcM Local pr ogramme 

j? 5 ? Programme review 

New* in Arabic 

** Local programme 

«s40 Arabic series 

O30-. ... Jerasfa’89 

New s summa ry in Arabic 

Z3rU — - — Prog ramm e cootd. 

PROGRAMME two 

French fihn 

............... — News in French 

*5“ Documentary 

News in Hebrew 

*7 — — News in Arabic 

2 U 10 Midnight CiDcr 

5 s * NewsmEngfeh 

22t2* ....... — ..... — Tutamcr* 




118 

1538 “* 

lfe41 

1*3* 


Dfanhr 

‘Air 

„ Maghreb 

Trite 








ome 


News 


^Zjordan stands to lose at least 
■„ lr ' 1200m in the tourism sector ' 

IfSuIf situation hits 

||jordanian tourism 


* f AMMAN (J.T.) — Hard ini by 
the present situation in the Gulf 
and the fears erf a war in the 
f Kuw region Jordan stands to lose at 
* a udi ^feast $200 million in the tourist 
■* r al wjsector in the last five months of 
n Mini^l990,Mmster of Tourism Abdul 
s * m| >Ivn. Karim A1 Kabariti said 
. ^Wednesday. 

H Spill The tourism industry, which 
entails hotels, restaurants and 
carr^ l transport facilities, was severely 
■ened affected as well by distortion of 
fads by hostile aides about the 
esse] | r ^ situation in Jordan, the minister 
pay 5.1,? *. said at a meeting with represen ta- 
md ^ tives of the various tourist orga- 
;r 0 f . ionisations and tour operators in 


. UVU) svuim Ui 

r . nisations and tour operators in 


trev Jordan. 

'nclud, " “The Western media has play- 
ciii Jjj* ed a negative role in distorting Jor- 
o neil T|( i dan’s image, resulting in the can- 
^ collation of most previously 
arranged tours and bookings to 
Jordan,” tire minister said. . 

In reviewing means of promot- 
.j .■ ing the tourism industry and the 

V ^ tourist sector Kabariti said that a 
J. _ oft- special private sector committee 
‘ *’* & had been formed to help find 
- "H lrajp ways for offsetting the negative 

d is S > - 


effects of the crisis in Jordan. 

“The Jordanian gove rnmen t is 
keen on supporting the tourism 
sector and to activate inte rnal and 
external tourism, and it ha s made 
arrangements for contacts with a 
number of Western countries to 
lift a tourist ban that had been 
i mpos ed on the Kingdom and to 
remove distortions that had mar- 
red Jordan's image abroad,” the 
minister pointed out. 

Earlier reports said that fears 
of a war in the Gulf and the 
continued massing of troops in 
Sandi Arabia bad mad* most tour 
operators cancel bookings to Jor- 
dan, killing earlier hopes for a 
touristic boom. 

The reports also said that tour- 
ism in Aqaba, which is mostly a 
winter resort, has slumped and 
the port was handling only one 
quarter of the usual business. 

Tourists from Jordan and 
abroad, including F innish groups, 
normally crowd the shores of 
Aqaba between October and 
April, but the present Gulf situa- 
tion is seen by observers as “the 
cause of a major setback for the 


*■566; GENEVA (R) — A United Na- 
tions disaster official said on 
Wednesday the organisation was 
ready to cope with a fresh wave of 
w: *; refugees from the Gulf, but urged 
a i ----- donor countries to send all the 

• £ ;r . money they had promised. 

v .Mohammad Essaafi, a coordi- 
.=-.§nator at the United Nations Dis- 
V jV aster Relief Organisation (UN~ 

• j.-. DRO), told diplomats dbcos- 

- sing the refugee problem at the 
r; U J NTs European headquarters in 

f.r Geneva that international relief 
..I efforts had succeeded so far. 

. “But we face a liquidity prob- 


to help Jordan . replenish food 
stocks seriously depleted by a 
first wave of refugees. 

“Jordan’s economy has suf- 
fered enormously and needs 
help,” he said. 

Jordan's envoy to Geneva told 
diplomats, U.N. officials and rep- 
resentatives of non-governmental 
organisations at the meeting that 
his government had spent $40 
million to cope with the initial 
influx before international help 
arrived. 

He was grateful for help 
already received but said a 


lem since only a portion of the second wave of refugee^ was like- 

money pledged has-been re- f " ly and planning was vital. . 
cerved,” he added- - j ... -von/ Nearly 400,000 foreigners, 

Robert Somia, another senior.: .most of them Asians or Arabs, 
UNDRO official, said $248 mil- have made it home since Iraq 
lion had been pledged by a mmj- tookover Kuwait on Aug. 2. 
ber of countries, including $101 _ But Prince Sadruddin Aga 
million for Jordan. Khan, the U.N.’s humanitarian 

But few, notably Japan, had envoy in the crisis, said last week 
actually sent the money. more than two nuOkm more peo- 

E ss aa fi asked donor countries pie might be waiting to leave Iraq 






PEOPLE’S ARMY GRADUATION: The total number of 
citizens in the Madaba district, south of Amman, who acquired 
tr aining on dvil defence skills has now reached 1,000, according 

to the «r*ing district governor in Madaba. He said that all 
members of the public are called on to register for tr aining at the 
civil d ef n yy centres within the district. In Tafileh the commander 

of the People's Army Wednesday attended the graduation of a 
new batch of recruits and in Salt a new batch of People’s Army 
recruits graduated at a ceremony attended by senior army 
officers. The recruits received their diplomas from the area 
commander. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following /wrings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers art advised to verify the listed 
dote and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Open stadio and workshop for artist Santa Zara displaying 
pafattap, snfatnm sad hand-pointed Maries. Lo cati on: off 
2nd Circle, opposite Rosenthal <930-1:30 and 330430). 

■ft Art attrition by Mohammad Nasraflah at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

* Archaeological entitled “Al Uifn — a Roman 

Frontier Fort** at the Department of Antiquities* Seghtratioa 

■ad Research Centre, Jabal Amman. 

FILM 

* Feature flfaa cnOted “The Man who Shat Ltbwty Valance” at 
the American Centre — 7:00 p.ra. 


and Kuwait. 

Essaafi said the United Nations 
was preparing contingency plans 
and an early warning system to 
cope with a new influx. 

“We are ready if a second wave 
materialises,” he said. 

New desert camps and in- 
creased capacity in existing ones 
were planned while stocks of 
food, tents and blankets were 
being established in Cyprus. 

UNDRO officials said 3,680 
tonnes of rice, 568 tonnes of 
wheat flour, 1,600 tonnes of 
vegetable oil and 3,000 tents had 

Essaafi said Prince-Sath^ddhi 
was expected back in .Geneva on 
Wednesday from Jordan" after 
having been denied permission to 
visit Iraq. 

He had planned to ask the Iraqi 
government to organise an order- 
ly departure programme for 
stranded Asians wishing to go 
home. 


W. Germany 
contributes 
additional 
relief aid 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Federal 
Republic of Germany decided to 
contribute an additional amo.unt 
of $3.1 urilKon to the UNDRO/ 
IOM operations in Jordan. This 
amount shall s u pport the relief 
flights organised by UNDRO in 
cooperation with IOM aimed at 
transporting Asian citizens com- 
ing from die Gulf region back to 
their home countries. 

A part of the amount, a total of 
$1.7 million, was made available 
by the German government for 
the repatriation erf evacuees from 
the Gulf region. "This amount 
encompasses food aid, air shuttle 
Amman-Cairo (29 flights, 4,900 
passengers) «wtl cash aid for im- 
mediate relief to be granted to 
various non-governmental orga- 
nisations. 

The German Red Cross has 
delivered a $380,000 aid. 

About 15 staff members of the 
German Red Cross are currently 
working in Jordan, most of them 
in the camp of the International 
Red Cross in Azraq. 

It may be noted that the total 
German contribution in support 
of Jordan’s humanitarian efforts 
of handling the evacoees prob- 
lem, amounts to $4.8 million. 

In w>tf. of a further increase in 
the number of refugees coming 
through Jordan the Federal Re- 
public of Germany is considering 
additional aid. 

Kuwait 

(Continued from page 1) 
experts. 

“Kuwaiti snipers are singling 
out Iraqi officers and supply vehi- 
cles, particularly water trucks,” 
one mflftaxy attache said. “In a 
number of recent incidents anti- 
Iraqi saboteurs have rolled hand 
grenades under the trades to 
pierce their skin ami drain their 
water.” 

Water supplies would be critic- 
al if war erupted in the Golf 
between Iraqi forces reported to 
number more than 360,000 


PLO leader leaves after 
talks with Crown Prince 


tourism season this year.” 

In March this year Kabariti 
announced the formation of a 
Tourism Development Council to 
focus on the private sector in 
activating the tourism industry in 
Jordan. 

The council, grouping owners 
and ma n ag e rs of hotels and travel 
and tourism agents as well as 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) was set to 
draw contributions from the Un- 
ited Stales Agency for Interna- 
tional Development (USAID) to 
finance its activities. So far no- 
thing has been reported about 
these activities. 

Meanwhile Ministry of Tour- 
ism sources revealed that 631,531 
tourists of different nationalities 
had visited Jordan in 1989 and the 
total estimated revenues from 
tourism exceeded JD 314 million. 
Quoted by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the sources said 
that the ministry expected 

842,000 tourists to come to Jor- 
dan during 1990, despite the cur- 
rent crisis, and revenues to 
amount to JD 425 million. 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
sas, the Regent, Wednesday 
held talks with Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat on the 
Gulf crisis and Arab efforts 
being made to reach a peaceful 
solution to the arias. 

Later Arafat left Jordan, en- 
ding a two-day visit to the 
Kingdom. He was seen off at 
the airport by Minister of State 
for Parliamentary Affairs 


Abdul Baqi Jam mo. Minister 
of Culture Khaled Al Karalti 
and the Palestinian Ambassa- 
dor in Amman Al Tayyeb 
Abdul Rahim. 

Arafat's visit to Jordan fol- 
lowed a visit to Iraq during 
which he met Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. After talks 
with Saddam Hussein Arafat 
expressed optimism over 
reaching a peaceful settlement 
for the crisis in the Gulf. 


Jordan, Iraq reach accord on 
pastures, wildlife zones 


i; JU.N. asks world to send the 
money it promised for refugees 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Iraq have agreed to set up joint 
pastures at the Hammad basin, a 
semi-desert region divided among 
Jordan, Sandi Arabia, Iraq and 
Syria near their common borders, 
and to extend periods allowed for 
grazing to encourage stockbreed- 
ers boost their production. 

The agreement was reached in 
talks held in Baghdad by teams 
from the two countries which 
decided to form technical sub- 
committees to meet periodically 
for an exchange of information 
and expertise related to the pas- 
tures and wildlife zones. 

Dr. Mohammad Shakhatreb, 
director of the Hammad basin 
project, led the Jordanian team 
to the Baghdad talks which ended 
Tuesday evening. 

He said that the joint scheme 
was designed to increase pasture 
lands and consequently boost the 
livestock wealth of Iraq and 
Jordan. 

“Stockbreeders will be allowed 
six months, not three, to take 
their sheep for grazing in the 
pasture lands to be created under 
the new plan, and animals will be 
allowed to wander for grazing 


into the Jordanian and Iraqi terri- 
tory included in the scheme,” 
Shakhatre added. 

The border post of Ruweished 
lies within the Jor danian zone of 
the Hammad basin, and the 
Jordanian government has been 
carrying out different develop- 
ment projects like dams, schools 
and drilling artesian wells with a 
view to developing the region 
whose inhabitants live mostly on 
farming and sheep breeding. 

According to Shakhtareh, Jor- 
dan and Iraq are bound by a 1984 
'agreement which provides for 
mutual exploitation of land and 
water resources at the common 
border areas. 

The Ministry of Agriculture, 
which is in charge of developing 
the region, last May signed agree- 
ments with local Jordanian firms, 
worth more than JD 500,000. to 
carry out development schemes 
to be implemented in Ruweished 
region. 

Shakhatreh said that Jordanian 
firms had airedy drilled more 
than six artesian wells for the 
benefit of the local population 
and their animals. 


World Food Programme 
provides additional food aid 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In response 
to die request of the government 
of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan and the appeal of the 
ptSuted Natons .Disaster Relief 
Office to the international com- 
munity to provide additional ' 
emergency food aid for the eva- 
cuees, and upon recommendation 
by the World Food Programme 
(WFP) executive director, James 
Ingram. U.N. World Food Prog- 
ramme will provide additional 
emergency food aid. The quanti- 
ties of food are been based cm 

12,000 evacuees per day fin- 
ninety days plus one month sup- 
plies as contingency/buffer stock 
to meet any unexpected large 
flow of the evacuees. 

The total cost of the initial 
amount of food assistance since 
the start of the arrival of the 
evacuees in Jordan plus the addi- 
tional new amount is about $4.4 
milliou. It comprises, 4320 tonnes 
of wheatfiour, 4,320 tonnes of 
rice, 432 tonnes of vegetable ofl, 
216 tonnes of lentils. 216 tonnes erf 
canned fish, 216 tonnes of canned 
cheese and 108 tonnes of sugar 
and includes the cost of externa- 


a! s u pe rin tendence and ocean 
freight and internal transpert, 
storage and handling. 

The rapid influx of large num- 
bers of evacuees once the second 
half of last August prompted the 
World Food Programme to take 
rapid measures to provide 900 
tonnes of wheatfiour, 50 tonnes 
of canned fish, 36 tonnes of sugar 
and 50 tonnes of vegetable ofl, 
which were immediately released 
from the stocks of the WFP High- 
land Agricultural Regions de- 
velopment project. In addition it 
borrowed 900 tonnes of wbeatflour 
and 50 tonnes of vegetable oil 
from the stocks of UNRWA in 
Jordan. All these quantities will 
be reimbursed to the lending 
sources as soon as tt>8 vessels 
carrying the above consignments 
arrive at Aqaba. The programme 
also airlifted 950 tonnes of rice, 
96 tonnes of canned fish and 50 
tonnes of canned cheese. 

108 tonnes of sugar and 60 
tonnes of canned fish, 776 tonnes 
of rice and 389 tonnes of veget- 
able oil are also expected to 
arrive at Aqaba Port during this 
month and the remaining assist- 
ance will be arriving next month. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

House emergency committee meets Saturday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower House of Parliament's emergency 
committee has scheduled a meeting on Saturday evening. The 
committee, which was formed following the outbreak of the Gulf 
crisis on Aug. 2, is entrusted with following up developments in 
the Gulf crisis and reporting to Parliament members about the 
situation. 

Head of Court of Appeals dies 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday asked 
Minister of Justice Yousef Al Mbeideen to take part in Mazhar 
MIhiar’s funeral. The head of the Amman Court of Appeals, who 
died in Amman, had been employed by the Ministry of Justice as 
a judge since 1959 and his last post was bead of the Court of 
Appeals, which he assumed in December 1988. 

15,697 cross into Jordan Tuesday 

AMMAN (Petra) — The total number of arrivals across border 
posts with Iraq Tuesday was 15,697, including, 7,852 non-Arab 
nationals, according to a statement by the Public Security 
Department (PSD). It said that those leaving Jordan Tuesday 
totalled 15,919, of whom 6372 were non- Arabs. A spokesnan for 
the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) said that Arab and non-Arab 
expatriates leaving Jordan Tuesday were 8,080 aboard 33 unsche- 
duled flights. 

Japanese planes bring relief supplies 

AMMAN (Petra) — Two Japanese Airways planes carrying relief 
supplies to Asian evacuees coming from Iraq and Kuwait to 
Jordan arrived in Amman ’Wednesday. The relief supplies include 
foodstuff and blankets. The two planes departed the same day 
from Queen Alia International Airport carrying 600 Filipinos 
borne. The Japanese government has allocated $12 million to help 
repatriate Asian evacuees to their countries. 

Amman-Damascus train in depot for 2 weeks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Trains commuting between Amman and 
Damascus will stop temporarily as erf Oct 4 and until Oct 19, 
according to an official statement here Wednesday. The state- 
ment issued by the Hijaz Railway, which operates tike trains, said 
that tiie stoppage was due to construction work on a bridge being 
built near the railway inside Syrian territory, between Naseeb and 
Deraa rail stations. 
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U.N. envoy pledges to pursue 
efforts to help Gulf evacuees. 


AMMAN (R) — U.N. envoy 
Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, who 
fears aid workers could be 
swamped if war breaks out in the 
Gulf, plans to visit Iran, Turkey 
and Syria soon to ensure they can 
cope with any fresh exodus of 
refugees. 

A U.N. relief official said that 
Prince Sadruddin, who left Am- 
man for Geneva on Wednesdy, 
would also be working our the 
cost of any new relief effort dur- 
ing his tour which may also take 
him to Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 

u He is planning to visit all 
countries which have an influx 
problem or a potential problem,” 
said the official, who declined to 
be named. These would definitely 
include Turkey and Syria, which 
have both accepted tens of 
thousands of refugees fleeing Iraq 
and occupied Kuwait. 

“He wants to make sure we 


have enough tents, food and 
above all, transport and to put 
some price tags on this,” be said. 
The International Organisation 
of Migration, organising an airlift 
out of Jordan, bas taken options 
on future flights. 

The prince also wants to go to 
Iraq, where between 250,000 and 

300,000 refugees are waiting to 
leave, but Baghdad says he is not 
welcome. 

U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Pcreze de Cuellar has appealed to 
Iraq to reverse its stance but the 
official said nothing bad been 
beard from Baghdad so far. 

Prince :Sadruddmi had just 
spent three days touring refugee 
camps and talking to officials in 
Jordan, which bas had to cope 
with half a million refugees, 
mostly Arabs and Asians, who 
fled after Iraq's August 2 invasion 
of Kuwait. 


As Jordan’s refugee crisis 
eased, with many being flown to 
their countries of origin, a camp 
at the ‘ International Trade Fair 
grounds which once held over 

20,000 refugees was closed. 

Almost 11.000 refugees arrived 
on Tuesday through the 
Ruweished border crossing but 
15,919 left Jordan. 

At Azraq I, a well-equipped 
camp in the desert northeast of 
Amman , 2,000 arrived on Tues- 
day wirile 2,800 left. 

Mohammed Essaafi, a coordi- 
nator at the U.N. Disaster Relief 
Organisation, said new desert 
camps and increased capacity in 
existing ones were planned. 
Food, tents and blankets were 
being stockpiled in Cyprus. 

Three U.S. military planes were 
due to fly tents and other supplies 
to Jordan this week and to flyout 
refugees. 


80 factories ready 
for investors in Irbid 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Al Hassan 
Industrial City in Irbid, which has 
built on 42 dunums of land with 
facilities for more than 80 factor- 
ies and other businesses, is now 
ready for investors and at least 
one factory bas started opera- 
tions, accoding to Jordan Indust- 
rial Estates Corporation Director 
Fayez Suheimat. 

A biscuit factory employing 50 
workers started production, with 
25 per cent of it exported to Arab 
countries. A factory producing 
chemical detergents is expected 
to stan production in the coming 
three months, with almost all die 
production goinglo foreign coun- 
tries. particularly to the Soviet 
Union, Suheimat said in a state- 
ment to the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, Wednesday. 

Both the biscuit factory, which 
has a capital of JD 300,000, and 
the detergent plant, with a JD 

700,000 capital, employ only 
Jordanian workers and engineers, 
Suheimat said. 


Economist 

urges 

compensations 
for sanctions 
losses 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is 
totally committed to the imple- 
mentation of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions imposing 
sanctions on trade and dealings 
with Iraq, and is losing hundreds 
of millions of dinars as a result, 
but the Kingdom hopes that the 
Arab Gulf countries mil under- 
stand Jordan's difficult situation 
and, together with the world 
community, will provide com- 
pensation to the country, Jorda- 
nian economist Jawad Al Anani 
said in a television programme 
presented Wednesday. 

Jordan, he said, is losing trade 
since ft will no more export any- 
thing to Iraq or Kuwait as long as' 
the sanctions last, and is now 
losing money remittances from 
Jordanians working in Kuwait. 

According to Anani, Jordan's 
services to Kuwait and Iraq in 
1988 amounted to JD 300 million, 
rising to JD 3ft) million in 1989 
and could have readied JD 400 
million according to estimates. 

In 1988 Jordan exported goods 
to Iraq and Kuwait worth JD 74 
million, rising to JD 140 m i ll ion 
in 1989 and was expected to reach 
JD 2ft) million during this year. 

In addition to that, Jordan is 
now deprived- of nearly JD 400 
million in money transfers from 
Jordanian expatriates working in 
Kuwait and the Gulf region, Ana- 
ni said. 

“The sanctions imposed on 
Iraq are adversely affecting Jor- 
dan’s trade with other countries, 
since all ships carrying goods to 
Jordan are either turned away to 
unload at other ports or searched 
thoroughly or turned away com- 
pletely, Anani added. 

He said that Jordan had 8,000 
lorries worth JD 250 million, 40 
per cent of which are now lying 
idle since most operations were 
conducted between Aqaba and 
Iraqi destinations, 

“In addition, 7,000 workers at 
Aqaba Port could be laid off as 
work at the port has been drasti- 
cally reduced,” Anani added. He 
said that Jordan is now rendered 
unable to compete with other 

countries exp a t lin g phosphate, 
potash, cement and fertilisers be- 
cause of the additional cast of 
insurance on maritime transport. 


He said that the two factories 
bad -charted plans to sell products 
worth JD 6 million in 1991, rising 
to JD 8 million in 1992. 

“As all the basic infrastructure 
has been laid JTEC is now proces- 
sing applications by investors to 
pave the way for their commence- 
ment of operations,” Suheimat 
said. 

“Investors can either rent fac- 
tories or buy plots of land within 
the premises to set up factories, 
but the amount to be paid within 
Al Hassan Industrial City in Irbid 
is about 25 per cent less than that 
paid by investors for property at 
the Sahab Industrial City south 
east of Amman,” Suheimat said. 

He said that Irbid was chosen 
as the site for the new industrial* 
dty due to its important location 
near the main international 
routes linking Jordan with Syria, 
Iraq and Saudi Arabia and be- 
cause it lies near major towns like 
Mafraq and Ramtha in the north 


and east. 

With reference to the infras- 
tructure within the industrial dty, 
Suheimat said that the project 
had been provided with networks 
of water, roads, a sewerage sys- 
tem, waste water treatment plant, 
electridty, telephone, a civil de- 
fence centre, a police station and 
banks. 

_ “In addition, the new industrial 
dty has an employment office, 
run by the Ministry of Labour, a 
Vocational Training Centre, and 
most important, a permanent ex- 
hibition to display samples of 
various industries,” Suheimat 
said. 

He said that investors buying 
plots of land within the site were 
allowed to spread their payments 
over five years and oould benefit 
from the infrastructure and aU the 
incentives and privileges offered 
by the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade. 


Jordanians expelled 
from Saudi Arabia 


AMMAN (R) — Saudi Arabia, 
angered by Amman’s stance in 
the Gulf crisis, has expelled at 
least 50 Jordanians in the past 
three weeks, Jordanian officials 
said on Wednesday. 

They said the Saudi officials 
had turned back 20 others at the 
border in the same period and 
verbally abused hundreds. 

Jordanian security and govern- 
ment said the Sandi moves were 
pan of a pattern of retaliation by 
Gulf states angered by what hey 
see as the pro-Iraqi stand of 
Jordan and the PLO. 

They said Qatar had expelled 
dozens of Jordanians of Palesti- 
nian origin and harmed Jordanian 
passport-holde rs from renewing 
work and residence permits. 

The United Arab Emirates has 
tightened residence regulations 
for Palestinians and Jordanians 
and Egypt has imposed entry 
restrictions on Palestinians with 
Jordanian passports, the officials 
said. 

The measures have worried 
officials in Jordan, already strug- 
gling to cope with its own people 
fleeing Kuwait a$ well as a flood 
of Asian and Arab refugees. 

Returning Jordanians, often 
penniless, are putting added 
pressure on water ami food stocks 
and competing for jobs while 
unemployment is soaring. The 
loss of remittances is swelling the 
huge balance of payments deficit. 

Jordan opposes both Bagh- 


dad's annexation of Kuwait and 
the deployment of foreign troops 
in Saudi Arabia to protea it 
against any attack. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein has won strong grassroots 
support in Jordan for being seen 
to stand np to the West. The 
downfall of Kuwait's ruling fami- 
ly bas won little sympathy among 
Jordanians and I^estinians who 
complained they were treated as 
second-class citizens there. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
told Al Ra'i newspaper that at 
least 100,000 Jordanians had fled 
Kuwait since Iraq's Aug. 2 inva- 
sion. Some 27,000 evacoees' chil- 
dren registered in Jordanian 
schools over the past five days. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Jordanians, many of Palestinian 
origin, work in Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and other Gulf states. 

While Gulf states are turning 
Jordanians away, Iraq apparently 
wants them to come back to 
Kuwait. 

A border officer said on 
Wednesday that Iraq had begun 
issuing visas to Jordanians who 
left Kuwait after Aug. 23, despite 
saying earlier that foreigners who 
departed after that dare could not 
return. 

“As of yesterday, they began 
giving visas to Jordanian teachers 
and all (Jordanian) employees 
whom they badly need in 
Kuwait,” he said. 


Charitable societies 
discuss coordination 


AMMAN (Petra) — Heads of 
charitable societies operating 
within tiie Amman region held a 
general meeting Wednesday to 
review coordination among these 
societies in providing assistance 
to needy groups in Jordan under- 
the present difficult circumst- 
ances. 

The meeting was chaired by 
Fakhri Bilbeisi, head of tbe 
societies’ union in the Amman 
area, who said in a statement 
later that the meeting had discus- 
sed the formation of specialised 
c ommitte es to supervise activities 
related to the provision of assist- 
ance in cooperating with the 
General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS). 

The charitable societies, he 


said, will be providing food and 
clothes and will also try to find 
homes for homeless people. 

“Working under the supervi- 
sion of specialised committees 
these societies, which group 

30,000 volunteers, will take part 
in first aid and rescue operations 
in times of war, will help is 
nursing the wounded and in 
securing means of transport for 
the doctors and supervise the. 
storing of food and medical sop-, 
plies in warehouses for later use,” 
he added. 

Bflbeisi said tbe meeting had 
decided to set up an operation’s 
room for the societies' activities 
in Amman. 

According to Bilbeisi, there are 
176 charitable societies operating 
in the Amman region. 
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Old habits die hard 

WHEN FORMER U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz 
was making one of his rounds in the Middle East before be 
retired, be came to Jordan with a thick Die. EQs dossier 
contained press dippings in which Jordanian cohmufets 
and writers, mainly from the Jordan Times, had heavily 
criticised U.S. policies in the area, invariably accusing the 
Reagan a dminis tration of bias towards Israel in its handling 
of the Palestinian problem. 

Shultz, being die great democrat he is (actually Shultz is a 
Republican who has called for legalising the use of drugs In 
the U.S.), at the time thought or conveyed the impression 
that the government of Jordan was behind or responsible for 
the criticism by the Jordanian press of American positions 
on the Arab- Israeli conflict. 

The government in office at the time, we are now told, 
tried in vain to convince the secretary of state that what the 
columnists wrote was their opinion and that Jordan was 
more than willing and ready to accept U.S. leadership In the 
quest for peace in the Middle East. 

In those days, Jordan was not exactly a democracy and 
various governments did have their daily problems with the 
media, but especially the daily newspapers which have 
mainly been independently owned and operated. Those 
governments did often try to exert control on the press, hot 
it was always a tug-of-war between the authorities and the 
journalists. 

The picture has changed considerably since last Novem- 
ber, when free and democratic parliamentary elections were 
held for the first time in decades. But convincing people that 
Jordan’s four dailies are truly independent remains a 
difficult problem. 

We, in the Jordan Times, resent it when fellow journal-' 
ists, especially international colleagues, describe ns as a 
government mouthpiece. It is trne that all of ns care deeply 
for the interests and well-being of the state, hot it is equally 
true that we are no more influenced by our government than 
most if not all world journalists are influenced by their own 
governments. 

The issue here is not so much ns. We have {earned to take 
in criticism as it comes. The problem ties with those who will, 
not accept that Jordan is serious about its democracy taking 
hold in our society at aO levels. 

Take for example what two American officials said on 
Monday. Assistant Secretary of State for the Middle East 
John Kelly and State Department spokeswoman Margaret 
Tutwfler both lashed out at Jordan for hosting the pan-Arab 
peoples conference that ended in Amman on Monday. 

Calling the meeti ng “radic al” mid describing delegates as 
representatives of ’t e rroris t ” groups, foe two offidab were 
insinuating that the government of Jordan was responsible 
for and should have muzzled whatever the partic i p an ts had 
to say. 

Forgotten, ignored or overlooked in the American bar- 
gain is the (act that the con f ere n ce was called and organised 
not by Jordan but by an alliance of political groups hi the 
Kingdom. And then whoever said what at the meeting is not 
Jordan’s responsibility, for everybody Is responsible for 
what be or she says and everyone has the freedo m to speech. 
Thirdly, instead of blasting Jordan for what the Americans 
had heard from a conference held here, U.S. offidab would 
do a better job if they devoted more time and effort to 
understanding and assessing the true senti m en ts and feel- 
ings of the Arab masses whom the delegates represented and 
reflected in their three-day meeting in Amman. 

To the Americans, old habits seem to die hard. That 
should pose no problem to os, except that what they are 
talking about there involves us, and it b no ns e nse . 

Incidentally, tins b not Jordan’s response to the State 
Department’s dismay with the Kingdom’s hosting of the 
“radical” conference. If anyone needs a reminder, this b 
the Jordan Times’ editorial for Thursday, Sept. 20, 1990. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES" 

U.S. Air Commander General Michael Dugan has been dismissed 
from his post for disclosing details about a massive American air 
strike on Baghdad when war breaks out. said AJ RaT da9y 
Wednesday. But the American general's views simply reflect 
ideas of scores of other American generals who are indignant to 
see Washington reluctant to launch attack, foe paper said. Of 
course the Iraqis are not sitting idle, and the residents of the Iraqi 
capital do not expect U.S. war {Hanes to bring them roses, since 
they realise that it is the harp military might which the 
U.S.-Western alliance wants to target in the event of war, the 
paper continued. Those who have been urging Washington to opt 
for a military action in the Gulf, including the big and the small 
allies, can only be satisfied when they see Iraq’s military power 
destroyed for good and the American hegemony imposed on the 
Arab nation, said the paper. These allies sec in the talk about a 
political settlement as a means of dashing away their hopes, and 
therefore, they tend to oppose such ideas and continue to urge 
Washington to take military action, the paper added. But it said 
that should the United States start a war on Iraq, the millions of 
Arabs and Muslims will seize this opportun i ty to settle old scores 
with the West and with the enemies of the Arab nation. 

A columnist in A! Ri’i daily thanks the Ministry of Health for 
openly announcing the discovery of three cases of cholera among 
the evacuees, thus reassuring the public that everything was under 
control. Salafa Abdul Samad says that the announcement is bound 
to put an end to all rumours about foe health situation in foe 
evacuees camps, and to reassure everyone that foe ministry's 
. teams were doing all they can to prevent an outbreak of the 
disease through continuous ix&pectfons and medical treatment 
The writer warns foe me m bers of foe public against muting with 
the evacuees because of the fear that they might be carrying 
cholera viruses and not as a way of discriminating against these 
people. 


Iraqis feel Impact 
of sanctions but 
vow never to bend 


By Wafa Amr 

The Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — Iraq is 
beginning to fed the impact of 
economic sanctions, but resi- 
dents of the capital say they're 
determined to resist outside 
pressure. 

Some businesses have 
dosed, food prices have soared 
and goods are in short supply. 
But people rarely complain. 
Grumbling is frowned upon by 
the Iraqi government. 

Bread, powdered milk, 
sugar, rice, macaroni, chicken 
and rice are in short supply. 
Other food is available, but 
prices have skyrocketed since 
foe United Nations imposed 
foe trade sanctions Aug. 6. 

The sanctions were imposed 
to force President Saddam 
Hussein to withdraw foe troops 
he sent to Kuwait Aug. 2 to 
take over the oil-rich Gulf 
state. 

“The west believes we will 
kneel to their mil when they 
impose sanctions against us. 
But we have stored for all our 
needs," said Salwa Bayati, a 
mother of two who chatted 


with neighbours over morning 
cof fe e last week. 

The coffee was served with- 
out sugar, which was in short 
supply even before foe trade 
embargo. 

Iraqi housewives commonly 

keep household food 
storerooms full and refrigera- 
tors stocked, a habit developed 
during foe eight-year war with 
Iran. 

The Iraqi government has 
dosed down all fast-food res- 
taurants and many pasrry 
shops because they use large 
amounts of sugar. Those re- 
maining open bake bread in- 
stead of sweets. 

The women said more food 
was available during foe war 
with Iran than now, but they 
still have loaded up foeir 
shelves and refrigerators de- 
spite government warnings 
against boarding. 

The women said the last war 
and foe current crisis have 
caused them to economise and 
leant from their hardships. 

“Today's children are foe 
war generation. They tolerate 
conditions, other children can- 
not." said Hana Sabah. 


Elsewhere in Baghdad, life 
appears foe same for the most 
part, if more difficult. 

Throughout foe city, people 
lined up in long queues outside 
bakery shops to get the daily 
ration of bread. Loaves are 
smaller in and people have 
.stopped eating white bread. 

"We are out of bread to- 
day," said a waiter in one of 
Baghdad’s finer restaurants. 
They were also out of rice. If a 
customer wanted tea or coffee, 
be drank it black. 

In a Baghdad hospital, a 
doctor said some operations 
were being postponed and only 
emergency cases were treated 
because surgery thread, alco- 
hol and other medical items 
are in short supply. 

Tank AJ Sukooti, a leader of 
the accountants and anditors 
union, said Iraqi people sup- 
port their president because 
they believe be is doing the 
right thing. He said Westerners 
don't understand the Arab 
mentality. 

"Iraqi people would rather 
starve than accept humilia- 
tion," he said. 


Fears that Kashmir will 
erupt into war ease 


By Jacqueline Frank 


WASHINGTON — India and 
Pakistan, dangerously dose to 
war this summer, are entering a 
cooling-off phase that could keep 
their troops apart through the 
winter, according to U.S. officials 
and private foreign policy 
analysts. 

More than 1.000 people have 
been killed this year in the north- 
ern Indian state of Kashmir, 
where Muslim insurgents are 
fighting for independence from 
Hindu-dominated India. India 
has charged Islamic Pakistan with 
arming and aiding the rebellion 
and has sent troops to the region. 

But analysts say the tensions 
between Islamabad and New De- 
lhi over Kashmir have eased as 
the two governments have be- 
come involved in their own inter- 
nal political problems and in foe 
Gulf crisis in Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia. 

"The possibility of an immi- 


nent explosion appears to have 
receded, partly as a result of 
timely intervention by (U.S. de- 
puty National security adviser 
Robert) Gates in Islamabad and 
subsequently by Soviet diplomats 
in New Delhi." said Selig Harri- 
son of the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace, a private 
think tank. 

Tndia and Pakistan have fought 
two of their three wars over 
Kashmir since gaining independ- 
ence from Britain in 1947. Con- 
cern in Moscow and Washington' 
that another war could erupfwas 
deepened by fears that both India 
and Pakistan could have access to 
nudear weapons. 

Washington has traditionally 
had closer ties with Pakistan, 
while Moscow enjoys warm rela- 
tions with India. The two super- 
powers both sought to have the 
Kashmiri problem resolved in 
talks involving the United Na- 
tions. 

One U.S. offidal. who asked 
not to be named, said the pre- 
sence of weak governments in 


both India and Pakistan has 
helped lessen the threat of war. 

“I think we're seeing a lessen- 
ing in tensions as both countries 
are distracted by other things." 
he said. 

Pakistan is struggling to remark 
its government after the August 6. 
ouster of Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto and the dissolution of the. 
national assembly by President' 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan. New elec- 
tions are to take place October 
24. 

The analysts also note that 
Pakistan has sent troops to the 
Gulf, making it not a good time 
to face India in action in 
Kashmir. 

Although they say the threat of 
imminent" war appears to have 
receded, the analysts see little 
chance of an early end to violence 
in Kashmir. 

India has poured at least 25.000 
paramilitary police into the Kash- 
mir valley to quell the revolt by 
the Kashmir separatists. Kash- 
miri Muslims accuse them of mur- 
der. rape and burning homes. 


Peace efforts to solve Cambodia’s 
civil war face more difficulties 


By Kevin Cooney 

Reuters 

BANGKOK — The acrimonious 
collapse of Cambodian peace 
talks here on Wednesday could 
seriously delay international 
efforts to rescue that benighted 
country from its decade of civil 
war. 

Even as officials of the 
Phnom Penh go ve r nm ent and 
foe three guerrilla groups allied 
against it prepared their last 
accusatory statements and Thai 
diplomats fruitlessly tried to per- 
suade them to issue a face-saving 
Mauri co mmuniq ue , foe attention 
of delegates and diplomats 
shifted to Paris. 

On Monday, the French gov- 
ernment said it was willing, on 
short notice, to act as host for yet 
another major peace conference 

that woukl involve the superpow- 
ers, regional po w ers and the 
Cambodian belligerents. 

“The only way to make prog- 
ress is for foe United Nations to 
come in," a senior Khmer Rouge 
official said. "The U.N. win get 
i n volved again at foe Paris con- 
ference. The sooner we get to 
Paris foe better." 

But foe failure of the four 
Cambodian factious to advance 
foe cause of peace by an inch 
when they gathered to form a 
supreme national council has put 
foe Paris talks in jeopardy, diplo- 
mats said. 

“The French believed that this 
(Bangkok) meeting would pro- 
vide at least some momentum 
that would carry over," a West- 
ern diplomatic specialist in 
Cambodunafiainsaid- “Instead, 
momentum has been lost. 

“Some new dement is going U> 
have to be mtrodneed. No way 


are the French going to host a 
meeting that is doomed to fail." 

“We have been quite willing to 
reconvene in Paris ax any time,” a 
French diplomat said. “But what 
has happened in Bangkok may 
well influence that position." 

The Supreme National Coun- 
cil. ag r ee d upon last week in 
Jakarta under p re ss ure from the 
factions’ superpower sponsors, 
even failed to agree on how to 
seat Prince Norodom Sihanouk, 
foe gDerriUa affiance leader, as 

Before foe conference began 
all sides had agreed to give Siha- 
nouk foe job as bead of the 
carnal, where power is evenly 
divided b e tw een the Phnom Penh 
g over n ment and the guerrillas 
with six votes apiece. 

On Monday as the c o n feren ce 1 
opened, Hun Sen, the Phnom 
Penh prime minister, refused go 
give in to guerrilla demands that 
Sihanouk take a 13th seat. He 
wanted the alliance to give (me of 

its seats to foe former monarch. 

The conference never really 
got any further. 

By Wednesday the hopes dele- 
gates bad expressed for progre ss 
looked as battered as foe newly- 
laid lawn around the abandoned 
Cambodian embassy which had 
been trampled on by a hundred 
journalists as they waited for a 
word of peace to come out of 
Monday's meeting. 

Delegates from both sides bad 
said they hoped the Supreme 
National Council would send a 
unified delegation to represent 
Cambodia at the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York. 
There was even talk of a cease- 
fire. 

On Wednesday, Hun Sen said: 
“We could not produce any posi- 


tive result because of Prince Siha- 
nouk’s political tactics." 

Hun Sen’s actions “can only be 
construed as an a tte mpt to kill 
(foe peace process)... and there- 
fore to prolong the war in Cam- 
bodia," said foe Khmer Rouge, 
whose reign of terror there from 
1975 to 1979 brought on a Viet-* 
□amese invasion. The Viet- 
namese have backed foe Phnom 
Penh government they installed 
ever since. 

The formation of the Supreme 
National Council was a key ele- 
ment of what was called a last- 
chance peace plan proposed by 
the permanent members of the 
U.N. Security Council. 

The plan called for the spend- 
ing of billions of dollars and foe 
dispatching of thousands of 
peacekeepers and administrators 
to Cambodia to lead foe country 
into elections. 

Now the superpowers may turn 
foeir back on the intractable 
Cambodians, diplomats say. 

“The United States has done 
its bit and Cambodia is not going 
to stand in the way of Sino- 
Soviet-U.S. relations," a Western 
diplomat said. 

As part of its efforts to move 
the Cambodian peace process 
ahead foe United States agreed to 
talk with its old enemy Vietnam 
and opened a dialogue with 
Phnom Penh. 

Informal talks between Phnom 
Penh and U.S. diplomats con- 
tinue in foe Laotian capital Vien- 
tiane, a diplomat said. 

China, which had been arming 
the Khmer Rouge, the most 
powerful of the guerrilla groups, 
and the Soviet Union, the main 
backer of Phnom Penh, agreed to 
stop sending arms into Cam- 
bodia. 


By Ixzat Dajani 

“IRAQ is a major power in tire 
region. This power carries re- 
sponsibility with it." These were 
not foe words of an Iraqi, a 
Jordanian or any ally of Iraq. 
This was rather a statement made 
by John Kelly, assistant U.S. 
secretary of state to Congress on 
July 31, 1990. Barely 48 hours 
later, on August 2, the U.S. 
denounced Iraq as an irresponsi- 
ble and its president as “public 
enemy" number one, like many 
of bis predecessors that (fid not 
conform to American interests 
and policies. 

The United States took the 
lead in masting international sup- 
port against Iraq’s takeover of 
Kuwait It exerted full pre ss u re to 
secure unanimous Security Coun- 
cil resolutions to impose a com- 
plete embargo on Iraq and freeze 
all Iraqi and Kuwaiti assets. It is 
worthy to note that the Soviet 
Union and China, supposedly 
“friends” of the Arabs, foiled to 
even abstain from endorsing foe 
Security Council resolutions. This 
confirms foe asininity of the re- 
liance by many Arab countries on 
foe East bloc as eternal allies. 
President Saddam, in February 
1990. warned his fellow Arabs 
that foe power of foe Soviet 
Union was fading, which would 
leave the United States as the 
only superpower in the world in 
general, and the Middle East in 
particular. “The Americans* 
mam aim," Saddam insisted, “re- 
mains to keep Israel strong.” This 
leads us to foe Gulf crisis, its 
origins, and reasons behind esca- 
lating it. 

It is completely understood and 
totally agreed upon and recog- 
nised that neither foe oil-produc- 
ing countries nor the industrial 
nations approve of extremely 
cheap oil, or favour overpriced 
one. Oil remains to be a com- 
modity subject to the market 
forces of supply and demand. The 
abundance of oil at very low 
prices would encourage over-con- 
sumption by the world in general 
and the industrialised nations in 
particular of this irreplaceable 
source of energy. The oil reserves 
are defined and known, und it is 
foe responsibility of the whole 
international community to con- 
serve energy and not consume 
such reserves in a short-time. 
Low prices will curtail efforts to 
invest into research, expensive by 
nature, to find alternate sources 
of energy and different methods 
of generating it. The industrial- 
ised world should not be encour- 
aged, through cheap energy, to 
become indolent in finding ways 
to improve production efficiency 
so as to reduce oil co nsump tion. 
It is worthy to note here that the 
United States produced foe same 
quantity of products in 1989 with 
one third less oil as it did in 1979. 
Japan’s production over the same 
10 year period showed better 
signs of manufacturing efficiency 
as the ofl consumed was ait by 50 
per cent for the same quantity- 
products. Furthermore, it is only 
just and fair to recognise that the 
oil-prodnring countries have the 
right to seek foe best possible 
market price for foeir oil as ft is in. 
most cases, their only commodi- 
ty. The petro-doQars are used to 
build their massive infrastruc- 
tures and transfer technology. It 
is further interesting to note that 
much of these countries' earnings 
are fed back into the industrial- 
ised world’s finatyfaf system. 

E xa mining foe other side of the 
coin, whereby oil is overpriced to 
prohibitive levels, market forces 
will then act and countries would 
be forced to curb their oil con- 
sumption. Hence, industrial pro- 
duction would fall to alarming 
levels leading to recession in the 
industrialised world. The oil-pro- 
dodng countries would be left 


with 63 they could not sell which 
would lead to the eventual result 
of foeir inability to build foeir 
infrastructures or to embark on 
foeir ambitious plans of trans- 
formation into recogniseable eco- 
nomies in the world. 

Iraq, an oil-producing nation, 
fits foe criteria described above. 
The United States recognises that 
Iraq cannot demand an oil-price 

well above an inter n a t ionally 
accepted market price. This phe- 
nomenon remains to hold true 
whether Iraq controls 9 per cent, 
20 per cent or more of foe world’s 
recognised ofl reserves. Iraq, as a 
nation and country, has 
embarked on an extremely ambi- 
tious plan of building its massive 
infrastructure, transferring tech- 
nokjy into its various sectors, 
improving and diversifying its in- 
dustries, building and maintain- 
ing its army and repaying its 
foreign debt in excess of $80 
bflfion. If Iraq did not sell its oil, 
due to unacceptable high market 
price, then Iraq would have to 
cease all its {dans. The United 
States, Europe and Japan recog- 
nise this collectively. Yet they all 
chose because of U.S. huficrous 
pressure, to adopt the futile atti- 
tude of voicing great concer n 
over the potential Iraqi control of 
over 20 per cent of the oil 


position of “feadaT states, nearly 
95 per cent of Arab wealth is 
controlled by 5 per cent of the a 
population. Saddam spoke of 
esta blishing an Arab develop- 
ment fond financed by petro- 
dollars from foe rich Arab coun- 
tries to help foe poor majority to 
bu2d its infrastructure', and be 
able to implement projects of 
development across the Arab 
World. This of course fell on deaf 
ears! The great majority of the 

Arab entertained ascetical reper- 
cussions, whilst Arab money was 
deposited in the industrialised 
West. 

So, what was truly behind the 
offensive attitude adopted by foe 
U.S. against Iraq? 

From the above, it appears that 
ofl contributes' only- to part of 
this. The U.S. refuses to recog- 
nise or address the other part, 
though as important in dimens- g 
tion if not more iu influencing the '■ 
U.S. attitude and policy. Iraq, a 
country with vast ofl reserves 
appears to be dominating foe 
scene in foe Arab World. It came 
out from an 8-year horrific war 
with Iran, as a powerful and 
determined country. Its army of 
one-million strong is the largest in 
foe Middle East equipped with 
the most sophisticated military 
hardware. Iraq, probably the 


reserves in the world. It may be . only Arab country, managed to 


also interesting to note that the 
industrialised world, including 

the U.S., should find it more 
rational to deal with “one solid 
reliable supplier than many weak 
and hasty ones!” The U.S. should 
have been thankful to Iraq for foe 
latter’s recognition of the value of 
oil and energy, and for bringing it 
to the attention of the whole 
world as a scarce commodity that 
should not be wasted. Despite of 
this many seem to still accept in 
tins context, U.S. national secur- 
ity strategies that dictate that no 
one country should co n trol such 
vital resources without being a 
satellite in the U.S. sphere of 
influence. Iraq obviously did not 
■fit this pattern, w hile many others 
did. 

' Furthermore, there is in- 


understand foe value of ledmolo-, 
gy transfer in building its institu- 
tions and designing its fotUIC. 
While Iraq transferred technolo- 
gy, the rest of foe Arab World 
seemed content to “import” it, 
and hence remained dependent 
on the countries responsible for 
such technology — modern era 
colonialists. Iraq spoke of the 
plight of tiie Palestinians and the 
injustice inflicted upon diem by 
the occupying Israeli forces. 
Whilst most Arabs spoke against * 
Israel, Saddam seemed the only 
one able to act and infli ct true 
damage to Israel’s security and 
possible image. He spoke of the 
West keeping a blind eye to 
Israeli intransigence, and took it 
upon himself, and his country, to 
rectify matters in face of this 


creased evidence to counter foe r’giobal sflence. The U.S. was put- 
U.S. claim that it is acting against no yHng a vetcr ;to - any ffetttation 
Iraq because of its national secur- — denouncing Israel, even if it were 


ity being adversely affected by 
foe Iraq’s control of vast (til re- 
serves. In 1973, and after the ofl 
embargo by the Arab World, the 
price of ofl shot up five folds. This 
resulted in very high inflation in 
the West, followed by recession 
which was greatly exacerbated in 
the hardest hit developing world. 
In 1979, tire price of (til increased 
two folds. However, many eco- 
nomists predict that the price of 
ofl would only increase by some 
percentage points following the 
c ur r en t crisis in tire Gulf. This is 
due to many reasons^ Amongst 
them the mam influences curtail- 
ing such increases are the budd- 
ing of strategic ofl reserves in 
addition to the regular oil inven- 
tory in tire U.S and the industrial- 
ised world. Such reserves can 
guarantee supplies within the 
countries for a few months, 
offsetting the immediate negative 
impa ct of any interruptions in oil 
production and supply. 

Still, tiie United States took it 
upon itself to remind the world of 
foe “aggressor” Saddam, ignor- 
ing all other aggresors in the 
world. The U.S. came to realise 
that the global confrontation in 
the 1990’s wfl^-no longer be be- 
tween East and West, but be- 
tween North and South, Rich and 
Poor, the Haves and the Have- 
nots, forcing tire industrial na- 
tions to go in competition against 
foe demanding well-armed na- 
tions and countries of the de- 
veloping world. President Sad- 


as trivial as sending a fact-finding 
missi on to the occupied territor- 
ies. To many Arabs, Saddam 
became the new Saladin who will 
free foe Arab World from all that 
is unjust. Hus of course did not 
suit Israel, nor the Jewish lobby 
in foe U.S.! 

It is left for tire intelligent 
reader to draw his own concta- 
sions on how the Jewish and f 
Zionist lobby in the U.S. influ- 
enced the American adminis- 
tration, and Congress to chal- 
lenge Iraq’s Saddam in the name 
of (til, energy, democracy and 
safeguarding foe “defenceless” 
small oil-state in the Gulf. It may 
be interesting to draw a map of' 
tiie Middle East, and measure 
U.S. reaction to «mibw incidents 
in the Gulf, without any presence 
or influence by or against Israel. 
My amazement extends hitherto 
regarding the humiliating and . 
blindfolded British and European 
response to the demands of the 
U.S. We are living in a shameful 
world! 

Glen Fisher, a U.S. foreign 
service officer and adjunct profes- 
sor at Georgetown University 
wrote in his book. International 
Negotiation, how Americans take 
joy in creating arsis when none p 
existed, because they so enjoyed 
meeting them. To this American 
myopia, Arabs shall fight back 
with patience, defiance and soli- 
darity. These are winning char ac- 
teristics, crisis-driven Americans 


dam Hussein spoke frequently of . do not have. Time wijl unfold, 
the unfair and unjust distribution however, that Israel remains; to 
of wealth in the Arab "World. Due he tire main crisis for Ame rica 
to colonial divisions and the im- and the good many Americans. ' 


Rabat summit seeks Arab formula 


(Continued from page 1) 
and Yemeni President AM Abdul- 
lah Saleh and then present the 
proposal as a unified Arab effo rt 
to Iraq and Saadi Arabia, the 
government source said. 

Ahmad Ben Souda, a special 
envoy of King Hassan, made a 
brief stopover in Amman Mon- 
day after talks with Saddam. 
Morocco has sent troops to join 
the multinational forces in Saadi 
Arabia. 

The s our c e said the p ro p os al 
would include the replacement of 
Iraqi troops in Kuwait by U.N. 
forces and deployment of Arab 
troops instead of foreign forces in 
Saudi Arabia. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
told foe Jordan Times Tuesday 
that tiie King was keen on pro- 
ducing a “collective” plan on the 
Gulf. 

“During his meeting (last 
month) with the leaden of- 
Morocco, Yemen and Sudan, tiie 


King viewed a common ground 
envisaging an Arab solution that 
halts military escalation, (Iraq’s) 
withdrawal from Kuwait, de- 
ploying Arab troops in Kuwait 
and linking the Gulf crisis with 
the Palestinian problem,” Badran 
said. 

The King proposed no speci- 
fic rotations should be submitted 
by any country until cons en sus 
had materialised so that a coDeo 
tbe plan can be proposed,” he 

add ed . 

The Algerian News Agency 
APS reported that Benjedid re- 
ceived a message from Italian 
Resident Francesco Gossiga be- 
fore flying to Rabat. Its contents 
were not disclosed. 

Kuwait s toppled eniiri gov ern- 
ment Wednesday rejected as a 
waste of time efforts by Arab 
leaden to resolve the Gulf crisis. 
__ "K uwait has not asked whether 
directly or indirectly any Arab or 
non- Arab official to undertake 


initiatives or mediations in this 
respect, out of its conviction that 
sutib attempts will not work,” the 
deposed crown prince and prime 
minister. Sheikh Saad AI Abdul- 
lah A1 Sabah said m a statement. 

“Saddam Hussein is deter- 
mined to challenge the will of the 
Arab and Muslim nation the 
int ern a ti onal c ommun it y by con- 
ti n u ing his aggression of Kuwait 
and occupying its land to satisfy 
ins expansionist desig ns , ” said 
the statement carried by the 
Kuwaiti News Agency (KUNA) 
and sent to Renters in Cyprus. 

"T hose who volunteer to 
promote (Golf peace) initiatives 
that are only a waste of time and 


tfon of Arab ranks th pnM re- 
member that the real canse of foe 
crisis Js Saddam Hmsem’g a ggr es- 
sion, Sheikh SmH was quoted as 
Mjing. 














JWdinm TTlm® 


' ^udaf. 

V!;$ 

1 C* ST* 0 . 




e 

Published Every Thursday 


‘PfcepJH 

■fan!?* 


Sept 20 1990 jg 


New world opens to Soviet students 
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By Marc Aubert 

Editor’s Note : The writer is a 24-year-old student from 
Switzerland who is studying at New York University and 
recently partic ipated in a three-week study tour organised by 
the University of Pennsylvania to promote contacts with Soviet 
students. 


LENJN1GRAD, USSR — If 
expectation run high in the 
Soviet Union with the prom- 
ise of Mikhail Gorbachevas 
reforms, they may be highest 
among Soviet students. 

The Soviet leader himself 
has proclaimed that a total 
restructuring of the educa- 
tional system is vital for the 
success of perestroika , and 
the students are waiting. In the 
meantime many say they are 
disappointed by the slow pace 
of change. With their future at 
stake, some have begun to 
organise and put forward de- 
mands. 

“Work, work, work n — 
Lenin’s favourite motto that 
adorns the entrance of most 
educational buildings rings 
hollow as a sense of unrest 
pervades schools and universi- 
ties. Some things have 
changed afready: Until 1985 
Communist indoctrination 
accounted for 17 per cent of 
the school curriculum, but 
since perestroika , the Ma/x- 
ist-Leninist doctrine has be- 
come obsolete. Worse still . 
old school books actually con- 
tradict the leadership’s cur- 
rent liberalisation policy, 
which led the State Commit- 
tee on Public^ Education, the 
highest, education authority, 
to abolish the mandatory ex- 
amination in world history. 

A programme designed to 
present facts instead of doc- 
trine was introduced: It gives 
students a new version of in- 
ternational and pre-revolu- 
tionary Russian history “We 
want our students to under- 
take a comparative study (of 
history). We don't want any 
more dogmatic, parrot- 
fashion learning in praise of the 
party,” declares Mikbeal 
Sieptsov, deputy director of 


Intemationl Relations in the 
State Committee for Public 
Education. Allowing students 
an objective study of history 
and foreign political systems 
would have been unthinkable 
until recently. “I used to teach 
my own son the history he 
wasn’t getting at school ,” 
admits die 45-year-old offi- 
cial. 

Cultural diversity is another 
issue being raised by students. 
Commenting on the question- 
ing mood which is starting to 
change the life of many educa- 
tional facilities, Sieptsov 
notes: “In order to avoid the 
dangers of what we have seen 
in Lithuania and die Cau- 
casus, we are going to have to 
accept that there is cultural 
diversity and we are going to 
have to give every culture a 
chance to express itself. " Un- 
til recently, all classes were 
taught in Russian throughout 
the USSR.- ‘ 

In what is seen as a signifi- 
cant gesture towards giving 
regions a certain amount of 
cultural and linguistic auton- 
omy, 500 school children in 
the north of the country , will 
soon receive school books 
issued by the state in they 
own language. 

• The changes in the educa-.. 
tion system are also destined 
to open the outside world to 
Soviet students. Until 1985, 
no Soviet youth co”ld even 
dream of leaving the country 
to study abroad. In 1989 that 
dream became a reality for 
450 Soviet students who took 
part in exchange programmes, 
with the U.S. and other coun- 
tries. Some stayed for only 
two weeks, others for a full 
year. By 1992, 1,000 students 
will be able to study abroad. 
Last summer, two female 


students from Leningrad Uni- 
versity were sent to California 
to improve their English. But 
fellow students complain of 
favouritism in the selection 
process to go abroad. “It 
wasn’t fair. The two students 
weren’t chosen for their 
academic performance, they 
were selected because their 
fathers are influential mem- 
bers of the party,” says 24- 
year-Qld Valdimir Skoolko , 
who also studies English. 

But, he adds: "This won’t 
happen again. Now the stu- 
dents have a say in choosing 
who will be selected to study 
abroad .” Skoolko is a repre- 
sentative of the Komsomol, 
die Communist Party’s youth 
organisation. 

Meanwhile, Soviet universi- 
ties have begun to upgrade 
their fadhties in order to re- 
ceive the foreign students in- 
volved in the exchange prog- 
rammes. Already, about 30 
American students who are 
learning Russian completed 
the January -June semester at 
the linguistics department of 
Leningrad University. 

Also in the works is a pro- 
ject launched by the State 
Committee for Public Educa- 
tion to encourage exchanges 
between Soviet and foreign 
university professors. Foreign 
specialists are being called 
upon to help in areas that 
until now bad no place in the • 
Soviet education system. For 
example, foreign. -academics, 
will participate in the creation 
of a business school at Mos- 
cow University. Until recent- 
ly, business textbooks were a 
rarity available only on the 
black market for a small for- 
tune. ‘ . . 

To most students these 
changes fall short of the prom- 
ises for sweeping reform. An- 
xious to move ahead, about a 
year ago they set up a student 
council to present student de- 
mands to tiie authorities. One 
of the council’s achievements 


was to improve living condi- 
tions. Alex Konopelko, an 
English language student at 
Leningrad University, com- 
plains that his lodgings are run 
down and have neither hot 
water nor heating, but he has 
some cause for satisfaction : 
"At least we now have the 
right to choose our room- 
mates and we no longer have 
people imposed on us. Now I 
can finally share my room 
with my wife and my 9-year- 
old son,” be says. 

To marry as he did at 22 is 
not uncommon in the Soviet 
Union. Many students say 
that they need the compan- 
ionship. trust and intimacy 
prodded by marriage as an 
antidote to a restrictive socie- 
ty. On the minus side . mar- 
ried life often proves very 
difficult. Like most Soviet 
people, Konopelko says he 
had no access to effective con- 
traception. and few are those 
who can raise children on the 
SO roubles ( less than $10) allo- 
cated to couples as state sup- 
port. Young couples are often 
forced to have their parents 
care for the grandchildren. 

The thirst for change has 
brought disaffection for the 
Komsomol. Five years ago, 
membership was a prere- 
quisite for anyone wishing to 
study at university. Today 85 
per cent of the 15,000 students 
at Leningrad University have 
tossed away their membership 
cards.' As representative of 
the organisation, Skoolko’s 
job used to be to attend Com- 
munist Party conferences, dis- 
tribute propaganda leaflets 
and chase up Komsomol 
members who were behind on 
paying their membership fee. 

These days be is under con- 
stant criticism from his fellow 
students. “By being a member 
of the party, I can negotiate 
with the authorities,” he 
argues. "I can openly say 
things no dissident 'would 
have even dared third: 10 



A representative of the Communist youth 
organisation, Vladimir ShooKko, sees a new 
role for himself as students make themselves 
heard. 


years ago.” 

Says fellow student 
Konopelko: "In the Soxiet 
Union, in order to gain the 
right to a university educa- 
tion, regardless o f the school, 
one had to be a good Com- 
munist first and foremost. I 
have to take four examina- 
tions on different aspects of 
the Communist doctrine to be 
accepted into the following 
year of my studies. " Students 
at Leningrad University' haw 
battled against the system and 
have managed to do away 
with the military ideology 
course winch they are no lon- 
ger obliged to attend. Howev- 
er, they still have to sir the 
annual examination. 

Students are also asking for. 
the- right -to -study-what they/ 
want. For example, ' Che few. 
who get top marks in the 
university entrance exam are 
allowed to study the language 
of their choice. The rest have 
to take state-imposed courses, 
as is the case for Dimitri 
Voleg, 27, who is studying 
Portugese. 

What happens after uni- 
versity is another hotly de- 
bated issue. Now, a graduate 
who has passed the necessary 
exams must work for three 
years in an institution selected 
by the state before he actually 


receives a university diploma. 
Quite often, the imposed job 
has no connection with what 
the youth has studied. A lan- 
guage graduate can well end 
up on an assembly line in a 
factory. 

Restrictions of movement 
are also a block to young 
people's careers . They cannot 
live and work where they 
choose. Witness the case of 
Skoolko whose ambition is to 
become an Englisb-Russian 
interpreter: He is from a small 
town 2,000 kilometres away 
from Leningrad that offers 
few employment opportunities, 
yet the law dictates that he 
live where he was bom, unless 
he can obtain a special author- 
isation. "1 am going to have to 
get-a divorce and then marry a 
* woman from' Leningrad jn 
"order to get ' the necessary 
papers so I can stay and work 
here.” he say's," but I don’t 
want to abandon my wife and 
2-year-old daughter. So I well 
have to divorce again in order 
to re-many the woman I 
love.” 

The students are proud of 
having made some inroads 
into the system that domin- 
ates their lives, and it encour- 
ages them to continue asking 
for more world — World " 
News Link. 




War And Peace boosts fortunes of Seattle Opera 
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By Tim Klass 
The Associated press 

SEATTLE — No longer is the 
Seattle Opera merely a ring- 
er. Its emerging maturity was 
established by this summer’s 
“ war and peace,” which 
general Director Speight 
J enkins said enjoyed the best 
ticket sales in the company’s 
27-year history. 

The $2. 2-million produc- 
tion of Sergei Prokofiev’s 
rarely performed work 
showed that the company, 
known for its ring cycles, 
could rise to any operatic 
challenge. 

High praise was drawn by 
the lighting of Neil Peter Jam- 
polis, 573 costumes by Bruno 
Schwcng] and the opera's set, 
based on a room at the Her- 
mitage in Leningrad. 

Still , noted Jenkins, there 
were “ more reviews and en- 
thusiastic reviews” for Der 
Ring des Niebelungen, 


Richard Wagner’s four-part 
operatic Tour de Force that 
was performed annually from 
1975 to 1987, the longest run 
outside the composer's home 
.dty of Bayreuth, Germany. 

It was for Das Rheingold, 
Die WaSkuxe, Siegfried, and 
Gotterdammerung that the 
Seattle Opera was proclaimed 
America’s leading Wagnerian 
Opera company” by Wagner 
'news. 

t .When he .shelved the ring 
three years ago , mostly for 
financial reasons, Jenkins 
hoped to revive it every two 
or three years. Now be says it 
will be about every four years, 
starting in 1991. ■ 

“The thing that first got us 
off the ring-only Opera com- 
pany reputation was ‘Orfeo et 
Euridhe^’ a new production 
of the ancient Orpheus legend 
in French in January 1988, 
Jenkins said. 

Of the company's six pro- 
ductions last year, four were 


new. 

Ticket sales for the mini- 
malist ", Satyagraba ” by Philip 
Glass were about 70 per cent 
in 1988. Last summer, a $1.6- 
miHion production of Wag- 
ner’s Die Meistersinger. von 
Numberg drew 92 per cent 

The best gate for the ring 
was 86 per cent of capacity in 
1987. 

Before the opening of War 
and Peace as part of the 
Goodwill Games Arts Festival 
on July 22, Jenkins said he’d 
be thrilled if sales surpassed 
90 per cent. Tickets for the 
eight performances went so 
fast that for the first time in 
the company’s 27-year his- 
tory, a ninth performance was 
added on Aug. 7. 

It, too , sold out, with as 
many as half the takers bear- 
ing War and Peace a second 
time and others making their 
first visit to the 3,000-seat 
Opera house. 

One performance also was 


taped for brgh-deGnition tele- 
vision, a new technology 
offering much closer detail 
and greater depth ofSeld than 
standard television. 

Overall, ticket buyers came 
from at least 48 states and 
seven foreign countries , said 
Marketing Director Jim 
Bailey. 

It took Prokofiev roughly 
three times longer to com- 
plete his sprawling Opera — 
and get it past Joseph Stalin's 
.censors — than Leo Tolstoy 
to write bis epic novel of the 
shifting fortunes of Gve fami- 
lies during the war in which 
Russia defeated Napoleon's 
forces in 1812. 

Even with half an hour of 

cuts, the production was the 

most complete ever mounted 
in the United States, lasting 
four hours with one intermis- 
sion. There were nearly three 
dozen singers in 69 roles , an 
80-member chorus, more than 
100 supernumeraries and 80 


musicians. 

The cast included Soviet 
and U.S. singers. Bolshoi 
Opera Conductor Mart, 
Ermler directed the Seattle 
Symphony Orchestra. 

Heightening the stakes was 
a $750,000 deficit for the year 
ending June 30, the Seattle 
Opera’s first red ink in five 
years , including about , 
$200,000 from " Meistersin- 
ger, ” Jenkins said. 

"Everyone is (a gambler) in 
this business , I guess,” he 
said. "If you’re going to do 
this kind of Opera, you have 
to take some risks.” 

The risk paid off. 

Ticket sales covered about 
50 per cent of the cost, an 
unusually high proportion, 
and War and Peace will regis- 
ter no more than 'a modest 
loss if $250,000 in donations is 
raised by Dec. 31. 

In U.S. Opera, especially 
outside New York, produc- 
tion deficits are the rule even 


for sell-outs. 

"We try to make it up in 
general contributions, ” Jenk- 
ins said. "Money follows suc- 
cess. That's true in any arts 
business. ” 

The artistic risk and reward 
were at least as great. 

"Prokofiev has been hand- 
somely served, ” Allan Ulrich 
wrote in the San Francisco 
Examiner. 

The production "strongly 
underlined the work's 
strengths and did much to 
make its clumsiest scenes 
tolerable... (with) a flowing 
continuity not inherent in the 
score’s scenes-from-Tolstoy 
form, ” wrote Dona] Henaban 
in the New York Times. 

What's next, after the ring 
next summer? 

“7 know exactly what’s 
coming. I’m just not prepared 
to announce it yet,” Jenkins 
said. But "Aida” was not a 
bad guess, he said. 


Russian baritone gains success after slow start 


By Urn Klass 

The Associated Press 

SEATTLE— Baritone Vladi- 
mir Chernov has gone from 
bfr parts at the Kirov Opera to 
top rotes mound the world m 
hardy two years. 

In the Seattle Opera’s 
Soviet-U.S. production of 
■ War and Peace, July 22- Aug. j 
7, Ids renditio n of Andrei 
Bolkonsky drew standing ova- 
tions and nearly unanimous 
CBtfcai aedahn. 


Chernov, 36, said through a 
translator he listened only 
briefly to a 28-year-old re- 
cording of the Sergei Pro- 
kofiev work. 

* Fortunately , I don’t have 
any preconceived notions of 
bow this thing should be Hke. 
Many singers copy each other 
even if they don’t want to,” he 
said. "IPs better not to listen 
to anybody and do it my own 
way.” 

Speight Jenkins, genera/. 

director of the Seattle Opera 


and a former New York Post 
music critic, cited ’Vie ease 
and his command of the whole 
baritone range , his use of 
legato (smooth, even style) 
and the freshness of his voice , 
the consistency of his voice — 
and his evenly controlled per- 
sonality off the stage. ” 

Jenkins said be rust beard 
Chernov in a minor role in 
Boris Godunov the night be- 
fore auditions for War and 
Peace in Leningrad in 1988. 

“ They brought down a 


whole bunch of singers, in- 
cluding Valdimir, ” be said. *! I 
listened to them and I said, 
" this is my Andrei ' 

Chernov sang Marcello in 
La Boheme in his U.S. debut 
in Boston last year, Don Car- 
lo in La Fotze Del Destino at 
the Scottish Opera in Glasgow 
last fall andFosain Don Carlo 
at the Los Angeles Opera in 
May. 

He rings with an Italian 
brightness in contrast with the 
“very dark, , woody timbre” 


typical of Russian men in 
opera, said War and Peace 
director Francesca Zambello . 

James Levine, artistic direc- 
tor of the Metropolitan Opera 
in New York , heard Chernov 
in an audition and signed him 
to performing and recording 
contracts for Luisa MUJernext 
spring. 

He makes bis debut at La 
Scala in Milan , Italy, on the 
opening night of the 1991 — 
1992 season and returns to 
Seattle for Barber of Seville in 


19X2 and Eugene Onegin in 
1994 

Chernov is a prime candi- 
date to become a leading bari- 
tone, Jenkins said. 

“Yes, no questions, if the 
companies will be sensitive to 
the fact that he is still a lyric 
singer who needs some time 
to move into the heavier 
roles,” Jenkins said. "To my 

mind, Vladimir has a lyric 
tone ... wonderful for the 
lighter Verdi roles ... anything 
bel canto” 


World’s best preserved 
prehistoric sanctuary 
saved from destruction 


By Banns Neuerboorg 

The Associated Press 

MONTIGNAC, France — 
Young adventurers in 
search of treasure 50 years 
ago Wednesday stumbled 
onto an Aladdin’s cave of 
prehistoric art. 

With its magnificent mu- 
rals created more than 
17,000 years ago, the Las- 
caux Cave near this town in 
southwestern France is 
rated by experts to contain 
the world’s finest and best 
reserved display of prehis- 
toric draftsmanship. 

Hundreds of thousands 
have admired the vivid col- 
ours of its paintings and the 
clarity of their fines. But 
mass pilgrimages to the hill- 
side cave in Dordogne 
brought them to the verge 
of destruction, forcing its 
closure in 1963. 

A team of scientists using 
modern technology re- 
paired the damage , ensur- 
ing the survival of one of 
man ’s earliest masterpieces. 

Art was hardly on the 
minds of the four boys, 
aged 15 to 18, when they 
roamed the dense forest 
above the Vezere River on 
Sept. 12, 1940 , on a day off 
from school. Legend had it 
there was a secret under- 
ground passage extending 
into the hhl from a little 
chateau at its foot. 

Like all children, we 
thought, of course, that a 
treasure was hidden there, ” 
Simon Coencas, the 
youngest of the four, recal- 
led in an interview. 

*7 hat day three of us 
were again in the forest. 
Then a fourth buddy. Mar-' 
cel Ravidat, showed up. 

“7 think I have disco- 
vered the underground pas- 
sage’, he told us. ‘There is a 
bole in the ground and I 
think that’s it.” 

The bole was barely 80 
centimetres wide mid deep. 
But pebbles the bdys 'drop- 
\ped through a smak-gpen- 
1 ing at the bottom indicated 
it went deeper. 

"So we made the bole 
wider, ” continued Coencas, 
now 65 and an industrialist 
living near Paris. " But no 
one wanted to go down 
first, except Marcel, the 
oldest and a real daredevil. 
We followed after he 
shouted that he was in a 
cave.” 

They landed in the main 
cavern, which has since be- 
came known as the ”hall of 
the bulls " for the huge red, 
brown and black paintings 
of bisons that dominate the 
murals. The boys were 
awestruck by what they saw 
on the white limestone walls 
in the flicker of their pet- 
roleum lamp. 

“it was marvelous, ” 
Coencas recalled. "Some- 
thing one had never seen. It 
was like a dream." 

They returned with their 
schoolteacher, who in- 
formed authorities. 

One of the first visitors to 
burry to the cave was Henri 
Breuil, a Catholic priest and 
renowned archeological ex- 
pert, who called it “a pre- 
historic Sistine Chapel. ” He 
marveled at the exciting col- 
our combinations created 
with simple materials rich as 
ocher, iron oxides, and car- 
bon, mixed with animal fat, 
bone marrow or blood. 

Breuil swiftly authenti- 
cated the paintings and en- 
gravings and three months 
later the cave was declared 
a national monument. 


It took him years to com- 
pile an inventory of the 
more than 1,000 paintings , 
drawings and engravings of 
bisons, horses . stags, hinds, 
ibexes and other animals 
often pierced by arrows or 
lances. 

One puzzling mural de- 
picts a mortally wounded 
bison seemingly butting a 
fallen nude male hunter. A 
pole topped by a bird’s head 
also is part of the scene. 
Scientists say the cave was 
never inhabited but must 
have served as a centre for 
mage rites designed to in- 
duce success in bunting. 

Lascaux was discovered 
by the tourist industry fol- 
lowing its opening to the 
public in 1948. It became a 
popular destination for 
travelers from all over the 
world. Visitors reached a 
peak of 125,000 in 1962. 

But green spots on the 
frescoes caused increasing 
alarm among archeo/ogzsts. 
Algae, mosses, ferns began 
spreading rapidly over the 
murals. In addition , ca/rite 
began veiling the art. 

Exposure to changes in 
temperatures, caused by 
body heat, to carbon diox- 
ide and moisture from large 
groups threatened to efface 
within decades what bad 
survived for millenniums. 
The cave was dosed to the 
general public on April 2, 
1963 and a team of 40 spe- 
cialists began the salvage 
operations. 

The inside was sprayed 
with antibiotics and the 
walls were treated with for- 
maldehyde solutions. After 
two years all aggressive mic- 
roorganisms were des- 
troyed. Stopping the forma- 
tion of caicite by dose 
dimatic controls took 
longer. 

"The cave has reco- 
vered,” said Jean-Philippe 
Rigaud, director of the Bor- 
deaux-based prehistoric 
antiquities office who is in 
charge of all caves in the 
Aquitaine region. 

" But to keep it in good 
health we have to apply 
strict rules for its protec- 
tion, ” be added in an inter- 
view. 

The temperature inside is 
kept at a constant 12.5 Cel- 
sius (54.5 Fahrenheit). 
More than 50 control instru- 
ments also measure air 
pressure and humidity and 
warn of other changes 
affecting the natural ba- 
lance that existed in the 
150-metre long cave before 
its discovery. 

Since 1963, access to the 
cave has been limited to five 
visitors a day on five days 
per week, chiefly scientists 
and other holders of spedal 
passes. Their shoes are tre- 
ated with an antibacterial 
liquid so there is no relapse 
of the “biological threat.” 

International demand for 
passes is so heavy that 
handling correspondence is 
a full-time job for one of 
Rigaud 's staffers. Some sci- 
entists apply two years in 
advance. 

A replica of the main 
cavern constructed about 
200 metres from the origin- 
al, has become a new tourist 
attraction since its comple- 
tion in 1983. Up to 2,000 
visitors a day admire the 
reproduction of the "hall of 
the bulls.” 

“It’s a good thing,” 
Rigaud said, “It gives quite 
a precise idea of what they 
would see in the original. " 


Thoughts for this week 

No mind is thoroughly well organised that is deficient in a 
sense of humour 

— Samuel Taylor Cokridge, English poet (1772-1884). 

Men bate those to whom they have to lie 

— Victor Hugo, French writer (1802-1885). 

Thin* wrongly, if you please. But in all cases think for 
yourself 

— Gotthold Lessing , German dramatist-critic (1729-1781). 

Genius is one per cent inspiration and 99 per cent 
perspiration 

— Thomas A. Edison, U.S. inventor (1487-1931). 

The rotten apple spoils Jris companion 

— Bettfamh 1 F ranklin , U.S. statesman (1706-1790). 







This Week 


JORDAN 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVIEW 


Thursday Sept. 20 

9:10 Pride and Prejudice 
Marriage plots continue un- 
abated. Sharloite is taken . 
Elizabeth turns down an offer 
of marriage and life continues 
as usual. 

10:00 News Jn English 

10:20 Movie of the Week 
Half Slave Half Free 
Starring: Mason Adams 
Blat is an energetic and 
ambitious black man. He gets 
abducted in New York and is 
sold as a slave down South but 
his soul always yearns for 
freedom. 

Friday , sept. 21 

9:1 Midnight Caller 

The kid Ethan was the 
cause of his father's death. 
Jack wants to help him out of 
this ordeal but Ethans' 
mother makes things difficult 
for all concerned. 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Ton am era 
Johnny marries Irine be- 
cause he got her pregnant and 


he hasn 't heard from Julie in a 
long time but Julie shows up - 
...and war in Europe breaks 
out. 

Saturday sept.22 

9:00 Encounter 

930 Classical Music 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Feature Film 

The Honorable Thief 

Starring: Charles Bronson 
Alain Delon 

Two friends are involved in 
an armed robbery. Both are in 
it for different reasons and 
this doesn't help matters at 
all. 

Sunday. Sept.23 


9:10 Documentary 
The Four Horsemen 

The superpowers manufac- 
ture sophisticated military 
hard ware and since the third 
Worid markets are the ob- 
vious target, armed conflicts 


there are inevitable. 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Thin Air 
Rachel discovers some in- 
teresting things about the 
company’s boss. She brings 
the information to the radio 
station but it does not get 
aired. 


Monday. Sept.24 

9:10 Murder She Wrote 
The old husband gives his 
wife an Indian ruby necklace, 
one that brings bad luck. Sure 
enough the husband gets kil- 
led. Will Jessica consider the 
cursed ruby when she begins 
her investigation i 

10:20 Feature Film 

The Last . Enemy 

Starring: Johnny Thaw 
Kevin Whatley 
A mysterious murder is 
committed and every time the 
inspector suspects someone, 
that person gets murdered. 
Jealousy and envy help nail 
the murderer. 


Tuesday. Sept.25 

9:10 Every Breath Yon Take 
A divorced mother is lead- 
ing a normal life with her son. 
but this changes when her son 
turns diabetic. The boy’s 
courage and faith cools the 
mother down. 

10:20 Martin Luther King 
The struggle goes on. The 
blacks are beginning to rally 
effectively around their lead- 
er. His ideas are beginning to 
have an impact on white audi- 
ences. 

Wednesday. Sept. 26 

9:10 Documentary 
Economic Perspective 

10:00 News In English 
Feature Film 

Dead Man Out 
Starring: Danny Glover 
The inmate Ben has been 
jailed for eight years. He is 
sentenced to hang. Ben is to 
hang when his mental condi- 
tion improves. That is why 
Dr. Alex's services are sum- 
moned. Alex does good job 
on that. 


Saturday, Sept. 22 

1792 - French republic is 
proclaimed and revolutionary 
calendar goes into effect. 

1862 - U.S. President 
Abraham Lincoln declares all 
slaves free as of Jan. 1, 1863. 

1949 - Soviet Union ex- 
plodes its Erst atomic bomb , 
four years after Erst U.S. nuc- 
lear detonation. 

1965 - Ceasefire is declared 
in war between India and 
Pakistan , but both sides sub- 
sequently violate it. 

1980 Hostilities between 
Iran and Iraq erupt intpjtf/at 
is described as full scale war. 


This week in History 

Sunday, Sept.23 agreement on framework for 


1817 - Spain signs treaty 
with Britain to end slave 
trade. 

1914 - Duesseldorf is target 
of Erst British air command in 
Germany in World War I. 

1915 - United Nations 
forces capture “ Heartbreak 
Ridge ” in Korea from Com- 
munists. 

1965 - Britain and France 
submit Suez Canal dispute to 
U.N. Security Council. 

1978 " Egypt's President 
Anwar Sadat returns home to 
hero's welcome after Camp 
David summit that resulted in 


agreement on framework for 
peace with Israel. 

1987 - Zambia's President 
Kenneth Kaunda pleads with 
Chad and Libya to maintain 
ceasefire. 

1988 - Rival governments 
threaten Lebanon with formal 
partition. 

Tuesday , Sept. 25 

1972 - Japan's Premier 
Kakuei Tanaka arrives in Pek- 
ing, becoming Erst Japanese 
premier to set foot in China 
since World War II. 

1973 - Three-man crew of 
U.S. space laboratory. Skylab 
2, makes safe splashdown in 
PaciEc Ocean after record 59 


days in orbit around Earth. 

1976 - Proposal for even- 
tual black rule in Rhodesia is 
accepted by Rhodesia's Prime 
Minister Ian Smith in broad- 
cast to his nation. 

1984 - Jordan and Egypt 
resume diplomatic relations 
after seven-year break. 

1986 - China and Soviet 
Union agree to resume talks 
about disputed border region 
after eight-year suspension. 

1988 - Lawlessness persists 
in Burma, and security forces 
fatally wound 12 people and 
injure 5 others in capital of 
Rangoon. 

The Associated Press 


Weekend Crossword 


Edited by Herb Ettcuoi 


MIND YOUR BUSINESS 
By Alvin L. Becker 


ACP&SS 
1 easy as — 
a Schussboow's 
milieu 
9 Rum « (i-e 
13 "BonaniO ' name 
irCupS 
IB Songbird 
T9 Ma'.mee - 
25 Put; rror-sy m 
in* po: 

22 Cimr'eie 
-egcTiating 
25 Loses ewsv 
25 3-as> - 

'tar Sr.rk/ 


35 George C. or 
Dreo 

34 Newspaper ad of 
a tyne 

<t Muscle (witch 
aa incite io anaev 
46 Bird rounds 
46 Vast oo en area 
49 Tiny particle 

51 Swiss stream 

52 Mate wider 

53 Night creatures 

54 Battle encore 
56SUD 

60 Air capital 


69 Pencil end 

70 Transacted a 
certain way 

72 Stefi 7 hot spot 
74 Annul aie 

77 Eccentric 

78 Gain control of 
S3 Money issuance 

81 Profit as by 
Swindling 

82 Cat call 

83 Mother ol 
Romulus ana 
Remus 

8F Thailand 


98 Abommaflle 
- snowmen 
100 Moved snyty 
102 011 eaters 
104 Provide room 
between 
108 Disobedient 
lia A Muse 
in — Sea 
ICA lake) 
ti2 iniquities 
113 Scored 
117 One of mraed 
ancestry 

110 Gr letters 


27 HigRwa/C 

81 Program in a 

86 Buy high, sell 

ti9 Plant disease 

23 G -1 iob it 

way 

low e g 

tJB Prison 

Tj V.a' -J the — ' 

62 Nobleman 

07 Nr: salaried 

121 Mats' stadium 

Ji Gar ce; 

63 Transact with 

90 Mountain lakes 

122 Slangy negation 

22 Psych-iarist 

borrowed funds 

92 Vane dir 

123 Maordman 

23 >cnral(i 

65 Elbow -benders 

93 Logo 

124 Linguistic unit: 

ji.T.a'jusir 

53 Business link 

96 Ant old stria 

suit 

DOWN 

_ 



i Essentai acid 

17 Distant 

50 Brickwork 

S3 Vast 

2 5!«ki and — 

21 Fast olane 

53 Sea >nto The 

89 “The Wrack o* 

2 Go^rssi! autos 

23 Wears well 

ArCTiC 

the Mar/ — " 

4 Boel rid* 

24 rrae<n 

55 T«ri 

91 Fiber Btanr 

5 Ms Ta.:sr 

substance 

57 Games 

94 — Jean King 

6 Dealer m 

29 Light retractor 

58 Overused 

95 Black Sea port 

cis-vrjdities 

32 Church too 

59 Utopias 

97 Makes wall St. 

7 Msu-itajri 

24 Moved m 

60 Tree exudation 

ceals 

climbing so>ko 

res pen » 

6* Ditterent scel'me 

99 Intertwine wires 

f Ffs-w ar'd Allen 

35 Provo sit* 

66 Mature 

10i Gar. steel town 

9 >*S a m-ag*! 

37 >.n<KJi year 

67 Phed 

103 Musical D<eee 

0t*er 

di/rS'On 

70 John and Paul 

i(H Mr. Ts 

13 Hiansnst Gosrge 

39 Put a new 

71 Hasten 

TV grouo 

il Larys snake 

pnee on 

73 Take i? — comes 

UK Dismissal 

12 Mcslerr. deirv 

40 Sip 

75 Fflmdorr’s 

107 Heraldic term 

:3 Cuaseau 

41 Canvas cover 

Richard 

(08 Moon craft 

faHericr 

4J Roman road 

76 Gr commune 

109 SU 

14 Knpws ■y'V s — 

43 Oc?ro mutually 

79 CM the crawl 

in isolated tort 

■s vrurti 

45 Oscar winner 

80 Muot's banner 

114 Commerce go 

15 Seers 

Patnc'a 

82 Studies deeply 

115 Hiatus 

IS KsT'Ced 

47 Scud 

84 Uncovers 

M6I love: Lat 

Diagramless z 

1 X 1*. By lino Ranicfc 



ACROSS 




1 Macaroni 

20 Literary 

4i Wholesale's 

58 Cul-de-sac 

6 Theater 

collection 

apoosne 

62 Raison — 

errs lovee 

21 Land measures 

42 Filches 

S3 Abbr. m bus 

7 Fiber cianl 

24 War horse 

44 Natty 

64 Transaction 

ti Auia c b 

26 Gleams 

46 Relating 

66 Basie 

13 Ssaken 

28 Aviators 

48 Cnee called 

67 PtXJuiar pel 

14 DiyJaaso 

31 Grearun? of 

43 Sword 

70 UDertlne 

measure 

myth 

52 Another hefting 

71 Sport 

iSSch. ss. 

33 Andes Indian 

of food 

72 Copy 

16 Periodical to-’ 

34 Hang downward 

55 Nonsense 

74 Formerly of old 

short 

36 Vendors 

57 Run off fh# 

75 AvialOr 

19 Sasient 

38 Departs 

Racks 

76 Say 

DOWN 




i Oar*, red 

16 ADOr. in 

35 Rang 

54 Killed 

Z Cigar residue 

grammar 

27 More mature 

56 Simpleton 

3 Ocean liner 

17 Hurt 

39 Princely il 

S3 Advance little by 

4 Pavilion 

18 Smiles 

family 

little 

5 Lenqth limes 

2? Slag* direction 

*0 Cut 

60 Proximate 

width 

23 Closed 

43 Sound made ■* 

61 Stops up 

7 In what manner 

25 Tried for 

slew 

65 Permit 

S — ihe Red 

gttice 

45 income 

67 Short swims 

9 Reduce to mi? 

V Muslim king 

47 Biting flies 

93 Leave 

“0 Entreaty 

29 Make toyous 

50 'War and — " 

unmeni wed 

11 Kine of wafer 

30 Literary works 

51 Antiquity of 

69 — monster 

ij Max? fepriui 

32 Hyvesied 

oft 

70 Appraise 

14 Sorcery 

33 Seagirt region 

53 Terrible 

73 Kiddie 


mmmmumi 

mini 

aim 

mmm 
aaa aw 
ana ai 

■■■■aw 


mmmmm aaaa aaaa 

■■ dill aim 
Maun asm 


Ha ai 

■■■ aw 


ana anna 


mm 

aw 

aw 

■hi 



la an 
«a 

^3 ^1^3 ^3 


Last Cryptograms 

1. Do yoo. maybe, possess an o«i wilt, a wink or kindness or full 
box of sweets? Pass it on. 

2 . dinner conversation overheard coaid be a busybody’s sly 
re* da Iron. 

3. Woaldn'l il be great it the papers had aoihing bin good news to print 
for only one glorious day? 

4. Guest at dttde ranch takes raegb ride oa hnrLhg bronco. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. LWDSIBAP PDJT X A T M FDPaDXPC POPOGM 
Y8 LWG FDPPGT BYI IOSJ XYT BIOCSJ. 

—By Earl lidaad 

2. QC XI. M CUES Z 0 SZWC AZJP KB EM ABMHC IG 

JPCk XIOOBJ QC EOGIZH. —Bv Gordon IKBlcr 

3 . ELC1K EYLCFlll. EXl'RCIZ Cl EC IF LI. 
ECIRC XF ECXNE EtXYCIZ ECZ Cl ECIKNE. 


-By Ed HnddlesM 

4. CRY A P E R “CHER A M 0 R YM5 BHK" H! TMMZ 
IAMTHY XMh IHA0HSPMY MX BMKAZ. 

—By Norton Rhoades 
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By EL Yaghl 

About 8 summers ago there lived a young man named Erik. 
As & teenager he grew up in the American west with a 
stubborn and biased philosophy. He believed the axis of 
the worid spun around hhn and his country. He walked 
around with a chip on his shoulder until he graduated from 
a small university which was huddled against majestic 
mountains and haloed by a clear blue sty. 

After be obtained his Master's Degree in biology, he 
married a nurse about his age. He Egured he had nearly 
reached heaven and the chip on his shoulder began to 
shrink. He worked hard and took his responsibilities 
seriously. When the sparks of the Vietnam War inflam ed 
Asia, America sent her youth to tight. Erik decided to 
enlist in the army before be was drafted. 

He served two years as a captain in Vietnam but his 
American dream deflated. He witnessed a nightmare of 
events. When he finally completed the service, alive and in 
one piece, be quickly reappraised his standards. Americans 
weren’t as sugar and spice and all that’s nice as he bad 
thought. He returned to his wife and young son determined 
to relish life and love his family but never to trust anybody 
but his spouse again. He bad seen few heroes in tins 
Vietnam War, but he had perceived many shady deals 
where some warlords grew rich and fat. 

Erik thought that though discouraged by war, he 
nevertheless was meant to be a husband and father. He 
became an excellent bread winner. He was popular at work 
and efficient. He bought a house and tried to provide as 
much of a material world as be could for his two small 
children and his wife. 

Yet his great American dream was tilled with cavities. 
HZs home, built on a one-sided love, collapsed. His wife 
decided she didn't like being married anymore and 
demanded a divorce. 

Erik was devastated. He couldn’t believe what was 
happening. Had be been so blind that be couldn’t see 
obvious facts? Had be been insane to think that building a 
nest bad been as important to his wife it had to him? His 
worid. as be knew it, crumbled. His loss ripped his mind , 
tore his heart. What did be have to live for? Where was 
reason , common sense, justice? The court finally granted 
him custody of his oldest son and he moved back to his 
home state where he tried to establish some kind of home 
environment for the sake of his small son. 

Through bis conflict ; Erik had kept in touch with his 
sister who lived in Jordan and was married to a Jordanian. 
His thoughts now turned more and more towards the 


Middle East He almost envied his sister's contentment and 
wished for the privilege of her family commitments. He 
became an avid correspondant and in his letters to her, 
protested bis situation as despicable and miserable. He 
questioned the reasons behind Americans being the riche st 
people on earth, yet never happy. His interest in his. 
Jordanian brother indaw grew more vivid and dema n di ng 
and he thought of him with love and began to call Jum the 
brother he never had. Erik's chip had finally disappeared. .. 

When the war started between Iraq and Iran , he was 
personally irritated. He aligned himself with Jordan and 
pledged loyalty to Iraq. He must go to Iraq, he decided. He 
bad been a soldier. He would dedicate his military 
knowledge to the Iraqis. He would even die for them, for 
they must surely be as noble as his brother in-law was. 

He was ready to give up all he had been, to change 
completely. He would just tie up the loose ends in his job 
and life and take that venturous trip to Jordan with his son. 
He would visit his sister, bis brother-in-law and an his 
nieces and nephews he had never seen. 

Winter approached slyly that year. Then one day, cold , 
icy winds whipped the plains with vehemence. A snow 
storm lurked behind the purple mountains. Black douds 
promised no mercy. But Erik couldn’t bide from winter, he 
was used to it. The day of the storm, his work took him out 
of town. He planned to return to his unfinished business 
and send that letter he had just written to his sister asking 
more about Islam and Jordan and discussing very seriously 
the decisive journey he planned to take. 

His small car braved the beating wind, his eyes narrowed 
to see the snowy road in front of him but his hopes climbed 
above the blackened dou ds. It wouldn't be long until he 
would be in Jordan with his sister and her family and then 
he would go on to Iraq from there. 

Erik didn’t see the huge hay truck that charged down the 
highway towards him. He was blinded by the raging storm 
and dreaming of summer when his life would change. 

His car was hit bead on by the hay truck. One American 
soldier died instan tly, crashed behind his steering wheel. 
With him died his dreams of Jordan and fighting for Iraq. 
Instead of a glorius martyr’s death , he died on a snowy 
Montana highway alone. 

Yet. Erik was a brave soldier. He had intended to 
sacrifice himself for the Iraqis years ago. Today, if alive, be 
would volunteer to help Iraq with even greater compulsion. 
Although his life tragically ended , it meant nothing to the 
worid, apart from his sons, but oh, his life meant the worid 
to me because I was Erik’s sister. 


Europeans discover American 
impressionism at Swiss show 


By P»nns Nenerbourg 
The Associated Press 

LUGANO. Switzerland — 
His first encounter with Im- 
pressionism shocked Amer- 
ican painter Julian Alden 
Wet. 

Attending a show of French 
Impressionists in 1877 was 
like visiting a "chamber of 
horrors,” Wet wrote his fami- 
ly in Connecticut. 

But be later became a con- 
vert to the movement that left 
a deep impact on American 
art, as demonstrated by a new 
exhibit attracting rave reviews 
and proving fascinating to 
European — and American, 
— crowds. 

“ American Impressionism " 
on view at the lakeside Villa 
Favorite Gallery is billed as 
the most important show of its 
kind held outside the United 
States. 

The exhibit features 66 
works, by 26 artists, tempor- 
arily joining the large private 
collection of Baron Heinrich 
von Tbyssen-Boroomisza, a 
Swiss industrialist. 

For Europeans, the show 
constitutes a discovery. 

Except perhaps for Mary 
Cassatt. Chiide Hassam . John 
Singer Sargent and John 
Twachtman, most of the 
artists whose works are on 
view here are virtually un- 


known , even to specialists in 
Europe. 

Prestigious European en- 
cyclopedias make only passing 
reference to the American 
Impressionist Movement, 
which “produced composi- 
tions of extraordinary vital- 
ity,” Baron Thysscn said. 

The movement was 
pioneered by Ms. Cassatt, and 
expatriate who settled in Paris 
in 1877, became a student and 
dose friend of Edgar Degas , 
and remained in France until 
her death. Some of her works 
hang in the Louvre. Her re- 
freshing Mother About to 
Wash her Sleepy Chil . 
painted in 1880. is the ex- 
hibit’s earliest painting. 

The rest of the works follow 
1886, described by guest cura- 
tor William Gerdts as the 
“ crucial year for American 
awareness” of the Impression- 
ist Movement. 

In that year a Paris dealer 
staged a large exhibit in New 
York of works by Claude 
Monet , Pierre Auguste Re- 
noir, Degas and other leading 
French Impressionists. 

“By and Large, most Amer- 
icans were oblivious ro Im- 
pressionism before 1886,” 
Gerdts , a professor at the City 
University of New York, 
notes in the exhibition cata- 
logue. 


'• ■ V-: iiAif SUISSE? 


Gerdts says that already 
early in the 19th century, 
landscape had been recog- 
nised as the most important 
American pictorial theme, 
“one that embodied the natu- 
ral history of a nation that had 
no apprcdable human past” 

He says this explains why it 
was Monet, the pure land- 
scapist, “who received the 
greatest adulation” among 
U.S. collectors during the 
next decade. 

. Monet also profoundly in- 
fluenced U.S. painters. Sar- 
gent, who met Monet as a 
student in 1876, Theodore 
Robinson . and several others 
represented here, were plain- 
ly under his spell. The Lugano 
show illustrates that influ- 
ence. 

Robinson's Bird’s Eye 
View of Givemy, recalls that 
painter’s repeated long stays 
m the French village of Giver- 
ny. Monet's home. Also on 
view are Givemy scenes by 
John Leslie Breck and Daw- 
son Dawson-Watson. 

The Poppy Graden by Mas- 
sachusctts-bom WSOiam Met - 
.calf, believed to have been 
. one of the Erst Americans to 
■ visit Givemy, is on the cover 
of the exhibition catalogue. 

There is no record of such 
visits by Chiide Hassam , 
although be also studied in 


France, like most other 
American impressionists. His 
oeuvre is represented here by 
10 canvases, spanning a 
period of 30 years. Most of 
them are cityscapes, including 
one from his popular “Flag 
Series 

Rivaling for attention are 
Twachtman ’s . shimmering 
winter scenes and Ferdinand 
Frieseke’s paintings of 
women. 

Weir’s renowned Red 
Bridge, depicting an iron span 
over the Shetucket River near 
his Connecticut home, is pre- 
sented as a rare example of an 
Impressionist’s concern with 
work and industry. 

“A feast for the eye,” was 
how the reviewer of the in- 
fluential Neue Zuericher 
Zeitung summed up 

Irene Martin, curator of the 
Thyssen-Bomemisza collec- 
tion, said it took 18 months to- 
organise the relatively small 
show. Works were lent by 36 
major U.S. museums and nine 
private collectors. * 

Ms. Martin, an American 
specialist who moved here 
from Dallas, Texas , three 
■years ago, says the Lugano 
exhibit is unique because of its 
comprehensive approach, in- 
duding regional artists not 
widely known in the United 
States. 


BY JOHNNY HART 
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Richard Harris— resilient survivor and quintessential Irishman 
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.Richard Harris 


By Pao! Mqjendie 
Reuter 

DUBLIN — Actor, extrovert , 
one-time hdksiser and hard 
drinker, poet and pot singer 
' — Picard Harris has lived 
each role to the full as the 
.quintessential Irishman. 

His career on screen and 
stage has touched the heights 
with memorable perform- 
ances in This Sporting Life 
and Camelot bat also included 
some highly forgettable pot- 
boilers. 

The tabloid columnist's de- 
light, be has crossed swords 
with Marlon Brando and 
Charlton Heston in some 
memorable movie-making 
clashes. 

He has suffered two broken 
marriages to actresses — first 
to the daughter of an E nglish 


aristocrat and second fo a 
middle-class Jewish woman 
from New York — seen his 
brother die of a heart attack 
and helped bis son tight off 
heroin. 

He has gone from two bot- 
tles of vodka a day down to 
total abstinence , become a 
millionaire by shrewdly 
buying the rights of Camelot 
and made it into the top 10 
with his song MaCarthur 
Park. 

Now his career is hopefully 
poised for yet another takeoff 
with his memorable portrayal 
of the bearded ball McCabe in 
the Irish film The Field, a 
stark tale of murder and re- 
venge from the Oscar-winning 
team who produced My Left 
Foot. 

All in all, it seemed an ideal 
time for writer Cus Smith to 
embark on a biography of the 




man who ranks alongside Pe- 
ter O'Toole as Ireland's best 
known actor. 

The fascination with the 57- 
year-old //arris has not died 
— the book Richard Harris: 
Actor By Accident has gone 
straight into the bestseller 
H$ts. 

Despite all those ups and 
downs. Harris reflects with 
pride on his career; “What the 
group of actors of my age — 
Albert Finney. Peter O’Toole 
and Richard Burton — bad 
was a tine madness, a lyrical 
madness . 

“We lived our lives with 
that madness and it was trans- 
mitted into our work. So we 
were always dangerous. 
Dangerous to meet in the 
street ... in a restaurant ... 
and dangerous to see on stage 
or in a 61m. " 

" 1 have made 42 61ms. One 
of them was great — This 


Sporting Life — and I have 
made four which were very 
good — Camelot, The Molly 
Maguires, A Man Called 
Horse and The Snow Goose. ” 

The good times are remem- 
bered, nor the bad. “Most of 
my excesses I enjoyed. The 
going was hard but it was 
good. I once went to see my 
old friend Peter O’Toole after 
a play to congratulate him on 
hfc performance. 

“He looked at me over his 
glasses and said ‘ Harris , we 
should be dead. Think of the 
lives we have led — 50 Uves in 
50 years’." 

When growing up in Limer- 
ick, one of bis screen idols was 
Marlon Brando. Working 
together on Mutiny On the 
Bounty in Tahiti proved a sad 
disappointment. 

“J stood up to Marlon Bran- 
do at a time when a whole 
industry cowed and crumbled 


before him. I called him a 
gross, misconceived bloody 
animal," Harris said in just 
one of the string of outspoken 
quotes from bun that till the 
book. 

Sparks Qew with Charlton 
Heston making Major Dun- 
dee. Harris mckingjy wore an 
alarm clock around his neck 
to annoy the super — punc- 
tual Heston. 

Harris emerges as a com- 
plex chameleon of many con- 
tradictions but film directors 
were swift to praise bis profes- 
sionalism. 

Andrew McLaglen fondly 
recalled making The Wild 
Geese with Harris and 
Richard Burton in South 
Africa. 

* It was funny seeing these 
two old hellraisers off the 
booze and not complaining. 
Of course I was aware of their 


reputations when I came to 
make the movie but I lost no 
sleep over that. They gave me 
no trouble .” 

Harris speaks freely of his 
heavy drinking which all en- 
ded at 11.20 p.m. on Aug. 11, 
1981 at a Washington bar with 
two bottles of Chateaux Mar- 
gaux at $325 each. “I drank 
them both and that was it.” 

“ When someone said to me 
’You’ll be dead within six 
months if you don’t, I stopped 
overnight. Same with regards 
to the four packs of cigarettes 
I used to smoke a day.” 

Now more mellow and phi- 
losophical, the resilient survi- 
vor offers the perfect epitaph 
for a career that could so 
easily have horned itself out : 
"In life , you have to run the 
length of your own wildness, 
testing and examining evzy 
foot of the way. ” 


ves 




tone 1^1, 
nih L 


rid 




London offers politics, Joan Collins 
and a Redgrave family affair 
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By Matt Wolf 

The Associated Press 

LONDON — Current affairs 
dominate the new plays, and 
Joan Collins and the Red- 
grave family are lending star- 



Joan Coffins 


dost to the revivals on the 
London stage this typically 
busy fall season. 

Collins has returned to the 
theatre to play the barbed 
divorcee Amanda in Nod Co- 
ward’s Private Lives. Co-star- 
ring Keith Baxter , the play 
win run at the AJdwych 
Theatre through Jan. 12, 
1991. 

The stylish 1930 comedy 
marks the actress’s first West . 
End appearance since The 
Last of Mrs. Cheyney in 1980. 
C ollins is more widely known 
as elegantly malicious Alans 
on U.S. television’s Dynasty, 
but her theatrical roots date 
back to the Royal Academy of 
Dramatic Art,- which she 
* attended in the 1950s. 

In 1958, Vanessa Redgrave 
graduated from the academy's ~ 
rival, the Central School of 
Speech and Drama, and is 
among the world’s most 
acclaimed actresses. 

In December, at a theatre 
to be announced, she joins 
sister Lynn and daughter Joe- 
ly Richardson in Anton 
Chekhov’s Three Sisters. The 
production follows this sum- 
mer’s Three Sisters starring a 
trio of Irish Thespian sisters 
— Soicba, Sinead, and Niamh 
Cusack. The production , 
which ends SepL 29, has been 


a sellout in both Dublin and 
London. 

Three Sisters provides Red- 
grave’s first stage role since 
her controversial Broadway 
performance last fall in a re- t 
rival of Tennessee Williams's 
Orpheus Descending. 

The season’s new plays 
heavily reflect recent head- 
lines. 

The Royal Shakespeare 
Company’s London season is 
focused on Moscow Gold, a 
play by Tariq Ali and Howard 
Brenton about the era ofglas - 
nost and perestroika under 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 

David Calderas Gorbachev 
and Sara Kestelman as his 


Forest will be performed in 
Bucharest at the invitation of 
Andrei Serb an, the new artis- 
tic director of the city’s 
National Theatre. 

England's Royal National 
Theatre comes to life with 
David Edgar’s The Shape of 
The Table , scheduled to open 
on Nov. 8, the day before the 
first anniversary of the 
breaching of the Berlin Wall. 

The play, about recent 
events in the East Bloc , uses 
the tables at which new gov- 
ernments were negotiated as a 
metaphor for the govern- 
ments themselves. 

Edgar was the adaptor of 
The Life and Adventures of 
Nicholas Nickleby, the 



wife Raisa head a cast of 33''~€hailes Dickens extravaganza 
actors playing 102 parts. Mr s, tha t won the 1980 Tony 
Xjbrbachev'Bas nofyerreptied AwafcT for BSs ITPIgy: 


Vanessa Redgrave 


to an invitation to attend the 
premiere on Sept. 26 at the 
Barbican Theatre. 

On Oct. 10, the Royal 
Court Theatre opens Caryl 
Churchill’s Mad Forest, an 
impressionistic look at Roma- 
nia after Nicolae Ceausescu’s 
execution last December. 
First performed in June with 
student actors at the Central 
School, the play was inspired 
by Churchill’s visit to the 
country last spring. 

Before opening here, Mad 


St Michael Hordern , 78, 
plays a retted schoolmaster in 
Keith Waterhouse ’s 
Bookends, opening the week 
of Oct. 22 at a theatre to be 
announced. 

The show, directed by Ned 
Shenin, co-stars Dinsdale 
Landen as Hordern’s former 
star Pupil. It comes from the 
author, director and producer 
whose hit Jeffrey Bernard is 
unwell is in its eleventh month 
on the West End. 

American drama will be 


represented by Jerry Stemer’s 
off-Broadway hit Other Peo- 
ple’s Money, opening on Oct. 
17 at the Lyric. Martian Shaw 
plays the Wall Street shark 
originated in New York by 
Kevin Conway. Maria Ait- 
ken , who was John C7eese's 
wife in the 61m A Fish Called 
Wanda, co-stars. 

Virtually the only big new 
musical on offer is Into the 
Woods , the London premiere 
of Stephen Sondheim and 
James Lapine’s 1987 Broad- 
way show about fairy tales. 


The production, opening 
Sept. 25 at the Phoenix, 
promises to be more stylised 
and less lighthearted than its 
Broadway predecessor. 
Under Richard Jones’s direc- 
tion, Julia McKenzie stars as 
the witch , and Imelda Staun- 
ton is the baker's wife. 

Otherwise, London con - 
* tinues to host such hardy 
musical perennials as Cats, 
Les Miserables , Aspects of 
Love . the Phantom of the 
Opera, Me And My Girl, and 
Miss Saigon. 




S. Koreans make their Platoon in old Saigon 
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By Angus Macswan 

Reuter 

HO CHI NONH CITY, Viet- 
nam ^ — First came Apocaly- 
pse Now, Platoon and Full 
Metal Jacket. Now there’s A 
Saigon Too Far — A Vietnam 
war movie with a difference. 

Not only is it a tale about 
South Korean troops who 
fought alongside the Amer- 
icans in the 1965-75 war, bur 


top South Korean director 
Hoang Dong Ju has stolen a 
march on Hollywood by sign- 


ing up Vietnam’s most gla- 
morous actresses and filming 
in the old southern capital 
itself. 

Korean troops won a fear- 
some reputation during the. 
war though this film, a love 
story, will shown a gentler 
side to the Korean nature. 

“ Many young Koreans 
came here, fought and died. 
This morie shows there is a 
new friendship between Ko- 
reans and Vietnamese , ” 
Hoang told Reuters. 


A Saigon Too Far stars 
/Korean screen hcartthrob 
•Dong Jun Lee as a young 
officer who falls in love with a 
student played by Tuyet 
Ngan. 

However, the plot is closer 
to a 1930s Hollywood tearjer- 
ker than the soul-searching of 
American movies such as 
Deer Hunter and Bom On the 
Fourth of July. 

Soldier meets girl ; after 
passionate affair amid war be 
is wounded and shipped 


home. Unknown to him she 
has a baby. 

He cannot forget her and 16 
years later, with and -Com- 

munist Seoul and Marxist 
Hanoi moving aside the bar- 
riers to trade and friendship , 
he returns to the re-named 
city. After an anguishing 
search be finds her and takes 
her back to Seoul where they 
live happily ever after. 

“Jr’s a love story. Lots of 
fighting as well, but not all 
battles. A film must have ro- 


mance, ” said Lee, who is also 
an international taekwondo 
champion. 

He was speaking during a 
break in Glming the crucial 
scene where the lovers-to-be 
first meet, shot on location at 
the terrace bar of the Majestic 
Hotel overlooking the water- 
front. 

The Hanoi-based Tuyet. 
dressed for the scene in a 
white silk Ao Dai (Viet- 
namese traditional dress), is 
Vietnam’s most popular iead- 


ing lady. 

During a hectic 10 days in 
Vietnam the cast and crew 
also filmed battle scenes 
around the coastal resort of 
Vung Tau , hiring dozens of 
Vietnamese peasants to play 
civilians caught up in the war. 

Le Due Chinb, the Viet- 
namese production manager, 
said that as far he knew this 
was the first such project be- 
tween \letnamese filmmakers 
and those from the non-Com- 
munist world. 


Dutch close net around missing art treasure taken by Nazis 
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By Ben flMfer 

Reuter 

AMSTERDAM — A search 
s pannin g four decades for one 
of the world’s most valuable 
missing art collections seems 
fo be drawing to a dose. 

After years of dogged de- 
tective work, Dutch art ex- 
pats hope that hundreds of 
tine old master drawings will 
soon be returned to Rotter- 
dam, half a century after they 
were taken away by the Nans. 

‘ Adolf Hitler’s personal art 
collector, Hans Posse, made 
hk first appearance at Rofiter- 
dam’s Museum Boymans in 
June 1940, six weeks after the 
G ermans invaded the city. ; 

Charged with finding works' 
for a planned Fuehrer 
Museum, Posse, the director 
of the State Gallery in Dres- 
den, had his eye onjbe collec- 


tion built up by Haarlem 
businessman Franz Koenigs 
during the 1920s and boused 
in the museum. 

Posse’s choices were usually 
discussed personally with Hit- 
ler and sometimes overruled. 

Posse entered into lengthy 
negotiations about acquiring 
part of the collection, but the 
outcome was never in doubt 
In March 1941, 526 drawings, 
including, works by Rem- 
brandt, Rubens, Titian ^ and 
Duier, were shipped to Ge r- 

tirtieris pet project for a 
museum in his honour which 
was to be built in the Austrian 
town of Unz, where he spent 
part of his youth, was never 
realised. The drawings 
vanished and Dutch officials 
have been bunting for them 
ever since. 

One Diner drawing was 


found by the Americans in 
1953 and 33 were returned by 
East Germany in 1987. A 
drawing by Holbein turned up 
at the British Museum where 
it bad been sent for a valua- 
tion in 1987. And yet another 
work by Hans Baidung Grice 
appeared in a collection be- 
longing to American Ian 
Woodner. 

The other 490 are still mis- 
sing — but perhaps for not 
much longer. 

The reason for the optim- 
ism is the dramatic improve- 
ment of East-West relations 
over the last 12 months. 

Although Moscow has nev- 
er admitted it, the Dutch are 
convinced the drawings were 
looted by Soviet troops in 
May 1945 . 

A letter to the .Rotterdam 
Museum in 1983 by a Berlin 
lawyer offering to sell some of 


the Koenigs collection on be- 
half of a source in the Soviet 
Union confirmed their pre- 
sence there , according to 
Albert Elen of the Nether- 
lands Office for Fine Arts, 
who is heading the search. 

Dutch art detectives were 
heartened by news last month 
that another cache of several 
hundred drawings and water- 
colours is being returned by 
the Soviet Union to a museum 
in Bremen in northern West 
Germany. 

The pictures had been re- 
moved by a Soviet army offic- 
er from a castle near Berlin 
w here they had been stored to 
save them from allied air 
raids. It is one of the largest 
boards to be returned since 
the allies redistributed 
thousands of artworks found 
buried in German salt mines 
at the end of the war . 


Elen hopes the Koenigs col- 
lection will be next. 

Moscow has undertaken to 
search for the drawings, send- 
ing experts to bunt through 
huge unexhibited stores of 
pictures in Leningrad’s Her- 
mitage and Moscow’s Pushkin 
Museum. 

“The Russian authorities 
have said they will do their 
utmost to try and locate the 
drawings. We are hopeful 
they wm succeed in locating 
them this year,” Elen said. 

“We have good indications 
that they are kept partly in 
state depots , having been 
brought by art historians or 
army officers who were in- 
volved in transporting works 
of art from Germany to the 
Soviet Union after the war.” 

Under international law , 
the Soviet Union is obliged to 
return the drawings if- it finds 


them. A declaration by the 
allied powers in 1943 made all 
transactions with the Ger- 
mans in occupied countries 
null and void. 

Although Posse paid the 
museum 1.4 million guilders 
for the drawings hr 1941, the 
Germans obtained the purch- 
ase price in guilders by ex- 
changing worthless reich- 
smarks and leaving the Dutch 
Central Bank to foot the bill, 
Elen said. 

Today the missing drawings 
would probably fetch between 
100 milli on and 150 million 
'riders ($57 to $85 million), 
ten estimates. 

The value of the works is 
not the point at issue, 
however. 

“We simply want fo get 
back what rightfully belongs 
to the state of the Nether- 
lands, ” said Elen. 


Art connoisseurs 
try to weed out 
masterpieces from 
artfui forgeries 


By Michael EBB 

The Associated Press 

ANNANDALE-ON-HUD- 
SON, New York — Jr's been a 
long, strange trip for the oil 
painting of the nude woman 
and cupid now hanging in a 
Bard College Gallery. 


them trained their young stu- 
dents to paint just like them 
— often exactly like them. 
Weintraub said many students 
were instructed to paint over 
the master’s sketches and 
even copy their work outright 
Even pieces with 
tunes can easily have 


The painting was found done by students,” she said, 
years ago in a hayloft with a And in the days before 
modest Bg leaf painted on photography, copying the 


cupid and the chubby, prone 
woman’s breasts enlarged. A 
private collector bought the 
painting, removed the over- 
painting and cleaned it. 


works by 
uent buyers was 


t contt 
and for 
common. 

Bonnie Solomon, a New 
York art restorer , shone a' 


The collector, who refused black tight on Danae, to de- 
■foiexealteidmt#yj&x§he’s termioe Af the workd was 
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created in a Venice studio by 
Titian. 

The ait world isn’t so sure. 

That puts the purported Ti- 
tian in the same boat as many 
of the- 80 works of art exbi- 
at 


‘There was some work 
done on it; but not a lot, ” she 
said. Solomon said she’s pret- 
ty sure the Titian is the real 
thing, along with another 


bited at “a connoisseur’s ****** by the 

quest,” a new gallery exposit- GkSo^ master El Greco - 
ion at this college north of ne ‘ collection’s presumed 

Yot !? „ El Greco, a palm-sized paint- 

Ihe paintings from Europe, of Christ at calvary look - 

carvings fro™ Africa and ^ imploringly up to heaven, 
anaept Egyptian pottery are «uld repreSnt the finest of 
commg under scrutiny by art fa pa £ Dter , s work, 
detectives trymg to weed out jhen again, just tike the 
bamjfide masterpieces from Titian, it could be the work of 
artftd forgeries. one of his rivals or students, 

’Some of these pieces vnll or ^ exceptionally talented 
be shrouded in mastery for familiar with El Gre- 

tbe rest of their existence, mu k - 


said Linda Weintraub, curator * 


But look at his eyes. How 
could it be by anyone else?” 
Weintraub said. 

Even established works of 


of the Edith C. Blum Gallery. 

The exhibit, mounted by 

Weintraub, publicly displays ^ 

works for the first time after m ^ become suspect. \Tm- 
up to five decades w a pn- ce Qt ^ Gogh’s Self-Portrait 

. With Straw Hat, is familiar to 
The collector credits Won- myone wbo bas ever 

traub, a longtime acquaint- dzrough an art book. The 
ance, wtth persuading him to painting has been in the Met- 
stare his private treasure with for years ^ ODe of 

the public after all these ^pearls of its collection. 
■ yeare -- I i?‘ denat y- though, Now a ]cading 
remains hidden to Item atten- mhcd qaes ££ about its au _ 
non on the pieces, be said, fantiaty 

“The object of the collec- Determinjng the creator of 
Don is pot the collector. The some non-European works is 
object is the art, be said in a less 4^^ xSans kept a 
telephone interview. Tin /owBr pubUc ffle h 

& adto have it scrutinised, other cultures, so their works 
The scrutiny m this case has tend to ^ /ess a,™, ^ 
focused on the supposed 77- bence Iess ^ dcma mi. 
ban, posited as a first version But they pose other prob- 
of the artist’s Danae, which Jems. 

depicts the picture’s name- “Some of these works, we 
sake just after being impre- just have do idea where 
gnated by Zeus. they’re from,” Weintraub 

Weintraub said experts said, 
such as former Metropolitan Works shown in the Bard 
Museum of Art curator Tbo- exhibit such as the Hiimw* 
mas Haying have declared it Buddha and little icons of 
authentic. Egyp tian deities are easy to 

One dissenting voice comes trace, but others aren’t. Ex- 
form artist Martin Cansn who perts agree a small, carved 
says “the painting lacks the fvoiy spoon shown at Bard is 
quahty of execution” to be a from A frica. Bat the where , 
real Titian. when and even the why of the 

“Fm sure it’s not, ” he said, spoon are debatable. 

“ There’s just too many bad “All the scholars are bewil- 
passages.” dered,” Weintraub said. 

Canin said his painter's eyes “Even if tbere J s a consensus, 
can see what many art histo- jf s never absolutely known.” 
nans cannot. In Danae, he Still, the mystery collector 
sees tittle evidence of Titian ’s says he’s relatively uncon- 
tines, and finds an “amateur- earned that someone might 
isb” painting of the figures* soon come up with some de- 
feet and toes. C ani n thinks va statin g evidence his Durer 

the work was a product of a or ancient Greek coins are not 
contemporary workshop or w hat they appear to be. 
student “/ bought all the wont for 

A large problem with sort- its visual power, ” he said. “It 
ink oat works of the Euro- wouldn’t change the effective- 

peari masters is that most of ness of the work one bit. " 
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Australian 
hospitals treat 
growing number of 
overseas patients 
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By Michael Perry 
Reuter 

SYDNEY — Overseas visi- 
tors are coming to Australia in 
their thousands for surgery 
that costs them perhaps half 
the price they would pay at 
home. 

Recently, for example, four 
Americans had micro-surgery 
in Sydney to reverse vasecto- 
mies. They each paid 55,000. 

At home the operation 
would have cost them at least 
twice as much — and they 
could have been charged rive 
time the Australian price. 

“ For the additional price of 
an airfare and accommoda- 
tion in a top hotel, a person 
gets his operation, a few day's 
sightseeing, and still has rive 
to $15,000 change in bis pock- 
et," said a micro-surgeon. 
The surgeon declined to be 
named as Australian law pro- 
hibits doctors from adver- 
tising. 

Although still in its infancy 
the business of Australian 
hospitals treating overseas pa- 
tients will generate about 57 
million dollars ($47 milhon) in 
revenue in 1990 and by 1992, 
85 million dollars ($70 mil- 
lion), hospital officials say. 

They say Australia 's private 
hospitals, which specialise in 
cardiac surgery, currently 
treat about 6,000 overseas pa- 
tients annually. 

Most come from the Asia 
and Pacific region, especially 
Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Hong Kong. Until recently 
patients who required special- 
ist treatment would Oy to the 
United States or Europe for 
operations. 

But a concerted marketing 
drive in the past four years by 
Australian private hospitals, 
involving swapping doctors 
and holding seminars, has 
seen them tap this lucrative 
market. 

“We are now doubling our 
patients every year," says 
John Popper , marketing 
director at the 300-bed 
Epwortb Private Hospital in 
Melbourne. Epwortb treats 
about 200 overseas patients a 
year, mainly from Indonesia. 

Epwortb first started 
attracting overseas patients 
about three years ago and has 
boosted its efforts in the past 
18 Months through a doctor 
exchange programme with 
Jakarta’s Harapan Kita 
(National Cardiac Centre). 

"We send a team of cardiac 
surgeons to the hospital twice 
a year and some of their staff 
come here for post-graduate 
training. There are direct 
spin-offs in both directions, ” 
says Popper. 

Popper says Indonesian 
doctors specialise in micro- 
replacement surgery. Austra- 
lians in heart by-passes. 


* Vaccine 
against cervical 
cancer possible 9 


LONDON (R) — British scien- 
tists have said they had taken the 
Srst step towards developing a 
vaccine against a form of cervical 
cancer usually transmitted sex- 
ually. 

The Imperial Cancer Research 
Fund (ICRF) said animal re- 
search showed it was possible to 
produce a vaccine against a sex- 
ually-transmitted virus responsi- 
ble for the development of cervic- 
al cancer. 

Dr Lionel Crawford, head of 
the ICRFs tumour virus Croup 
in Cambridge, said while a vac- 
cine was still years away, the 
hope was that boys and girls 
could be vaccinated before 
puberty. This would protect girls 
against the vims and prevent boys 
infecting their partners in later 
life. 

Cancer of the cervix kills 2.000 
women a year m Britain despite 
national screening programmes. 

Crawford told a news confer- 
ence he hoped the vaccine could 
also help strengthen the body’s 
defence systems for women with 
abnormal smears. A woman’s 
own immune system would des- 
troy the abnormal cells before 
they turned cancerous. 


Exposure to the human Papil- 
loma virus is believed to put some 
women at higher risk of develop- 
ing the cancer. 

The virus also infects men and 
has been linked with the dcvclttp- 
ment of cancer of die penis. 

Crawford said protective anti- 
bodies were produced when anim- 
als were injected with a gene 
from the Papilloma virus which 
bad been incorporated into 
another vims. 

“It is the first step towards a 
vaccine. We are very optimistic, ” 
he said. 

Doctors taking part in the 
video also held out hope of reduc- 
ing the death toll from breast and 
ovarian cancer. 

Professor Stuart Campbell of 
King’s College Hospital in Lon- 
don said ultrasound screening 
for ovarian cancer should help cut 
Britain ’s 4.000-a-year death toll. 

Ian Fentiman, deputy director 
of the ICRFs breast cancer unit , 
said 3,000 lives a year could be 
saved if all women aged 50 to 65 
accepted breast cancer screening. 

He added that in future, 
women might be able to take a 
pill to prevent them getting breast 


War, development bring Vietnam to the verge of an epidemic 


Hospital administrators and 
doctors say foreign patients 
are attracted to Australia be- 
cause of the cost and quality 
of treatment. Geographical 
proximity is a third attraction 
for Asian patients. 

" Australia is about one 
third to half as cheap as the 
U.S., Wesf Germany and the 
U.K. . yet medical services axe 
comparable to anything in the 
world," says Popper. 

Barrie Miller, chief ex ecu-. 

rive of the Melbourne-based 
Med Assistance Pacific, a 
medical marketing organisa- 
tion. says a low mortality rate 
in heart by-pass surgery in 
Australia is an attraction to 
overseas pa denes. 

Med Assistance Pacific, 
which has an office in Jakarta , 
acts as a middleman for Au- 
stralian doctors and hospitals 
and overseas patients. 

"We’re a one-stop shop. 
We quote an all up price, 
which includes doctor, hospit- 
al and accommodation , and 
give them a selection of doc- 
tors and hospitals," says 
Nfi)ler. 

The Sydney-based Moran 
Health Care Group, the 
largest private health care 
organisation in Australia, has 
entered info a joint venture 
with Japan’s C.Itob and Au- 
stralian Guarantee Corpora- 
tion to build a 250 milli on 
doUar ($205 million) private 
hospital on the Queensland 
Gold Coast to cater for over- 
seas patients. 

When it opens in February 
1991 the 300-bed hospital, 
with adjoining 100-suite lux- 
ury hotel for post-operative 
care and relatives, hopes to 
have an overseas occupancy 
of 50 per cent. 

“ The concept is based on 
the American Mayo clinics 
and Swiss private hopitals ,” 
says Grant Hunter, Moran 
Marketing director. 

Miller says more Asian pa- 
tients are now choosing Au- 
stralian hospitals because of 
the increasmg flow of Asian 
migrants to Australia. 

“ Many now have relatives 
in Australia and decide they 
would like to see them and 
convalesce with them,” he 
says. 

Miller says an untapped 
market in Asia could be its 
estimated 400,000 expatriate 
population. 

“We have been talking to 
major oil companies , McDo- 
nalds and Coca-Cola , who all 
have significant expatriate 
populations in South East 
Asia which traditionally go ' 
home to have any treatment, " 
says Miller. 

"Attracting only 10 per cent 
of this population for treat- • 
ment would earn Australia 
millions of dollars in export 
income ” he says. 


By Larry Jagan 

HANOI — Vdtnam is cur- 
rently facing a malaria 
epidemic which threatens to 
disrupt the country's econo- 
mic reform programme. And 
its militaiy support for the 
government in neighbouring 
Cambodia is one of the key 
causes. 

The incidence of malaria in 
the countryside is already 
approaching crisis propor- 
tions, and experts say it will 
escalate in the next 12 months 
unless the government ex- 
tends its anti-malaria cam- 
paign. To do that, it needs 
foreign aid. 

Dr. Do Due Tuy. director 
of the Malaria Institute in 
Hanoi, estimates that about 
15 per cent of Vietnam’s 57 
million people have malaria. 
In some badly affected areas, 
such as mountainous and bor- 
der regions , the figure is be- 
lieved to be near 25 per cent. 

In the Ky Aug district of 
Nghe Tinh province, whole 
villages are infected. Agri- 
cultural productivity has de- 
clined drastically as a result. 

Some foreign specialists are 
worried that malaria could 
spread to nearly half the 
population. A foreign doctor , 
Dr. Benjamin Higgins, warns 
that malaria in South east 
Asia is on foe rise and that 
Vietnam will experience an 
explosion in the coming year. 
He says that foe incidence of 
malaria is known to expand 
suddenly every four or five 
years and that it is Vietnam’s 
turn to experience this up- 
surge. 

Mosquitoes pick up foe 
malaria parasite from an in- 
fected person and transmit it 
to those who are free of foe 


disease. To break the chain. 
Dr. Tuy says, a three-pronged 
strategy is being followed: 
preventing mosquitoes torn 
biting people, killing mos- 
quitoes and curing people 
already infected. 

But at present , he laments, 
“ail we can do is try to contain 
foe current epidemic. ’* Viet- 
nam does not have foe re- 
sources to invest in full-scale 
prevention and eradication 
programmes. 

Ten years of fighting in 
Cambodia have brought Viet- 
nam to the brink of an 
epidemic. In 1979, Viet- 
namese troops ousted Khmer 
Rouge leader Pol Pot from 
power in Phnom Penh, then 
committed more than a mil- 
lion soldiers to help the Hun 
Sen government’s battle 
against resistance forces oper- 
ating from bases in Thailand. 
In September last year, foe 
Vietnamese withdrew their 
last troops from Cambodia 
and began to count foe cost. 

Bui Tinh, editor of the 
Communist Party newspaper 
Nban Zhan. says that in those 
ten years, more than 120.000 
Vietnames soldiers killed or 
incapacitated — half of them 
by malaria. General Tran 
Cong Man. former editor of 
foe army paper, says 500,000 
soldiers returned from Cam- 
bodia with malaria. This cre- 
ated a vast new reservoir of 
foe disease, including foe 
virulent cerebral variety. 

Dr. Tuy admits the war was 
an important contributing fac- 
tor in foe current crisis, but 
prefers to play down its role: 
“ The movement of people in 
and out of malaria areas, like 
the new economic zones,, 
building roads and returning 
to their own villages with 
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malaria parasite, is certainly 
foe root cause of foe current 
spread of malaria in 
Vietnam. " 

Poor economic conditions 
and inadequate health ser- 
vices have also contributed to 
foe resurgence: “ Malaria is 
even re-occurring in those 
areas which we regarded as 
completely free of it. ” 

. Dr. Tuy says the major 
problems is that foe malaria 
parasites have become resis- 
tant to formerly lethal chemic- 
als such as DDT and to drugs 
previously used for treatment. 
(The World Health Organiza- 
tion recently disclosed that 
parasites have developed re- 


sistance to foe drug Mefio- 
quine on the Thai-Cambodian 
border, a development it 
warned could endanger more 
lives than armed conflicts in 
foe region.) 

The Malaria Institute is also 
involved in developing new 
methods of control, including 
foe impregnation of mosquito 
nets with die pesticide Per- 
metbrine. 

According to Dr. Tuy, "this 
is not harmful to people , but 
is an effective deterrent 
against mosquitoes up to 100 
metres. Mosquitoes which 
touch foe net are killed in- 
stantly. ” The nets have to be 
re-impregnated every three or 


four months. icon, replacing DDT - which 

j^r. Tuy says there is much accumulates in the food chain 
work to be done before the - is used to kHl foe malana 
method becomes widely used: parasite before it is tr ansmit - 
“ In some regions , especially ted. Icon sprayed into the 
in foe ‘minority areas,’ we walls of buildings is effective 
have supplied foe local people for up to ten months in killing 
with impregnated mosquito mosquitoes that come into 
nets but they have not used cotact with it. 

' them. ” But control is an uphW bat- 

la such areas, where ethnic ■ tie. “We have no preventative 
peoples do not traditionally drugs for malaria, ” say. s Dr. 
use nets, they are encouraged Tuy. “The state . is doing its 
to hang curtains treated with betX to cope with the new 
Permetbrine. Pilot schemes growth of malaria, but we 
suggest nets can reduce die need international aid, and 
number of new cases by 60 — investment from the national 
70 per cent within five to government, for foe next few 
seven months. years if we are to do anything 

In addition, foe insecticide — -Banos Features. 


Study links pesticides to farmers’ illness 
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By Jon MWer 

CALAUAN, Philippines — 
Noriito Aquino was distressed 
when be began losing sensa- 
tion in bis right leg late last 
year. An energetic 49-year- 
old tailor, trader, pig breeder, 
rice farmer and father of 
seven Aquino says be was 
doing Ewe but feeling sorry 
for himself until a visiting 
doctor suggested that be 
undergo an intensive series of 
medical tests. 

“I had lost hope, "he recalls 
between chores at his modest 
house in this small town 80 
kilometres of Manila. “I was 
feeling very sick, and I didn’t 
know why. But the doctor 
tested me and said my prob- 
lem was probably pesticides. 
So I stopped spraying- I lost 
some income, but f don’t 
care. I haven’t felt sick 
sonce.” 

Cynthia Marquez, the doc- 
tor who examined Aquino, 
says foe numbness was a 
symptom of polyneuropathy, 
a form of nerve damage that 
destroys the sense of touch. 
Although the disorder can be 
caused by various factors. 
Marquez says that in Aquino’s 
case it was “ almost definitely ” 
die result of exposure to in- 
secticides. Like most Asian 
rice fanners, Aquino wears no 
shoes when he works in foe 
Hooded fields, and Marquez 
suspects that be absorbed the 
chemicals through foe skin of 
Ins feet 

The condition may not have 


not been working with resear- 
chers from die International 
Rice Research Institute 
(IRRI) in nearby Los Banos. 
Aquino farms a field moni- 
tored by IRRI as part of a 
study to determine the effects 
of pesticides on health and the 
environm ent. 


A research team of scien- 
tists horn IRRI, tile Universi- 
ty of the Philippines at Los 
Banos and the Philippine 
National Crop Protection 
Centre has found that unsafe 
handling, spraying and stor- 
age of pesticides are most 
Ekefy to Marne for the un- 
usually high rate of nerve, 
lung, eye, heart and blood 
disorders among rice formers. 

“The study basically con- 
firms what many health work- 
ers have suspected about the 
dangers of pesticides," says 
Marquez, an occupational 
health specialist who per- 
formed detailed medical ex- 
aminations on 56 formers 
from four towns in l^ agmut 
province , south of Manil a 
"But not one has ever run so 
many tests and gathered so 
much information on a single 
group of pesticide users." 

Researchers monitored foe 
amounts of pesticides used by 
the fanners over the course of 
a rice-growing season . along 
with foe types of chemicals 
used and foe duration of 
direct exposure. Then, to test 
for long-term health effects, 
they conducted full-scale 
laboratory examinations 
several weeks after harvest. 
Balancing nutrition and 
health data against pesticide 
exposure , they drew best- 
guess conclusions to disting- 
nisb between health problems 
caused by pesticides and those 
resulting from other factors. 

Project scientists caution 
that the fmeimgti are not COO- 
clusive because the number of. 
fanners studies is still quite 
small. But to Prabhu Pingafi , 
an IRRI economist who heads 
the study team , some of the 
results are ‘jurind-boggEng." 

Of the fanners examined, 
55 pec cent had eye problems 
and 54 percent bad car- 
diovascular irregularities ; 41 



- pesticide poisoning for riot months. David Pimentai, a 
consumers. ^researcher at Cornell Uni - 

Scientists are now working : • versify in Ithaca, New- York, 
on ways to incorporate foe'~&timates that arofthd' foe 
environmental and health world 500,000 people are-, 
data into an analysis of the .poisoned by pesticides 
overall costs and benefits of annually, leading to 10,000 
m pesticide use. The $150,000 deaths. 

study is funded by IRRI and _ . 

the American Rockefeller - Acute pestiode pmsonmg 

Foundation. “This is foe first J® ^rh^,n^°Jnh. 
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a group of medical doctors, 
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foe effects of pesticides on foe HTT'rr 7 “ rrf 
whole ricejnSutrion sys- oooMbe traced to peshede 

tern,” says ringali. “ Our re- e *P osnre - 
suits are still preliminary, but Pesticide producers main- 
it is dear from findings so far tain that the chemicals axe 
that the heath effects are far safe if used properly. But ex- 
more alarming^ die en- parts point out that poor far- 

afford 


vironmental effects. 1 


mers can 


Pesticide use in rice farming costly 


rarely 


. _ costly protective clothing, 

has increased dramatically And when they can afford E, 
since foe mid-1960s. In the farmers typically find the gear 
. same period, worldwide rice too uncomfortable to wear, 
production has increased by According to PingaE, the best, 
more than 75 per cent addle way for fanners to reduce 
■ foe land area under coltiva- health risks is simply to cot 
tion has increased by only 25 .foe amount of pesticides they 
per cent Along with irriga- use. 


Rwsman&mrs arm pointing to a link 
b m t wm mn fflmsses suffmrmd by far- 
mers and thm use of pmsticidms in 
agricuftere 


’per cent had respiratory frou- 
bles and about 25 per cent had 
abnormally low levels of cho- 
linesterase , an enzyme neces-. 
sax y for communication be 1 
tween the brain and other 
parts of the body. Three of 
die 56 farmers suffered from 
polyneuropathy, which has 
been linked to pesticide crop- 
sure in other studies. The 
incidence of foe various ail- 
ments was far above what is 
considered normal in foe local 
population. 

Similar tests will be run 
next year on a larger group of 
farmers in Nueva Edja pro- 
vince, north of Manila. Atcan- 
whDe, doctors will be evaluat- 
ing the -medical records of 
certified 1 pesticide sprayers 
employed by IRRI at its main 


experimental farm in Los 
Banos. The IRRI sprayers 
wear masks, full-body sorts, 
rubber gloves and boots when 
they spray, and they should 
provide a useful control group 
against which to compare foe 
fanncis. 

In addition to the ill effects 
on humans, researchers found 
that pesticides can contamin- 
ate drinking water as well as 
edible fish, snails, shrimps, 
and frog? ■ that Eve in nee 
fields. They are still trying to 
determine the lasting impact 
of pesticide use on soil nut- 
rients. However, the s ci e nti sts 
did oof find airy evidence of 
pesticide residue in rice 
grains, con firming earlier stu- 
dies which concluded that 
there is virtually no risk of 


tion, fertilisers and improved 
rice varieties, insecticides are 
'often considered a fun- 
damental part of rice-produc- 
tion. But they are a source of 
controversy. 


For several years, scientists 
at IRRI have been refining 
and promoting what is called 
* integrated pest manage- 
ment" (IPM), which reties less 


“considering the amount of 00 rircmical pesticides and 
bEeitv riven to the damrers More on resistant rice 


publicity given to the dangers 
of pesticides, it’s remarkable 
bow little scientific research 
has been done," remarks 
Pingali. One major reason is' 
cost, but the biggest problem 
has simply been ipgcstics. The 
present study was possible 
only because IRRI has bmk a 

strong network of local far- 


varsehes and natural pre- 
dators, such as spiders. ffM 
operates on the principle of 
“foe right thing tor the right’ 
time" and favours pesticides 
that target specific pests over 
broad-spectrum pesticides 
taht kill every insect. 

Some scientists at IRRI 


mere who are wfifing to put np advocate a total eEmmatiou of 
with mqmsmve researchers, pesticides in areas where’ 
l . .. . , poverty and weak in frastruo • 
tare znaie hneady impossible 
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‘Genital cancer could be sexually transmitted’ 


SYDNEY (R) — Some forms 
of genital cancer may be sex- 
ually transmitted, a U S. der- 
matologist has said. 

Dr. Peter Lynch of foe Uni - • 
versity of Minnesota told an 
Australian, American sympo- 
sium on skin cancer that a* 
small proportion of genital 
’ warts , which contain a virus 
called the Humawp genital 
cancers. 


“ Genital cancer is one of 
the more common types of 
cancer in women. any one 
time two per cent of women 
have had abnormal pap 
smears ", he said. “You're 
talking about a large number 
of people who are young and 
getting younger ." 

Lynch stressed that only a 
low percentage of genital 
warts caused cancer. “Of 


genital warts, perhaps five per 
cent have the potential to 
cause cancer, and only one 
per cent will actually be 
associated with cancer.” he 
told reporters. 

Lynch estimated up to 70 
per cent of foe population was 
inferred with HPV, either 
latently or overtly, but few of 
the HPV strains had a high 
likelihood of causing cancer. 


Contraction of cancer was 
not just linked to having foe 
“wrong” type of HPV , Lynch 
said. Other factors such as 
smoking or supperssion of the- 
immune system were re- 
‘ quired. 

He raised foe possibiEty of 
•viruses also causing cither 
•forms of cancers. “I would not 
get much support torn foe 


medical community for this 
supposition," he said. 

In about five per cent of 
cases of lung cancer, HPV has . 
been identified as being pre- 
sent. This could have arrived 
through transmission via oral 
sex or perhaps been present' 
from birth via transmission 
from the patient’s mother, 
Lynch said. 

Lynch said HPV could be as 




contagious as the Herpes 
vims. “It probably can be 
caught through everyday con- 
tact as band warts are com- 
monly transferred among chil- 
dren," 

He said he believed people 
who had wart infections when 
very young helped build up 
defences to sexual acquisition 
of warts later in Efe. 
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Assad visit to Tehran raises 
hopes for hostages in Lebanon 


By Ed Blanche 

.• The Associated Press 

NICOSIA — Syrian President 
Hafez AI Assad's visit to Tehran 
nest week comes amid signals 
some Western hostages held by 
pro-Iranian militants in Lebanon 
could be released soon. 

Diplomats m Damascus said 
Tuesday that the plight of the 
hostages is one of the main topics 
Assad will discuss with President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani and other 
Iranian leaders. 

In Islamabad, capital of Pakis- 
tan, I ranian Ambassador Javad 
Mansoori told a news conference 
Tuesday that an unspecified num- 
ber of the 13 Westerners held in 
Lebanon might be freed ‘‘perhaps 
in the next few days." 

Pakistan has been used as an 
intennetfiary with Iran by the 
United States. 

Mansoori gave no details but 
said Tehran had received “prom- 
ises” from group’s zealots holding 
the captives that some will be 
released. He did not name the 
groups. 

Most of the hostages — six 
Americans, four Britons, two 
West Germans and an Italian — 
are held by ShPite factions linked 
to the fundamentalist Hezbollah 
(Party of God). It is Tehran's 


main ally in Lebanon. 

Syria, the main power broker 
in Lebanon and Iran's *»»»" Arab 
ally, has played a role in earlier 
hostage releases. Assad's visit to 
Tehran follows talks in Damascus 
last week with U.S. Secretary of 
State Janies Baker, during which 
they discussed die hostage issue. 

Assad has sided with the Un- 
ited States in the Gulf crisis 
against his longtime Arab rival, 
Iraq. It is the first time Syria has 
been aligned with Washington in 
any Middle East conflict. 

And Assad, cast adrift from his 
longtime Soviet mentor as Mos- 
cow moved to improve ties with 
Western nations, is eager to 
establish new Knits with the West. 

Hopes that some hostages will 
be freed have brightened since 
the Gulf crisis set off by Iraq’s 
Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. 

The confrontation between 
Iraq and the United States has 
provided Rafsanjani with unex- 
pected benefits that have helped 
him consolidate power in the 
faction-ridden Iranian hierarchy. 

Rafsanjani, leader of Iran’s so- 
called pragmatists, has been seek- 
ing to rebuild bridges with the 
West despite opposition by anti- 
Western radicals. He is believed 
to have had a hand in the release 


of American educators Robert 
PoMl and Frank Reed in April 
and in last month’s freeing of 
Irishman Brian Keenan. 

When the United States rushed 
to aid threatened Saudi Arabia, 
Iraq made peace with Tehran to 
end the Iian-Iraq war. 

Iraq withdrew its troops from 
territory occupied in the conflict, 
agreed to share sovereignty of the 
waterway forming the southern 
border between the two coun- 
tries, and began exchanging pris- 
oners of war. 

Tine U.N .-imposed embargo on 
oil exports from Iraq and Kuwait 
took 4 million barrels a day off 
the market and sent oil prices 
soaring, reaping Iran billions of 
dollars more than expected. 

Informed Shi'ite and other 
sources said IS Iraqis and 
Lebanese imprisoned in Kuwait 
for 1983 bombings escaped be- 
fore the Iraqi army took control. 

Their release, repeatedly re- 
fused by Kuwait's deposed royal 
family, has been a bey demand by 
the kidnappers in Lebanon. 

The Iranians have called recent hos- 
tage releases “goodwill gestures” 
that must be reciprocated by the 
United States and its friends. 

France recently released Anis 
Naccache, a Lebanese serving a 


life sentence for the attempted 
1980 assassination of former Ira- 
nian Prime Minister Shabpour 
Bakhtiar in Paris. 

Syria’s ambassador to Iran, 
Ahmad Al Hassan, was quoted 
by the English-language Tehran 
Times daily newspaper on Mon- 
day as saying “further reciproca- 
te ry moves are needed by the 
West” before any more hostages 
could be freed. 

According to sources in various 
capitals, those gestures may be 
forthcoming. 

“The United States has been 
sending signals to Tehran that it 
wants to improve relations,” one 
source said. 

In Amsterdam, a Western 
source at the Iran-U.S. claims 
tribunal said the two countries 
are within days of settling Iran’s 
request for payment of several 
hundred million dollars for milit- 
ary equipment it ordered before 
the 1979 Islamic revolution. De- 
livery of the equipment was 
frozen by the United States that 
year. 

The source, who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity, said 
another Iranian claim, probably 
worth hundreds of millions of 
dollars, was also dose to settle- 
ment. 


Gulf crisis fails to puncture 
Gulf passion for motor sport 


By Peter Bale 

Renter 

DUBAI — The Kuwait crisis has 
not punctured the enthusiasm of 
the Gulf Arabs for car rallying. 

Desert survival skills passed 
from father to son give the de- 
scendants of bedouins an edge in 
the rugged car rallies of the Mid- 
dle East. 

For dispossessed Kuwaitis, 
who fled their homes following 
Iraq's August 2 takeover of their 
country, such rallies also offer a 
chance to salvage some nationa l 
pride. 

. “We are here to show that 
Kuwaitis still have a fighting spirit 
-and to competc -fbr our country * 
to show that Kuwait is a country,' 
not part of Iraq,” said refugee 
Chari Al Zafiri. 

Car rallying is a major sport in 
the oil-rich Gulf states — fed by 
abundant money, cheap foe! and 
a passion for fast cars. 

“They read the sand, a Euro- 
pean wouldn’t stand a chance out 
here,” said former Swedish rally 
star Jan lindstromwbo heads the 
Mi tsubishi-Marlboro team in the 
Middle East 

Zafiri lined up alongside a Un- 


ited Arab Emirates fighter pilot 
and others on a steamy night 
recently to hurl their four-wheel- 
drive vehicles around desert 
trades in the seventh round of the 
UAE rally championship. 

He raced in jeans ami sweat 
shirt, his racing suit having been 
lost in the rush to flee Kuwait. 

Zafiri co-drives for Kuwaiti ral- 
ly champion Eid Falah, in this 
round in a former Paris-Dakar 
rally Mitsubishi Pajero. 

Falah was in Cairo when Iraq 
took over his country. He made a 
harrowing drive back into Kuwait 
City from Saudi Arabia to rescue 
his family and a few modest 
belongings. 


Fifth-in-line to the Dubai 
throne, the 23-year-old sheikh is 
a first heotenant in the UAE air 
force, flying daily sorties in his 
British-made Hawk light fighter. 

Rally driving is his second great 
love and he enjoys full spon- 
sorship from Mitsubishi which 
supplies him its latest Galant 
four-wheel-drive, four-wheel- 
steering, turbo-charged rally car. 

He had been due to compete in 
rally events in Kuwait and Yugos- 
lavia later this year but a military 
alert in response to the Gulf crisis 
Intervened. 

“(Iraqi President) Saddam 
Hussein has ruined it,” be said 
bitterly, leaning on his gleaming 


“It was.pretty dangerous,” saicL-.-j-ear- itt^a=^re-red racing suit, i 
Falah — an “I love Kuwait”^,. .^1 wonldJave. and dr^e 
sticker shining on Iris raring suit. overseas and get more experience 


“We had to drive across the 
desert because the roads were full 
of Iraqi tanks." 

Falah and Zafiri are among the 
30,000 Kuwaitis who have taken 
refuge hr the UAE, the collection 
of states at the mouth of the Gulf 
with dose ties to Kuwait. 

The crisis has proved a blow to 
the rallying career of learfing 
emirates driver, Sheikh Suhail 
Bin KhaKfa Al Maktoum. 


but I can’t because of the situa- 
tion, Everybody hopes nothing is 
going to happen but we have to 
keep flying and be prepared.” 
With his privileged position as 
Dubai royalty Sheikh Suhail has 
had a charmed entry into rallying 
and the airforce. He started com- 
peting in cars and flying air c ra ft 
at 15 — two years younger than 
the normal age for getting a 
driving licence. 


“I had to have my licence early 
so that I could drive to the airbase 
to fly,” be explains. 

“I think I tike flying best.” he 
said. “There’s a different skill 
involved. When you're flying you 
are in the air a0 by yourself, no 
co-driver, it’s just you and your 
aircraft.” 

But he said skills learned in the 
air were valuable for pushing the 
car and driver to the Omit. “The 
flying gives you better reactions 
... maybe it lets yon go faster.” 

Says manager Lindstrom: 
“They are absolutely fearless.” 

Sheikh SuhaiTs reactions and 
or worked well. He won the rally 
over six bruising stages of 55.4 
km in 26 minutes and 42 seconds, - 
more than three, minutes faster 
than the Land Rover of Abdullah 
Omar of the UAE. 

Kuwaitis Falah and Zafiri 
didn’t read the sand so wett, 
became stuck in one of the desert 
stages and came ninth. 

Another driver was disqual- 
ified for taking a short cut. 

Others abandoned traditional 
skills in favour of Western tech- 
nology and had spotter cars 
around the course relaying advice 
by car telephone, but to no avail. 


DISCOVER THE WORLD FROM THE GATEWAY OF ROYAL JORDANIAN 

Amman, a modem city 3,000 years old, has been the crossroads of 
civilizations for centuries. Today, it is still the gateway to both the western and 
eastern worlds. 

Discover the world from Jordan, the home of Rbyal Jordanian. With a net- 
work spanning the globe from North America to the Far East, Royal Jordanian flies 
you to the world on the aircraft of tomorrow. 

On your way to discovering the world, 
discover what a difference enjoyable travel rpyaljordanian 
on Royal Jordanian can be. 
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Jardaneh warns of problems 


(Continued from page 1) 

die Iraq sanctions were as low as four 
per cent of their respective GDP. 

The minister presented a anomaly of 
tfae Jordanian economic situation om- 
farin g the adverse impact of the Gulf 
. crisis and the sanctions. It showed a 
kws of $12,144 biiliou in the form of 
exports of goods to Iraq and Kuwait 
($280 million), fin ancial asristanc to 
.. the budget ($185 million — $135 
suffion from Kuwait and $50 million 
bmn Iraq) — forfeiture of Iraqi re- 
payment of debts ($169 mOlioo), tran- 
sit business ($250 million), tourism 
($230 mQfion), expatriate remittancs 
($320 million), increase in imports 
($220 million), difference in oil prices 
' ($180 nrilEon), increase in freight and 
■ insurance premium ($13) million) 

. . and cost of emergency relief oper- 
tions for evacuees from Kuwait and 
^ Iraq ($30m). 

1 Jardaneh said these figures did not 
i indude the invisible but real-term 
effects of the Gulf crisis in the form of 
r possible return of 250.000 expatriates 
from Kuwait, contributing the 
'already high employment in the coun- 
try. the loss in the investments and 
real savings as well as termination 
benefits and provident! fund of ex- 
patriates, losses of Iraqi does to the 


private sector and tbc massive crip- 
pfing of tbc transport sector which 
subsisted mainly on Iraqi imports and 
exports through the port of Aqaba. 

Excluding phosphates and potash, 
Jordanian commodity sales to Iraq 
repres en ted 40 per cent of the King- 
dom's total exports, be said. 

“Still, Jordan is expected to lose 
much more than this if its economic 
and financial relations with Kuwait 
and Iraq are tairffj into considera- 
tion,” he said. 

Jardaneh, however, strode an opti- 
mistic note. “There are good indica- 
tions Hint a vrisT w iiCT? is coming from 
Japan, West Germany and the Euro- 
pean Community” in fine witb'tbdr 
pledges to help states hit by the 
international sanctions against Iraq. 
But, be said, it is too eariy to spedty 
aqy figures of the expected aid. 

WhOe the signs are positive, he also 
warned that if Jordan does not re- 
ceive the aid, “the econ o my might be 
facing serious collapse.” 

“Unless Jordan receives subst a ntial 
support from die international econo- 
mic community, the econo m y will 
start to face serious pro blem s and 
d if fic ul ties — in my judgement start- 
ing either late in September or earijr 
October,” be said. 


Iraq seizes company assets 
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(Continued from page 1) 
with the g o v ernm ent before the 
Security Council imposed the 
, sanctions. 

The contracts included con- 
struction of power plants, reser- 
voirs, dams, oO projects, roads 
and bridges under Iraq’s develop- 
ment plan. 

The RCC decree was back- 
dated to Aug. 6. 

Iraqi courts had been banned 
from considering any challenges 
mounted by the governments or 
companies involved. 

* The United Stales and the EC 
also froze Kuwaiti assets but later 
released those under die control 
of tihe toppled Kuwaiti govern- 
ment 

, The RCC said Iraq would not 
bear responsibility for any dam- 
age resulting form the delay by 
foreign ins ti tutio ns or companies 
to meet contracts with the Iraqi 
government, companies or inefr- 
tfduab. 

The decree denounced deci- 


sions to freeze Iraqi assets and 
p roperty abroad as invalid. 

“Any law or decision t a ke n by 
governments connected to the 
freezing of Iraqi money and 
assets abroad does not hold,” it 


U.N. session 

(Cntined from page S) 

Guff crisis with all other Middle 
East issues, including the Israeli- 
occupied territories and Leba- 
non. 

Kuwait's deputy representa- 
tive, Mohammad Al Siflal, ob- 
jected that tfae PLO observer's 

re fer ences to the Arafat initiative 

and to Iraq's occupation of 
Kuwait “do not represent any- 
body except those who submitted, 
it" The remarks were contrary to 
resolutions by the Arab League 
and the U.N. Security Council, 
he said. 
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Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

r Italian shoes .loath or goods.1 
perfumes, lighters, watches, | 
pens .silverware, porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmelsani - Grincflays Bank Bldg’- 
Tel. 669 457 


Thetint&best 
Chinese Restaurant 

in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahfyyah t Girts School 
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• Many villas and apartments} 
are available for rent anal 
sale - furnished or unfur-J 
nished. 

" Also many lots of land arej 
available for sale. 

For further details, please] 
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Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


•ramy. 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 
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The H^ency Pabcetioiel 


LOBBY LOUNGE 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
’ available ‘ 

Open Daily 12.30-&30 pm 
7.30-41 J30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tei. 659519 659520 
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{■Steak House m 
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Steak House 

(The best In the town) 

DINE in & TAKE-AWAY 
SERVICE 


Open daily 12:00 p.m. 

Till 12.-00 midnight 

Street - Jtber Canter. 
Tel: B29064 - 82906$ 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 918214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p:m. 

v 6:30- Midnight y 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IMJtOTEL 
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Amman -Tel 668193 
PO Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAR0TL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Olympic committee invokes strict 
enforcement of bidding rules 


TOKYO (AP) - The Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee (IOC) 
launched a crackdown Wednes- 
day on the free-spending cam- 
paigns of cities hoping to host the 
games. Flagrant violator could 
be banished from the bidding. 

A day after banding a billion 
dollar present to Atlanta — the 
centenial Olympics in 19% — the 
IOCs executive board placed 
strict limits on the gifts and travel 
that bidders can offer committee 
members. 

While Atlanta organisers held 
their first round of meetings ab- 
out actually staging the games 
and talked of record television 
and advertising packages, the los- 
ers were clearing out their offices 
and wondering what went wrong. 

“The Olympics have become a 
North American event.” said 
Jean Walsh, communications 
director of Melbourne's bid. 
Atlanta will be the fourth North 
American Olympics since 1980. 

Nevertheless, the Australian 
city announced Wednesday that it 
would try again for the games of 
2000. 

Billy Payne, the head of the 
Atlanta bid, said the White 
House had called to arrange a 
congratulatory meeting with U.S. 
President George Bush in 
Washington next week. 

“I think he sees it as a chance 
to reaffirm the American com- 
mitment to the Olympic move- 
ment,” Payne said. Bush made a 
videotaped appeal to the IOC on 
behalf of the Atlanta bid 


Tuesday. 

From now on, each bidder can 
invite each IOC member to visit 
die city once. Gifts to members 
are limited to a total of $ 200 . 

Unlike previous attempts to 
hold down the expenses, the 
board this time incuded punish- 
ment in the new rules. It wfll 
publicise violations it discovers 
and — if the bidding crime is bad 
enough — throw the candidate 
out. 

M We are not trying to be pol- 

licernen, we will not torn into the 

CIA or the FBI,” Francois Gar- 
rard. the IOCs secretary gener- 
al, said. “But there should be 
acceptable rules. We are not 
going to check, but we are not 
naive. And if it's known that they 
have broken the rules, we will 
publicise it to all of the Olympic 
Movement.” 

Garrard said a bidder's expul- 
sion would be used as a last 
resort. 

There have been reports of 
numerous first-class flights to far- 
away destinations and lavish pre- 
sents, including gold medallions 
and jeweled necklaces, as the lists 
of bidders have grown in recent 
years. 

Carrard and Jim Worrall, a 
retired IOC member from Cana- 
da, said the problem started in 
1986, when 13 cities were bidding 
for the 1992 summer and winter 
games. Diamonds, fur coats and 
other luxury items were said to be 
changing hands then. 

“Those campaigns showed 


there was an almost-traitorous 
effort by some cities.” Carrard 
said. “This time, things were im- 
proved. But when you have six 
big cities in the bidding, as we did 
this year, things have a way of 
escalating.” . 

The scope of the problem was 
illustrated by Bob Scott, head of 
Manchester's unsuccessful bid. 
Manchester’s S5.7 mOiion tad 
budget was a fraction of the other 
cities’. 

“We sprat no money what- 
soever on gifts, which didn't stop 
members from coining up to me 
and thanking me for the gifts they 
received " Scott sakL 

Princess Anne, one of Britain’s 
IOC members, said Manchester’s 
strategy bad been correct, even 
though it was e&nunated on the 
second round with just five votes. 

“I am in the habit of sending 
(the gifts) all bad:, and that has 
created a busy task for the people 
with me — a rather steady 
stream," she said. “We chose not 
to do that and believe the money 
can be better spent developing 
sport.” 

The IOC also took the first step 
toward controlling the growth of 
the summer games. 

It adopted a new charter that 
says sports must be played in at 
least 73 countries on four conti- 
nents for men and 40 countries on 
three continents for women to be 
part of the Olympic schedule. 
The limits now are 30 countries 
on three continents for men and 
35-3 for women. 


Shock, anger and tears follow IOC announcement 


SHOCK, anger, disappointment 
and tears flowed from the five 
cities rejected by the Internation- 
al Olympic Committee (IOC) as 
hosts for the 1996 summer Olym- 
pics. 

While firecrackers exploded in 
Atlanta workers wept and dutch- 
ed roses in Manchester England; 
An Australian government offi- 
cial cried “no fair” and the 
Yugoslavian news agency Tanjug 
called the decision “a gross sports 
injustice.” 

But disappointment seemed to 
be greatest in Athens, which lost 
to Atlanta on the final ballot of 
five rounds of voting. 

Crowds gathered in Grecian 
town squares Tuesday, waiting, 
for the 21-gun salute that would 
kick off parades around the coun- 
try. Ships in port were ready to 
sound their sirens with the news 
that Athens would host the 
centennial of the modem Olym- 
pic Games in 1996- 

After it was announced Atlanta 
had beaten Athens, Toronto, 
Melbourne, Manchester and Be- 
legradc, crowds in Athens slowly 
dissolved into a dry decked with 
flags but plagued by power black- 
outs and traffic chaos. 

The problems in Athens have 
been brought on by more than a 
week of strikes to protest the 
conservative government's au- 
sterity measures. 

At Athens’ Panathinaic Sta- 
dium, the white marble 
horseshoe shaped stadium that. 


Mutt'n’Jeff 


was the birthplace of the modern 
Olympics in 1986, people ex- 
pressed their anger. 

“We began the games and we 
should have got them,” said Ste- 
fanos VassiHou, a high school 
student — one of abnt 40.000 
young people who had volun- 
teered to help organise the Olym- 
pics. 

“Athens should have got the 
Olympics.” Nikos TouLatos, an 
architect, said. lt We had made 
good preparations for the orga- 
nisation and infrastructure.” 

Others, holding a three-page 
programme of palnned celebra- 
tions. cried out. “it's a disgrace.” 

In Melbourne, people booed 
and immed iately sttarted drifting 
away from city square, despite a 
performance by one of the conn- 
try's more popular musical 
groups. Crowded House. 

Those who remained shouted 
angrily over the decision. The 
boisterous atmosphere that pre- 
vailed earlier virtually evapo- 
rated. 

Thousands of mostly young 
people jammed city square to 
listen to live music before the 
announcement at 9:50 p.m. local 
time. Hundreds already were 
there six hours earlier, and police 
eventually closed off nearby 
streets as the crowd grew steadily 
and overflowed the square. 
Stores stayed open late. About a 
dozen searchlights criscrossed the 
sky, occasionally catching errant 
helium balloons carrying Olympic 


bid logos into the night sky. 

Steve Crab, tourism minister 
for Victoria state, where Mel- 
bourne is located, made no secret 
of his anger at the decision. “It’s 
not fair — Melbourne had an 
impeccable bid and America has 
won it. If it was Greece you could 
understand it, but it wasn't. 
American money has done h and 
it's a pity — it's about time they 
came down to the southern 
hemisphere.” 

In Toronto, about 4,000 dis- 
appointed Olympic boosters left 
the Skydome and headed to work 
after learning Atlanta had been 
chosen. The crowd watched the 
announcement on their Sky- 
dome's huge TV screen. 

“It was depressing,” said Mike 
Sabo, a 28-year-old bar manager. 
“Maybe well get it next time.” 

“Your heart goes down to your 


stomach,” said John Dinunzio, a 
Toronto air conditioner installer. 

Jacquelyn Zelding. 23, said 
Atlanta should not have got the 
games because Los Angeles bad 
the summer games only six years 
ago. 

“They shouldn’t keep giving it 
to the same country," she said. 

In Belgrade, the Tanjug com- 
mentary said that despite the fact 
Belgrade has been trying to stage 
the Olympics since its first bid in 
the 1930s, it is now “highly un- 
likely” it will get future games. 

“It was the wealth of the Coca 
Cola company and the might of 
the CNN television network 
which won the right” for Atlanta 
— to stage the games, said Tanjug, 
quoting unidentified Yugoslav 
officials. “The IOCs choice was 
baited on profits which the IOC 
itself criticised for years.” 


Italians haO Alesi’s 
transfer to Ferrari team 


MILAN, Italy (AP) — The Ita- 
lian press Wednesday hailed, in 
frontpage reports, the transfer of 
French driver Jean Alesi to the 
Ferrari team for the 1991 Formu- 
la One season. 

Alesi, who will team at Ferrari 
with fellow-Frenchman Alain 
Frost, is considered by racing 
experts the rising F-l star who 
may challenge in driving skill and 
popularity Ayrton Senna, the 


Brazilian driver of the McLaren- 
Honda team. 

Turin's daily La Staxnpa called 
Alesi the emerging talent of auto 
racing. Italy's largest sports daily 
Gazzetta Dello Sport wrote he 
and Prost will fonn“a super duo.” 

The 26-year-old Frenchman of 
Italian ance stry was quoted by 
Gazzetta Dello Sport as saying 
“it's fantastic. I still can't believe 
it.” 
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Nations divided over 
Iraq at Asian Games 


The new limits make effect for 
the games of 2000. 

The charter revision, headed 
by Worrall, took eight yean, and 
the copy now goes to Internation- 
al Federations and National 
Olympic Committees. 

“This is no' total revolution. It is 
restiuctoring of the document that is 
readable and workable.” Canard 
said. 

Tbe session also elected Reran 
Gosper of Australia as a vice presi- 
dent, filling a new position. Gosper 
has been a member of the excep tiv e 
board. 

Most of the biddere said before 
Tuesday's vote that Athens was 
tbe only dry to which they would 
not min d finishing second, be- 
cause of its historical attraction. 
With Atlanta the winner, the 
bitterness of some was coming 
out. 

“I still think we had a bid as 
good as Atlanta's," Walsh said. 
“But it appears that a dty that 
offers everything can't win... I 
would have thought that IOC 
members, if they loved the Olym- 
pic Movement, would realise that 
the Olympic Movement belongs 
to the world.” 

Still, Melbourne jumped right 
back into tbe race to host the first 
games of the 21st cenhuy. 

“We were disappointed by last 
night's results but we will not be 
discouraged,” Joan Kimer, pre- 
mier of tbe Australian state of 
Victoria, said. “Our bid is too 
good to be allowed to sink with- 
out trace.” 


PEKING (R) — • Asian natrons 
axe bitterly divided ahead of 
Thursday’s crucial vote on 
whether to expel Iraq from tire 
Asian Games which open in Pek- 
ing Saturday. 

“The vote will be dose. It wfll 
be Unpredictable. It can go either 
way,” said Chaman Lai Mehta, 
secretary of the Olympic Council 
of Asia (OCA). 

Iraq’s fore is to be decided in a 
secret ballot by National Olympic 
Committee heads from the 
OCA’s 38 member states and 
territories, including representa- 
tives of both Baghdad and the 
Kuwaiti government in exile. 

Mehta said it was not yet dear 
whether members would back a 
reco m mendation by the OCA’s 
Executive Committee to ban the 
Iraqi sportsmen from competing. 

If Iraq is to be expelled from 
the games, at least two thirds of 
die votes cast must be in favour. 
Abstentions will not count. 

Delegates said stormy debates 
preceded two previous Asian 


Games expulsions — Israel’s in 
Tehran in 1974 at tbe urging of 
Arab nations and Taiwan’s in 
Bangkok in 1978 to case China's 
re-entry into tbe OCA. 

In Pelting Wednesday, pro- 
and anti-Iraq delegates traded 
bitter accusations. 

“For us, it is an emotional 
issue,” said a spokesman for the 
Kuwait delegation. “Iraq com- 
mitted aggression against a mem- 
ber country of the OCA. Iraq 
must go.” 

A sport official from Saudi 
Arabia said: “Iraq win be expel- 
led. We are sure. We cannot 
allow tbe movement to be di- 
vided.” 

Jordan, leading Baghdadis de- 
fence in Peking expects support 
from countries who want a com- 
promise that would allow both 
Iraq and Kuwait to compete. 

Countries believed to support a 
compromise include Malaysia 
and India, according to a South 
East Asian sports official. 


Only Agassi missing from 
Paris Open tennis games 


PARIS (R) — Next month's $2- 
oiillion Paris Open men's tennis 
tournament has attracted a stron- 
ger-in-depth entry than any of 
this year's Grand Slam events 
with only Andre Agassi misting, 
organisers said Wednesday. 

The American world number 
four apart, all of the top 37 on tbe 
Association of Tennis Professionals ’ 
computer ranking list have signed 
up for the competition which 
starts on Oct. 29. 

The seedings will be headed by 
world number one Stefan 
Edberg. Boris Becker and Ivan 
Lendl. 

If all the players appear, the 
tournament will be the strongest 
ever held outside the four Grand 
Siam competitions. 

The entry list is so formidable 
that the 1987 Paris Open cham- 
pion American Tim Mayotte, 
ranked 38th in the world, is not 
entitled to one of the 36 automa- 


tic places in the main draw and 
will have to play in the qualifiers 
if he does not receive a wild card 
from organisers. 

Tournament Director Patrice 
Cere said: “Last year we had an 
exceptional entry but we were 
careful not to shout about it. 

“We wanted to wait until this 
year to see whether it was just 
coincidence or whether players 
had decided that tbe Paris Open 
was one of the great events of the 
season, a tournament not to be 
missed. 

“This yeear we have a real 
confirmation that the tournament 
is a prime choice for players.” 

Tbe indoor tournament, at the 
modem Palais Omnisports in the 
Paris suburb of Bercy, will be 
played on a new French-made 
Taraflex synthetic surface, the 
material to be used at the 1992 
Olympics in Barcelona. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 21, 1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer^ .Carroll Righter Foundation ■ 
1ENERAL TENDENCIES: you and your friends know some 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Promote your desire and intent to 
gain tbe good win of those you 
know to be very social and make as 
many contacts as possible but be 
sure to act in an unobtrusive man- 
ner in gaining your objective.... 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
very good day to early get together 
with a family member to discuss 
and to thresh out what wfll be your 
best way to increase your assets, 
income. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Get some new slant or point of 
view to put into whatever com- 
munications that arc important to 
you and lighten up conversational 
methods, too. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) One 
who has had considerable experi- 
ence in tbe world of money is 
available to give yon the opportun- 
ity to add to your present holdings. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Reach out for the support 
and backing of a very practical 
friend who understands your per- 
sonal ambitions and usually does 
not hdp very much. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) One 
who is successful and prett y fixed 
in ways success comes to that 
person will privaidy give you a 
weD rounded awareness how to be 
more prosperous. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A person from afar wbo rarely 
travels is now in a position to let ’ 


better ways to enjoy yourselves in 
the days ahead. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) If you concern yourself with a 
plan to have more of this world's 
goods now you best succeed by 
getting an expert in the outride 
world to aid you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Consider well what an 
earthy minded partner desires and 
be sore you think out some new 
methods of gaining for the same 
old system won’t work out well. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Much of a business 
nature is coming up now that can 
be most helpful to you in your daily 
occupation so be sure to latch on to 
and start news for efficiency. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Whatever you have in 
mind for pleasing one whom you 
are very fond requires subtly find- 
ing out what that individual Bees 
tbe most now. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Consider well what needs 
repairs oc renovating at your dwell- 
ing then you will be able to contact 
stores that deal in such ma teri al s , 
articles. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You have a very brilliant in- 
spired idea for increasing tbe pro- 
ductivity of your everyday occqpa- 
boG but you need some a s s i stance 
from a congenial c o m p a nion. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

C ISM T(«oo* UwSa SanrioM, me 


FEND THE KILLING LEAD 


North-South vulnerable. West 
deals. 

NORTH 

* K 10 6 
7QJI3 
CAS 

4KJS4 

WEST EAST 

* J 9*4 * Q732 

9 A 10 7 5 4 

0 J a 6 3 V K Q 10 9 4 2 

* A 5 3 4 9 

SOUTH 

♦ A 5 
7X9762 

0 7 

4 Q t0 7 6 2 
The bidding: 

West North East South 

Pass 14 3 0 3v 

4 C 5 7 Pan Pass 

Pas* 

Opening lead: 7 

Books have been written on the 
subject of opening leads, but you 
cannot lay down rules to cover all 
situations. For instance, look only 
at the West hand and the bidding. 
Then decide what you would lead 
against South’s five-heart contract. 

With such a huge fit for opener's 
smt. there was no way East's pre- 
empt was going to keep South out of 

tbe auction. If partner did not have 
support for hearts. South could al- 


East South 
3 0 3 v 

Pass Piss 


ways retreat to dubs. Once the heart 
fit was located. North elected to 
compere rather than defend. 

At one table, West led a dia- 
mond. Declarer took the ace in 
dummy, came to hand with a dia- 
mond raff and led a heart. When 
West ducked, declarer won and con- 
tinued a second trump, and tbe de- 
fenders could come to no more than 

their pair of aces. 

String West n the other table was 
Richard Pavfioek of Fort Lauder- 
dale, Fla. Looking ax two aces, it 
was overly optimistic to expect East 
to have the ace of diamonds, and 
certainly either declarer or dummy 
was going to turn up with a tingle- , 
ion diamond. Therefore, Pavfcck 
decided to look elsewhere for tbe 1 
setting trick. 

Tbe most fikdy chance, h 
seemed, was to find East with either 
a singleton dub, or a doubleton dub 
with at least two hearts. So Pavlicek 
led the ace of dubs and another. 
East’s ruff sealed declarer's fate 
quickly. 

Had East held a doubleton dub. 
West intended winning the first 
trump lead and continuing with a 
third dub. Tbe whole defense, espe- 
cially the choice of opening lead, 
was buih around the fact that Wat 
had control of the- trump suit. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 20, 1999 
By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter foundation 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: A moody or yon can ato become 
determination on the part of most depressed for apparently no good 
everyone to get what they want is ' reason. 

bound to lead to some differences ubRA: (September 23 to October 

of opinion today so fry not to get 22) Its your day to do nothing to 
caught up in any major disputes wfa j ch jfce pubfc eye 

with dose associates. exception, otherwise 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) y°“ could have some loss of good 

Consider what your family desires 5la n d * rt & - 
and by making sure that you follow SCORPIO: (October 23 ro Novem- 

the Line of aiding them to obtain {jer 21) Finish some new interest 
goals, you sidestep a bitter atgu- you have . been pursuing but the* 
merit. time is not yet ripe for you to gee 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) into tbe various aspects of another 
Forego that urge to be overeager venture, 
and impulsive in going after some SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 

outride attraction for it wfl] be December 21) Consider well what- 

yoms more easily under better ever promises you have made 
aspects. whether of a personal or business 

GEMINI: (May 21 w> June 21) You «itare and despite annoyance ab- 

fcel you do not have the right end out them, keep your cooL 

to - 

^*®* n ___ surprises you but doflT sbow your 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to amazement and you win out in an 
July 21) You are likely to feel you untenable situation. 

^iT5 , '“ iloOOTbte 'v“i f 

3 bound to occur sometime and if it 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 4 ^ today, take it in your stride, 
private worries seem more than absent yourself from strife, 
you want to put up with now and 

you are inclined to let By with nsCES: (Febiuaiy 20 to March 

some comment to one not in- 20) You have been looking for- 

vojved. ward very much to some pleasure 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September that conflicts with the whims of 
22) Best not to contact any friends another person who can make it 
today who are inclined to be tough to enjoy. 


THE BETTER HALE 


By Harris 



"Maybe it’s called produce because 
the prices produce big headaches.” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

_ 

Yes, i always have to prepare 1 
something special for Wm I 


CLEEX 


LERBY 


DEWIST 


MERMAHI 


Answer here: 




A VEGETARIAN 
WILL CHEW 
VEGETABLES AHP- 


Now arrange the eketed letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested fry the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: MANGY DROOP UNRULY STYMIE 

Answer What that steady drinker was most of the 
time— UNSTEADY 


THE Daily Crossword 


for B erni c e Gordon 


ACROSS 
1 Homunculus 
5 City on the 
Red Saa: var. 
10 Ready, aim. — 
1* Baghdad * 
land: var. 

15 George or TA 

16 Hems! ay TV 
series 

17 Behavior 

19 Potato 

20 Hurricane 
center 

21 Article 

22 Bara legally 

24 Tresses 

25 Rayed flower 

26 Charge 

29 Entertainers 

32 Actor JuHa 

33 Maka goo-goo 
eyes at 

35 Root Fr. 

36 Mountain 

37 Mali polishes 

39 Hunters' org. 

40 Stared open- 
mouthed 

42 Deb 

43 Maple genus 

44 Ancient Dead 
Sea people 

46 Teachings 

48 Of the kidneys 

49 Guinea pig 

50 Petty niter 

52 virile 

53 Large boat 

56 Buy — hi a 
poke 

57 Sham 
60 Pacifist 

81 Industrialist 
Gyrus 
« Dies — 

63 Fndt drinks 

64 Swiss river 
66 Autd tang — 

DOWN 

1 U* at anchor 

2 NoM ctwmtat 

3 Nucha 

4 Ring decision 

5 Discard extra t 

cargo ‘ 


aaaai 

mmmm 


'sasssaa 5 **-- 


6 Comic Fudd 

7 Per - 

8 Musical Ho 
B Certify 

10 Most 
expeditious 
ti Weight 

12 Enlist again 

13 GonchJdes 
18 Narrow inlets 

23 Filthy abodes 

24 Lokl's 
daughter 

25 Staggering 
28 “ — to Uva" 

27 Dinner course 

28 Giving aid 

29 Egypt 
dancing girts 

30 White bird 

31 Scorches 
34 Mallet 

37 MN city 

38 Not to 
mention 

4i Arts#* 

43 Some 


Iwferitar's PozzJe Sshrwt 
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Telegraph key 53 Ethereal 


Always 
Table fowl 

£ Thompson 

Footless 

Oriental 

tietective 


54 Kind of 
leather 

55 High or deep 

58 Cheering word 

59 “^c ou nt r y — 
Ol t bee" 
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Israeli central bank accuses government 
of mishandling sale of state-owned bank 
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TEL AVIV (R) — The Bazik of 
Israel Tuesday accused the gov- 
ernment of mishandlug the sale 
of .state-owned IDB Bankhokfing 
Corp. Ltd., saying it had given 
preference to the bank’s ousted 
Israeli directors. 

Id an usually strong statement, 
central bank governor Michael 
Bnmo recommended extending 
die tender’s deadline by three 
months to widen competition for 
IDB, the first of four b anking 
groups slated for privatisation. 

It was the latest criticism of a 
troubled privatisation scheme 
Israel hopes will raise capital to 


fund a mass influx of Soviet Jew- 
ish immigrants. Bruno said prob- 
lems with the IDB deal could 
undermine the sale of other state 
firms. 

Only two candidates made the 
M andat o ry SZO million deposit by 
the .Sept. 12 deadline to secure 
participation in the bidding, he 
said. One was the Recanati fami- 
ly, which was stripped of control 
in 1986 over a bank shares 
scandal. 

The Recanatis still own nearly 
13 per cent of IDB, built around 
Israel Discount Bank. U is the 
third largest bank in Israel with 


assets worth $15 billion. 

Bruno criticised a contract be- 
tween the Recanatis and M.I. 
Holdings (MIH), the state firm 
that holds IDB’s shares, setting 
the terms for the sale of a stake of 
between 26 and 51 per cent. He 
said the central bank knew of the 
terms only after the pact was 
signed. 

‘’The restrictive conditions in 
the contract with the current 
owners and the preference that 
was given to them in the contract 
contributed to deterring buyers,” 
the statement said. 

“For example, (there were) 


conditions that determined IDB 
would be sold as a whole and not 
split up, (and) the short time 
given for announcing one’s parti- 
cipation in the tender.” 

British publisher Robert Max- 
well decided not to bid for IDB, 
telling Bnmo in a letter one day 
before the deadline that he was 
interested in buying only IDB’s 
industrial holdings. 

Banking sources said other 
potential foreign investors had 
expressed reservations about the 
tender and feared they would not 
be given enough access to IDB’s 
financial records. 


Gulf crisis worsens Lebanon’s plight 


BEIRUT, Lebanon (AP) — 
Yourris Baza climbed a diff in 
Beirut overlooking the 
Mediterranean last week and 
flung himself on the rocks below. 
He was Lebanon’s fist fatality in 
the Gulf crisis. 

B am . 45, a ShTite Muslim cab 
driver, left a hand- written note 
on the cliff along with the identity 
cards of ins four children: Imad, 
13, Ilham, 11, Fatima, 9 and 
Yousef, 6. 

“I can’t cope any more. I can’t 
feed even you, let alone send yon 
to school,” the note said. “I’ve 
decided to end my agony. Good 
tuck to all of you and please 
forgjve me.” 

Bara's death was a dramatic 
example of bow Iraq’s takeover 
of Kuwait has caused widespread 
economic and social hardship in a 
country already ravaged by 15 
years of civil war. 

The invasion has sent the 
Lebanese currency tumbling to a 
record low — from 600 liras to 
the dollar in late July to 1,200 
liras to tire dollar now. 

Hre prices of commodttes have 
tripled or quadrupled over the 
last two weeks. 

A leaf of bread sells at 10 
cents, five times what it cost early 
last month. 

The worldwide surge in ofl 


prices triggered by the crisis has 
been devastating. Lebanon has to 
import all its oil and is now 
paying double what it was six 
weeks ago with foreign currency 
it can ill afford. 

The price of 20 litres of gaso- 
line has nearly tripled from $3.30 
to $9.00. Heating and power 
generator fuel has gone up from 
$2.80 for 20 litres to $7.50. 

It’s the same story with staples 
like rice, sugar, vegetables, pota- 
toes, milk and canned food. 

Lebanon has to import more 
than 90 per cent of its food 
requirements. 

The government-decreed mini- 
mum wage of 45,000 Lebanese 
liras a month is now worth $40 
compared to more than $80 in 
late July. 

“My salary’s barely enough to 
support my wife and two kids for 
one day, let alone a whole 
month,” lamented Mahmoud 
Safi, 30, a minimum-wage bus 
driver. 

Economists say that the Gulf 
crisis has as done as much dam- 
age to the economy, once the 
most prosperous in the Middle 
East, as the 15 years of civil war, 
Israeli invasions and factional 
fending put together. 

President Elias Hrawi’s gov- 
ernment was counting on $2 bil- 
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115.8 


<24.1 <26.6 Italian lira (for 100) 

56.6 

56.9 

Swiss franc 

510.2 513 3 Belgian franc (for 10) 

206.1 

207.3 


lion in reconstruction aid pledged 
by the oO-rich Arab nations of the 
Gulf to help shore up the 
Lebanese economy. But that's 
become a mirage. 

“This hope has been buried in 
Kuwait’s sands,” said a commen- 
tator on Beirut's Voice of the 
People' radio station. “No one 
can expect anyone in the Arabian 
Peninsula to show concern for 
Lebanon. They're preoccupied 
with the Iraqi threat on their 
doorstep.” 

Frantic pleas by Hrawi and 
Prime Minister Salim Hoss to 
have Lebanon listed as a hard-hit 
victim of the Golf crisis, to qual- 
ify for international compensa- 
tion like Egypt, Jordan and Tur- 
key, have fallen on deaf ears. 

In a recent message to Western 
beads of state, Hrawi said some 
50,000 Lebanese who had been 
working in Kuwait and sending 
home about $200 million a month 
are now broke. 

One of them, H. Zabreddin, a 
wealthy businessman, flew to 
Beirut Ang. 1 to throw a wedding 
party for his daughter at a posh 
beachside hotel. 

‘T went to bed a millionaire 
and woke up in debt,” Zahrcddin 
said the next day. “The hotel 
refused to accept my Kuwaiti 
dinar check to settle the party 
bill.” 


Another Lebanese resident of 
Kuwait, Mahmoud Kurdi, drove 
from Kuwait to spend his summer 
■vacation at home in the ancient 
dty of Baalbek in east Lebanon. 

He crossed, the Syrian border 
into Lebanon Ang. 1 and stopped 
at the market town of Chtaura to 
cash a bank check of 50,000 
Kuwaiti dinars, roughly $200 ,000. 

When money changers there 
demanded what he termed an 
exaggerated exchange commis- 
sion, Kurdi decided to cash his 
check for a better rate in Beirut 
the next day. 

“But the next day Saddam 
Hussein wiped me out,” Knrdi 
moaned. “My check’s now a 
worthless piece of paper.” 

The currency crisis boomer- 
anged ou business. Banks in 

Beirut have slopped changing dol- 
lar checks, offering only to pay 
the equivalent in Lebanese liras. 

Nightlife that was just starting 
to pick up again after recent 
fighting has come to a virtual 
standstill. 

Discotheques and restaurants 
are empty. The fun-loving party- 
goers who defied the worst 
spasms of civil war shelling in the 
last two years are staying home. 

“They just can’t afford to go 
out any more.” said barman 
Habib Naimeh, who runs the 
Megalith, one of Beirut’s most 
frequented pubs. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and balboa markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 

1.9140/50 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1585/90 

Canadian dollar 


• 1.5520/27 

Deutscbemarks 


1.7485/95 

Dutch guilders 


1.2880/90 

Swiss francs 


31.90/95 

Belgian francs 


5.1940/90 

French francs • 


1162/1163 

Italian lire 


137.90/138.00 

Japanese yen 


5.7040/115 

Swedish crowns 


6.0080/130 

Norwegian crowns 


5.9145/95 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

386.50/387.00 

U.S. dollars 


Bush promotes capital 
gains cut for budget pact 


DENVER (R) — President 
George Bush Tuesday defended 
his demand for a capital gains tax 
cut in any budget agreement with 
Congress — insisting the con- 
troversial tax break would spur 
the U.S. economy. . 

Qrangng the captial gains tax 
law has become a major stumb- 
ling block in negotiations be- 
tween Congress and the White 
House on a federal budget for the 
fiscal year beginning Oct. 1. 

Unless a budgetary comprom- 
ise can be hammered out before 
the next fiscal year starts, U.S. 
law mandates automatic across- 
the-board spending cuts of more 
than $100 bfllionu 

Bush’s defence of his capital 
gains tax cut proposal comes as 
his adminis tration's negotiations 
with Congress on the budget en- 
ded after 11 days of meetings at 
an air force base outside 
Washington failed to reach agree- 
ment on cutting the deficit by 


$500 billion over five years. 

The capital gains tax is a levy 
on the increase in the value of an 
asset like property or stocks be- 
tween the date it was acquired 
and the date it was sold. 

Despite cries from Democrats 
that Bush’s can for slashing the 
capital ga ins tax from as high as 
33 per cent down to 15 per cent 
would benefit only the rich, Bush 
told a Republican Party fund- 
raising lunch that such a cut 
would generate new jobs and fuel 
economic expansion. 

“The. key issue here at home 
remains the health of our national 
economy,” he said. 

Democrats claim Bush's capital 
gains proposal would help only 
America’s wealthiest taxpayers 
while ignoring everyone else — 
an argument that could tap into 
the emotions of voters who cast 
ballots this November for House 
of Representatives and Senate 
candidates. 
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Egypt calculates $2.73 billion 
in losses from crisis in Gulf 


CAIRO. Egypt (AP) — Egypt’s 
losses from the Gulf crisis will 
reach 7.S billion Egyptian pounds 
($2.73 billion), the government’s 
planning minister was quoted as 
saying Wednesday. 

Minister Kama] Al Ganzouri 
reported the crisis' impact on 
Egypt to the cabinet before leav- 
ing for Washington and meetings 
of the World Bank and the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund, the 
state-owned newspaper Al 
Abram reported. 

One of his missions in the 
United States is to debt 

relief with the agencies. 

Al Ahram said A] Ganzouri 's 
cabinet memorandum predicted 
that Egypt will lose three billion 
pounds ($1.09 billion) in expatri- 
ate workers’ remittances. 
Another three billion pounds will 
be lost to increases in import 
prices, the document said. 

About 400.000 Egyptians 
worked in Kuwait and 1.5 milli on 
in Iraq before Iraq's takeover .of 
Kuwait. About 280,000 have re- 
turned to Egypt, and tens of 
thousands more are expected. 

Tbe minister said Egypt’s Suez 


Canal will lose 300 million 
pounds ($109 million) in re- 
venues. The U.N.-led interna- 
tional Mnrlcarfr. a gainff Iraq and 
the absence of oil exports from 
both Iraq and Kuwait are ex- 
pected to reduce traffic through 
the international waterway. 

Tourism income also will foil, 
by 700 million pounds ($255 .mil- 
lion), added the memorandum. 
Ibe Guff crisis has led thousands 
of tourists to cancel their plans to 
visit Egypt. 

Tbe memorandum said two 
plans currently are under study to 
offset the losses. One is a posable 
cutback in imports, the ocher an 
increase in industrial production. 

Minister Al Ganzouri's report 
to the cabinet followed a series of 
ministerial meetings, some 
cb aired by President Hosni 
Mubarak, to assess losses from 
the seven-week-old Gulf crisis 
and to consider remedies. 

The report also was prompted 
by Al Ganzouri's expected talks 
in Washington with officials of 
the two international financial 
institutions on an Egyptian eco- 
nomic reform package. 


The International Monetary 
Fund’s agreement to the package 
is a necessary first step toward 
getting Western and other credi- 
tors to reschedule some of 
Egypt’s foreign debt of about $50 
bOfion. 

The debt includes $6.7 billion' 
owed to the United States for 
arms purchases between 1979 and 
1985. President George Bush has 
proposed to Congress that tbe 
entire debt be forgiven because of 
Egypt’s economic difficulties, 
compounded by the Gulf crisis. 

Al Ganzouri’s report coincided 
with committee-level congres- 
sional debate on Bush’s proposal 
which begins this week. 

Meanwhile, Egypt has in- 
creased its oil export prices by $2 
a barrel for ail blends effective 
Wednesday, an ofl ministry offi- 
cial said. 

This was the second increase in 
three days, a record in Egyptian 
oil annals. Monday, export prices 
were raised by S3 a barrel for all 
blends. 

The Golf crisis accounted for 
the quick price increases on world 


markets. 

Wednesday’s increase was. de- 
cided by the inter-departmental 
government committee char ged 
with reviewing oQ prices. It in- 
cludes officials from the oil, fi- 
nance, foreign and other minis- 
tries. 

Monday, Oil Minister Abdul 
Hady Kandil did not even wait 
for pricing committee members 
to assemble for a review and 
himself ordered the S3 per barrel 
increase. 

Egypt previously reviewed ex- 
port prices every fortnight but 
changed the practice after Iraq's 
takeover of Kuwait. Since then, 
tbe reviews have been made at 
shorter and irregular intervals. 

Egypt produces 870,000- 
900,000 barrels of ofl daily. It is 
not a member of the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries. It exports almost half of the 
output at prices that are set in 
light of world market conditions 
and OPEC policies. 

Egypt is expected to gain one 
million) in oil revenues due to 
successive increases in its oil 
prices. 


UNCTAD sees Gulf crisis 
reinforcing world recession 


LONDON (R) — The world eco- 
nomy is slipping into recession, a 
trend likely to be reinforced by 
the Gnlf crisis, the United Na- 
tions Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) said in 
a report released Wednesday. 

Only some fast-growing econo- 
mies in Asia and some in the 
European Community are likely 
to resist the trend, UNCTAD 
said in its annual trade and de- 
velopment report. 

At an earlier briefing for jour- 
nalists on tbe report, an UN- 
CTAD official said if the price of 
oil stayed at S30 per barrel, oil- 
importing countries would have 
to pay our an extra S26 billion in 
1991. 

He said this would eat up a 
further 10 to 15 per cent of tbe 
export earnings that developing 
countries which import -oil have 


left after they service their exter- 
nal debts. 

UNCTAD was set up in 1964 
to promote better international 
trading conditions for developing 
countries and help raise their 
standard of living. 

This year’s report was com- 
pleted before Iraq's takeover of 
Kuwait in eariy August but the 
agency has updated some of its 
analysis in tbe light of events. 

The UNCTAD report was the 
latest in a series of analyses on 
the world economy that predict 
the Gulf crisis will add to econo- 
mic woes. 

The International Monetary 
Fund, which starts its annual 
meeting in Washington next 
week, has painted a bleak picture 
for Third World countries that 
are heavily- dependent oir 1m-" 


ported oil. 

The World Bank has warned 
that developing countries face se- 
rious consequences as a result of 
higher ofl prices and rising world 
interest rates and concluded that 
only 11 developing countries, 
which produce and export ofl, 
stood to gain. 

* 

UNCTAD said most develop- 
ing countries would have to cut 
back import volumes because of 
higher oil bills. This would have a 
negative impact on welfare and 
growth and would seriously 
jeopardise efforts to cope with 
debt problems. 

It singled oat Eastern Europe 
as a region particularly vulner- 
able to a sustained increase in oil 
prices and said a $30 barrel would 
take up half its hard currency 
earnings. • ■ ■ 


EC says tension in Gulf 
threatens world trade talks 


ROME (R) — The Gulf crisis 
threats efforts to open up world 
trade but economic protectionism 
must be resisted. European Com- 
munity (EC) ministers agreed 
Tuesday. 

Italian Trade Minister Renato 
Ruggiero said higher oil prices 
stemming from the crisis made it 
more important than ever to 
reach agreement in the current 
round of global trade talks, set to 
end in early December. 

“There cannot be any delays or 
failures.” Ruggiero told a news 
conference after a meeting of EC 
trade ministers. 

He said it was essential for 
countries to reads agreement in 
the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) talks, 
despite a deep split between 
Brussels and Washington over 
form trade reform. 

“Imagine tbe repercussions at 
such a moment if Europe were to 
be torn away from America and 
the North were torn away from 
the South,” he said. 

At their meeting outside 
Rome, the ministers dwelt on tbe 
impact dearer ofl will have on ' 
developing countries and Eastern 
Europe. 

Ruggiero said tbe EC message 


to those nations was that “this 
crisis must not produce a reply of 
a protectionist character. The 
only response must be a greater 
liberalisation of world trade.” 

EC chief trade negotiator 
Frans Andriessen told Reuters: 
“Tbe Gulf is a threat to a certain 
extent on tbe process of liberalis- 
ing trade.” 

Andriessen said the EC feared 
developing countries crippled by 
higher energy bills would be un- 
able to make concessions in the 
Uruguay Round of GATT talks. 

The GATT talks seek to write 
new rules in areas such as agricul- 
ture. services and investment. 

Tbe ministers did not discuss 
form trade reform, the most 
vexed issue in the GATT talks. 

But Andriessen said he wel- 
comed an announcement by U.S. 
trade representative Caria (fills 
in Geneva Tuesday that the Un- 
ited States would soon make a 
revised farm trade proposal, 
backing off from its demand to 
eliminate all export subsidies. 

“This is a positive element in 
tbe negotiations,” be said. 

Andriessen said the EC Com- 
mission would consider Thursday 
a reform plan floated in July by 
EC Farm Commissioner Ray 


Macsharry, who proposes cutting 
form support by 30 per cent be- 
tween 1986 and 1996. 

He said that despite differences 
and a short calendar a GATT 
deal could be clinched before the 
December deadline. 

“There is sufficient time if 
there is sufficient will. We are 
now waiting for the other side to 
show the same will and realism,” 
Andriessen said, making dear the 
key dispute was with 
Washington. 

Ruggiero said the EC was com- 
mitted to helping developing 
countries by opening up its mar- 
ket to their textile exports. 

He called on the United States, 
Australia, New Zealand, Canada 
and Japan to match the ECs 
textiles offer, saying their propos- 
als so far were totally insufficient. 



FOR SALE 

jear. 1988 
lition, duty 

ir- 

Volkswagen Jetta, 1.6 Titers. Automatic 
model. Made. 12000 km. Perfect cbnc 
unpaid. 

Tel. 843555/Ext 3968 evenings onl 




I, Tariq Kamel Iskandar- 
ani, have lost my resident 
alien card no. A 26579769. 
If found please contact the 
American Embassy or the 
nearest police station. My 
phone no. is 604299. 


Greenspan 
gives gloomy 
assessment 
of American 
economy 

WASHINGTON (R) — Federal 
Reserve Board Chairman Alan 
Greenspan said Wednesday that, 
while the Gulf crisis is adding 
uncertainty and substantial risks 
to the U.S. economy, he does not 
foresee a recession as yet. 

But the central bank chief also 
said tbe trend in U.S. inflation 
has not unproved and higher oil 
prices following Iraq’s takeover 
of Kuwait reduce chances the rate 
of inflation will drop soon. 

“Despite the general sluggish- 
ness in business activity this year, 
the underlying trend in inflation 
has not improved,” Greenspan 
said in testimony for the Joint. 
Economic Committee of Con- 
gress. 

Greenspan said that while U.S. 
economic growth is sluggish at 
best, be does not foresee a reces- 
sion at this time. 

“Judging from both hard data 
and more anecdotal reports, we 
are not — least as yet — witnes- 
sing a cumulative unwinding of 
economic activity,” Greenspan 
said. 

Greenspan said the central 
bank still lacks sufficient data to 
make a solid assessment of the 
direction of tbe economy, but 
noted that reports from 
businesses suggest that com- 
panies are pulling back on invest- 
ment plans and consumers are 
tightening up on spending. 

The head of the central bank 
said he would be surprised if 
recent developments in the Gulf 
did not contribute to some pull- 
back by consumers and 
businesses, but tbe lack of data 
made it difficult to assess the 
extent of any cutback in spending 
or production that may be 
underway. 

Blit the Gulf crisis has intro- 
duced “new and substantial 
risks” to the U.S. economic out- 
look, he said. Higher oil prices 
have added to overall price press- 
ures and may have begun to 
restrain economic activity, he 
said. 

“In addition to the effects of 
the higher oil prices per se, just 
the enormous uncertainty about 
bow and wheu the tensions in the 
Gulf will be resolved undoubted- 
ly is affecting the economy in a 
negative way,” Greenspan told 
the House of Representatives and 
Senate economic committee. 


AMERICAN FURNITURE 
NEEDED 

American furniture needed: bedrooms, salons, din- 
ing rooms, old Chinese and French ware. 

Tel: 828369. After 2:00 p.m, pis. call tel. 668497 


THE SPANISH CULTURAL CENTRE 

announces 


The start of the autumn Spanish language courses. 
Registration for this course starts on Sept 24 and lasts until Sept. 
30. 

.Course begins on Oct 1 and runs for three months. 
Courses for all levels — three hours per week for each level. 
Fees for each course: JD 40 including books. 

For more Information please call the Spanish 
Cultural Centre, Jabal Amman, First Circle tel: 
624049 dally except Fridays and Sundays. 


FOR SALE 


NOTICE 

• 

1983 Nissan Pulsar. Duty not paid - yellow plate. 36,000 


Any information concerning 

original km's. Excellent condition. 


Miss Francia Villar 

$2,800 or best offer 


of Philippine nationality will be appreciated. 

Contact tel. no. 684151 - Mr. Adeeb 


Please contact telephones, 645161, 643421, 666836 
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World News 


Cambodian council talks collapse 


BANGKOK. Thailand IAP) — 
The first meeting of a council 
formed of aJI Cambodia's warring 
factions collapsed Wednesday 
with each side accusing the other 
of endangering the body con- 
vened 10 guide the nation to 
democracy. 

“Our regret is that in the three 
days of our meeting, we have not 
been able to reach any agreement 
at all." Premier Hun Sen of the 
Vietnamese-installed Cambodian 
government told a news confer- 
ence. 

“The first meeting is not yet 
over," he said. “It's only a tem- 
porary adjournment." 

Hun Sen left Phnom Penh 
shortly afterwards. There was no 
word on when talks might re- 
sume. 

The Supreme National Council 
held only one formal meeting, at 
the opening session Monday at 
the Cambodian embassy. For the 
next two days, the factions stayed 
m their Bangkok hotel. 

The council currently consists 
of six government representatives 
and two from each of the three 
allied guerrilla groups: The 
Khmer Rouge, the forces of for- 
mer head of state Norodom Siha- 
nouk and the ■ Khmer People's 


National Liberation Front led by 
former Premier Son Sann. 

A plan adopted last month by 
the five permanent members of 
the U-N. Security Council, and 
embraced last week by the - 
Cambodian factions as a baas for 
a settlement,. says the council 
would be the sole source of au- 
thority in the period before elec- 
tions. But it would cede many of 
its powers to a U.N. interim 
authority and peacekeeping force 
that would guarantee the transi- 
tion to democratic rule. 

The guerrilla coalition wants 
Sihanouk as the council's I3th 
member and chairman. Hun Sen 
said Sihanouk could be chairman, 
but not an additional member, 
and the vice chairman should be 

from tbe Hun Sen camp. If Siha- 
nouk joined as the 13 member, 
the government said it also must 
have another member. 

Khmer Rouge leader Khieu 
Samp ban told a news conference 

that Hun Sen also wanted to lead 
tbe U.N. delegation if Sihanouk 
was the council chairman. Other 
guerrilla officials said they ob- 
jected to that because it would 
grant Hun Sen too much legi- 
timacy. 

Son Sann said if the guerrillas 


accepted Hun Sen as head of the 
U.N- delegation, “we accept the 
fait accompli of the occupation of 

Cambodia by the Vietnamese. 
We cannot accept that when we 
have fought for II years to liber- 
ate our country." 

In a statement Wednesday, the 
Khmer Rouge said that rejecting 
Sihanouk, "can only be construed 
as an attempt to kill the perma- 
nent five document and the 
Jakarta joint statement... and 
therefore to prolong the war in 
Cambodia.” 

It said Sihanouk is the only 
Cambodian statesman accepted 
by all Cambodians and other 
countries and only he can play a 
key role in achieving national 
reconciliation and implementa- 
tion of the U.N. plan. 

The Hun Sen side said if the 
leadership questions could not be 
resolved, it should have been 
deferred so that the council could 
address other issues, including 
arranging a ceasefire, ending out- 
side military aid, and choosing a 
delegation to the U.N. General 
Assembly. 

The guerrillas rejected this, a 
Hun Sen statement said, “prefer- 
ring to obstruct the (council) 
from solving other questions.” 


Tbe Genera] Assembly opened 
Tuesday, and its me m bers bad 
hoped that the seat currently 
occupied by the guerrilla coali- 
tion, led by Sihanouk, would be 
transferred to the Supreme 
Natioaal Council. 

A statement from the coali- 
tion's U.N. representation, dazed 
Tuesday, said the seat would be 
left “unattended” until a council 
chairman is elected. 

“I ask myself how come I have 
come into confrontation with 
Sihanouk when our object was to 
confront the Khmer Rouge,” 
Hun Sen told tbe news confer- 
ence Wednesday. 

“I would like to stress I have no 
intention to confront Prince Siha- 
nouk. but the question of princi- 
ple forced me.” be said. 

Sihanouk said from his Peking 
home that he was ill and could 
not attend the meetings in Jakar- 
ta or this week in Bangkok. 

His son and main representa- 
tive, Prince Norodom Ranariddh, 
also disrupted tbe Bangkok talks 
by leaving for Paris Tuesday and 
appointing a replacement on tbe 
Supreme National Council. 
Ranariddh denied he was boycot- 
ting the talks or blocking their 
success. 


Political violence continues m 
Soviet Georgia as polls near 


MOSCOW (R) — Unidentified 
gunmen burling petrol bombs and 
firing automatic weapons set fire 
to the headquarters of two rival 
nationalist group in Tbilisi, capit- 
al of Soviet Georgia, before dawn 
Wednesday. 

The independent Iberia News 
Agency said five people were 
wounded, two seriously, in the 
attacks, the latest in a series of 
violent incidents in the Trans- 
caucasian republic. 

“Three cars full of armed men 
attacked the headquarters of the 
radical Party of National Inde- 
pendence. tossing petrol bombs 
and firing from Kalashnikov 
rifles,” Zurab Kodalashvili. a 
journalist with Iberia, said by 
telephone. 

They set fire to the empty 
office on Tbilisi's main street. 


Rustaveli Prospekt. headed for 
the headquarters of another 
group, the National Democratic 
Party, broke in. beat up five 
guards and set the building on 
fire. 

The attackers fled, firing sawn- 
off shotguns and automatics. 
Kodalashvili said. 

The motive for the attack was 
not know. 

Nationalism in tbe Transcauca- 
sian republic boiled over in April 
1989 when 19 people were killed 
in Tbilisi by troops in an assault 
on a pro-independence rally. 

Gunbattles have broken out 
recently between rival groups and 
authorities are bracing for more 
violence before elections for the 
republic's official parliament on 
Oct. 28. 

The National Democratic Party 


and the Party of National Inde- 
pendence have both called on 
Georgians to boycott tbe polls 
and want to create a Georgian 
National Congress, bypassing the 
official parliament. 

Other groups, hoping to cap- 
ture a parliamentary majority and 
legislate Georgia's way to inde- 
pendence, have pledged to resist 
this campaign. 

Tbe attack followed the storm- 
ing of the Georgia offices of the 
KGB security agency by protes- 
ters demanding the release of a 
political activist. 

The official TASS news agency 
said demonstrators seized the 
first floor of the local KGB build- 
ing Sunday night, smashing furni- 
ture. breaking windows and steal- 
ing files. Others sealed off the 
main entrance to the Georgian 
Interior Ministry. 


S. Korea 

reshuffles 

cabinet 

SEOUL (R) — President Roh 
Tae-Woo sacked two ministers 
and transferred a third Wednes- 
day to counter criticism by South 
Koreans who blame the govern- 
ment for floods last week and are 
angry over farm policy. 

But the opposition demanded 
other ministers resign following 
the devastating floods that killed 
at least 127 people. 

A presidential spokesman said 
the reshuffle of the construction, 
agricultural and environmental 
portfolios was intended to 
accelerate recovery from the 
floods and to strengthen agricul- 
ture. 

Farmers have been angered by 
Seoul's participating in the cur- 
rent Uruguay round of global 
trade talks, fearing that opening 
agriculture markets will endanger 
their livelihoods. 

The main opposition Party for 
Peace and Democracy (PPD) said 
the floods around Seoul showed 
the inadequacy of the govern- 
ment’s anti-disaster policies. 

“President Roh shonld also 
have removed the prime minister, 
interior minister and mayor of 
Seoul to defuse a growing public 
anger. Today's cabinet reshuffle 
falls for short of tbe people's 
expectations." a PPD spokesman 
said. 

Another opposition group, the 
Democratic Party, said the entire 
24-member cabinet should resign. 

Kwon’s ministry has been criti- 
cised for failing to control tbe 
water levels in dam< along the 
Han River, which caused the 
floods in Seoul and surrounding 
areas. 

The surging Han swamped 
huge areas of farmland and level- 
led hundreds of booses after bur- 
sting its banks near a village 
northwest of Seoul. Property loss 
from the nation's worst down- 
pour in 70 years was estimated at 
$500 million. 

Agriculture Minister Kang Bo- 
Song was succeeded by Environ- 
ment Minister Cho Kyung-Shik. 
Cho’s post was filled by Hub 
Nam-Hoon. former vice-trade 
minister. 

The state-run Korea Broad- 
casting System said Kang was 
replaced in response to recent 
violent protests by farmers who 
have denounced Seoni's negotia- 
tions on opening domestic mar- 
kets to agricultural imports. 

Thousands of farmers battled 
with riot police in provincial cities 
this month after rallies deman- 
ding the government refuse to 
make concessions on reducing 
agricultural subsidies and remov- 
ing trade restrictions on farm 
products. 


Canada troops clash with 
Mohawks; scores injured 


MONTREAL (R) — A solution 
to the 10-week Mohawk crisis in 
Quebec seemed more elusive 
than ever Wednesday after Cana- 
dian soldiers clashed with Indians 
in a brawl that left scores injured. 

The violence broke out Tues- 
day afternoon when Mohawks 
confronted 100 soldiers who had 
been airlifted onto an island in 
tbe Kahnawake Reservation 
south of Montreal to search for 
illegal weapons. 

About 200 native men, women 
and children advanced on die 
soldiers, jostling and punching 
several of them. 

An army spokesman said be- 
tween five and seven soldiers 
were injured in the fighting. 

Television cameras showed a 
Mohawk punching a soldier and 
bloodying bis nose. Another sol- 
dier was knocked down, kicked 
and struck repeatedly over the 
bead with his own helmet. 


The soldiers bet tbe Indians 
back with their rifle butts and 
fired tear gas into the crowd. 
Several natives were hurt as they 
leapt into the icy waters between 
tbe Tekakwitha Island and the 
reservation's mainland to escape 
the gas. 

Doctor Louis Montour of tbe 
Karen Memorial Hospital on tbe 
reservation said a 1 5-year-old girl 
whose hip might have been 
broken and a 24-year-old man 
with an injured knee were taken 
to the Montreal General Hos- 
pital. 

He said up to 75 natives were 
treated for tear gas exposure and 
then released. 

Soldiers fired rounds into the 
air as more Mohawks swept down 
from tbe reservation to confront 
them. Six hours after they had 
landed, the troops were airlifted 
off the reservation. 


Delhi students try to burn 
themselves in protest 


NEW DELHI ( R > — Three De- 
lhi University students set them- 
selves ablaze Wednesday in pro- 
test against plans to reserve more 
government jobs for Hinduism's 
lower castes. 

Riot policemen dropped tear- 
gas canisters, guns and batons and 
rushed forward to save the stu- 
dents' lives, suffering burns them- 
selves as they tore off or beat at 
blazing clothes. 

The three students were taken 
to hospital, one of them with 
bums on about 50 per cent of his 
bodv. 


About 1.0110 students. 300 riot 
police and journalists had 
gathered outside a university col- 
lege on the southern outskirts of 
the Indian capital, expecting stu- 
dent road blockades and clashes 
with police similar to those which 
started five weeks aco. 

Students in the upper castes of 
Hinduism's rigid hierarchy have 
led protests throughout north In- 
dia against plans announced last 
month to increase the proportion 
of government jobs set aside for 
low castes to nearly 50 per cent. 


Top U.S. 
official 
flies to 
Monrovia 

FREETOWN. Sierra Leone 
(AP) — U.S. Assistant Secretary 
of State Herman Cohen flew 
Tuesday to tbe embattled Libe- 
rian capital of Monrovia and met 
with rebel leader Prince Johnson 
as machinegons fire tore through 
the air near the U.S. embassy. 

Coben is on a peace mission 
that will take him to several West 
African nations including Ivory 
Coast, where be said he hoped to 
meet Johnson’s rival, rebel leader 
Charles Taylor, Western diplo- 
mats in Freetown said. 

The British Broadcasting Corp. 
(BBC) reported that Cohen ar- 
rived as Brig. -Gen. David Nun- 
ley, the officer who took over 
from slain President Samuel Doe, 
announced his remaining troops 
were fighting their way through 
downtown Monrovia toward the 
dry port to protect supporters 
who are waiting to be evacuated. 

Nunley accused the five-nation 
West African Task Force de- 
ployed to enforce a ceasefire of 
failing to protect Doe’s suppor- 
ters. who have been hunted down 
and slaughtered by rebels since 
tbe Liberian leader died in rebel 
hands on Sept. 10. 

Nunley’s statement came after 
three days of burning, looting and 
shooting by his men. 

Gunfire echoed across the 
capital as the remnants of Doe's 
army battled Johnson's fighters. 


JaruzelsKi 
to step 
down early 
as president 

WARSAW (AP) — Gen. Wo- 
jdech Jarnzelski, who as Com- 
munist leader tried to crush Soli- 
darity in 1981 and all but surren- 
dered power last year, will step 
down early as president, his office 
announced Wednesday. 

The move will allow Poland, 
the fust East Bloc country to oust 
ruling Communists when a Soli- 
darity-led government was 
formed last year, to complete its 
transition to democracy with the 
.popular election of a president. 

‘ On Monday, Solidarity Chair- 
man Lech Walesa became tbe 
first person to declare his can- 
didacy for tbe post- Prime Minis- 
ter Tadeusz Mazowiedd also is 
known to be considering a bid for 
president. 

Parliament is to begin debate 
Thursday on a schedule for the 
elections, which are expected as 
early as this fall and no later than 
tbe spring. 

Jaruzelski's announcement 
came a day after he met with 
Walesa and Mazowiecki and they 
agreed on accelerating plans for 
bolding post-Communist Po- 
land's first fully democratic 
general elections. 

The current parliament, 
elected last year, includes holdov- 
ers from the old leadership who 
as part of a political compromise 
took seats without a challenge at 
tbe polls. 

A spokesman for Jaruzelski 
said in a statement that the gener- 
al wishes parliament “to enable 
him to transfer the office be bolds 
to a president chosen in a general 
election.” 

Jaruzelski was elected to a six- 
year term as president by parlia- 
ment in July 1989, with some 
support from Solidarity mem- 
bers, largely to smooth relations 
with the Soviet Union in tbe early 
months of democratic change. 
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S. African police briefly 
detain Winnie Mandela 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Police briefly detained Winnie 
Mandela Wednesday after stop- 
ping her car at a road Mock and_ 
finding spent cartridges in her* 
vehicle, witnesses said. 

Mrs. Mandela, who is to face 
charges of kidnapping and assault 
in a 1988 incident, was travelling 
to visit residents in Ac Tokoza 
township when she was stopped 
at a police roadblock. 

Fotice searched her car, -found 
spent cartridges and then took 
Mrs. Mandela to the local police 
station, witnesses said. She was 
released shortly afterward. 

Mrs. Mandela, wife of African 
National Congress leader Nelson 

Mandela, told police the car- 
tridges were given to her by local 
residents, witnesses said. 

The government Tuesday said 
it would prosecute Mrs. Mandela 
to a case two yeazs ago in which 
fonr yonths were allegedly 
abducted and beaten at her 
house. 

One of them was killed, and 
the bead of Mrs. Mandela’s for- 
mer bodyguard unit,, Jerry 
Richardson, has been convicted 
of murder, kidnapping and. 
assault. 

Tbe three surviving men testi- 


fied that Mrs. Mandela beat them 
with a whip. 

Mrs. Mandela faces four 
countrs of kidnapping and four 
fftmrft! of assau ft and is expected 
to be formally charged Monday. 

Neither Mrs. Mandela nor her 

husband have commented on tine 
pending charges, but they have 
said previously they would wel- 
come the chance for her to de- 
fend herself in court. 

The ANC said it objected to 
Mrs. Mandela’s “trial by media ," 
but did criticise the government 

Also Wednesday, President 

F.W. de Klerk met with his 
cabinet and Mandela conferred 
with his African National Con- 
gress as both sides sought solu- 
tions Wednesday to the violence 
in black townships around Johan- 
nesburg. 

The government’s decision to 
prosecute Mis. Mandela for kid- 
napping and assault also was like- 
ly to come up at the two meet- 
ings. 

Local media reports said de 
Klerk was expected to announce 
additional steps to curb the vio- 
lence, possibly a dosk-to-dawn 
curfew in black areas near Johan- 
■ nesborg. 


Former Gibraltar governor 
survives attack by gunmen 


LONDON (R) — Surgeons 
worked through the night to save 
a former governor of Gibraltar 
wounded in a bafl of bullets fired 
at his home by a suspected Irish 
nationalist guerrilla. 

One surgeon said Wednesday 
they removed three bullets and 
“literally dozens" of bullet frag- 
ments from Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Peter Terry, who as Gibraltar’s 
governor approved a controver- 
sial commando "Operation in which 
three Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) guerrillas were lolled. 

Terry, 63, was in intensive care 
after a series of operations that 
lasted more than five hours bat 


surgeon John Lotz said his condi- 
tion was stable. 

Police said tbe attack bore tbe 
hallmarks of the IRA 

Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcber, visiting Hungary, said: 
“Tbe IRA now seem to be going 
for people who are defenceless at 
die time they are attacked. It is 
thoroughly cowardly.” 

On Tuesday, before the attack 
on Terry, the IRA admitted it 
was r esponsible for a wave of 
bombing and shooting^ across Bri- 
tain in the past sir weeks in its 
guerrilla camp ai g n to end British 
rale in Northern Ireland. 


Ozone hole detected early this year 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Antarctic ozone hole has been 
detected a month earlier this year 
than in the past, due to improved 
methods of measuring the che- 
mical, federal officials have re- 
ported. 

Instruments aboard a polar 
orbiting satellite detected the be- 
ginning of an ozone bole on Aug. 
22, and the region of depleted 
ozone has enlarged since then, 
the National Oceanic and Atmos- 
pheric Administration (NOAA) 
announced Tuesday. 

The thin layer of ozone high in 
the Earth's atmosphere protects 
the planet from dangerous ultra- 
violet radiation from the sun. 
Manmade chemicals, particu- 


larly chlorofluorocarbons, can 
damage that layer and scientists 
fear an increase of skin cancer 
and other damage to humans, 
animals and plants could occur if 
the thinning occurs over a popu- 
lated region. 

Tbe so-called bole, actually a 
region of depleted ozone, has 
been detected during several re- 
cent Antarctic winters. 

In tbe past, however, instru- 
ments have been able to measure 
ozone only using visible light. 
Because Antarctica has nearly six 
months of darkness in its winter, 
detection of the ozone hole has. 
been possible only after mid- 
September in past years. 

Now, NOAA reported, satel- 


lite-borne instruments have been 
used to measure ozone using in- 
frared radiation, allowing the 
ozone hole to be detected during 
the darkness. 

The ozone hole is generally 
worst in October, which is spring- 
time in that reigon. 

NOAA officials said that they 
have collected infrared measure- 
ments from the region for several 
years but only now have figured 
out how to use this data to calcu- 
late the ozone - loss during the 
Antarctic darkness. 

That past data remains in stor- 
age and scientists hope that they 
can now use it to calculate dates 
and strength of the ozone hole for 
past years. 


U.S. to close or cut operations at 150 military bases 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
worldwide U.S. military pre- 
sence. built up over decades to 
face tbe perceived Soviet 
menace, wifi be cut substantially 
in response to warming East- 
West relations and a U.S. budget 
crunch at home. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney said Tuesday the Penta- 
gon will begin closing 127 bases 
and cutting operations at 23 
others in 10 countries starting 
next year. 

Most of the cuts will be in West 
Germany, where the United 
States currently has about 
190,000 soldiers stationed as part 
of NATO forced long arrayed 
against tbe now-collapsed War- 
saw Pact. 

“It will certainly be the biggest 
such move since after World War 
II." said Pentagon spokesman 
Pete Williams. He said tbe move 
would help address expected 
U.S. and Soviet cuts under a 
pending Conv entional Forces in 
Europe (CFE) Agreement. 

“In reviewing our needs for 
forces through tbe mid-1990s and 


in light of declining defence 
budgets, we continue to identify 
locations overseas where we can 
reduce our forces.” Cheney said 
in a statement released by the 
Pentagon. 

“The U.S. military will end its 
operations at 94 sites in Ger- 
many, 1 1 in Spain, nine in Korea, 
three each in Greece. Italy, tbe 
United Kingdom and Australia 
and at one site in Japan.” 

Operations also will be reduced 
ax 14 sites in Germany, three in* 
Korea, two in Spain and one each 
in Italy. Japan, Canada and Ber- 
muda. he said. 

Williams declined to predict 
bow many American troops 
might come borne, but he told , 
reporters he expected more base 
announcements in the future. 

He said many of tbe cuts will be 
at small sites such as comnnmicat- 
kns fa tiBties. box three major air 
bases will be dosed: Torrejon 
near Madrid, and Lindsey and 
Hessich Oidendorf in West Ger- 
many. 

There is little need for tbe 
Torrejon facility now that Spain 


has ordered U.S. F-16 based 
there to leave. Those jets are 
expected to move to Italy by 
1992. 

It was the second such base- 
dosing announcement by Cheney 
this year in response to warming 
U.S. -Soviet relations and a 
budget crunch at home. In Janu- 
ary, be announced the shut-down 
of 14 overseas facilities and asked 
the U.S. Congress to agree to 
dose or reduce operations in 
another 55 in tbe United States. 

Under U.S. law, Cheney can 
dose overseas bases without con- 
gressional approval, although 
lawmakers can influence fee out- 
come through budget controls. 
Domestic base closings are a 
touchy political and financial 
issue in Congress, where lawmak- 
ers often seek to preserve bases in 
their home states. 

Bonn welcomed Tuesday's 
Washington announcement that 
tbe United States woud withdraw 
troops from West Germany, but 
said it was also important that tire 
U.S. retain some military pre- 
sence. 


“The withdrawal of a large 
number of American troops is a 
dear sign of the efforts for dis- 
armament in Europe," the De- 
fence Ministry said in a state- 
ment. 

It said about 60,000 of the 

190.000 U.S. troops now here 
would leave by 1997.! 

East and West Germany, on 
the front line during the cold war, 
have been among the most heavi- 
ly militarised areas in the world. 

Moscow has agreed to with- 
draw its contingent of more than 

350.000 troops from East Ger- 
many over the next four years, 
-bat Bonn wants'lts Western allies 
to retain a presence. 

“It is especially important, also 
for the Atlantic alliance, that the 
U.S. is prepared to continue to 
keep armed forces on tbe terri- 
tory of the Federal Republic of 
Germany,” the Bonn statement 
•said. 

Departure of the troops is like- 
ly to have a negative effect on 
local economies in some parts of 
West Germany. 


Solzhenitsyn urges democracy in Russia without Western cultural ‘garbage’ 


MOSCOW (AP) — A Soviet 
newspaper Tuesday published an 
article by Alexander Solzhenitsyn 
urging a populist revival of demo- 
cracy and spirituality in Russia 
without Western cultural “gar- 
bage" or capitalist exploitation. 

“The time of Communism is 
over." the exiled Nobel laureate 
wrote. “But its concrete structure 
hasn’t collapsed yer. And lei us 
not find ourselves under its rub- 
ble instead of becoming free." 

Solzhenitsyn. 71. wrote the 
article at his home in tbe United 
States. It was published in a 
special supplement to the refor- 
mist newspaper Komsomols kaya" 
Pravda and took up the equiva- 
lent of four full pages. 

The publication of Solzhenit- 
syn’s hopes for his homeland rep- 
resented another step in his offi- 
cial re-emergence in the Soviet 
Union. His long-banned books 


are being published in the Nation 
that expelled hire in 1974 for 
treason, just fonr years after be 
won the Nobel Prize for btera- 
mre. 

Last month. President Mikhail 
S. Gorbachev ordered his 
citizenship restored. 

At Tuesday's session of the 
Supreme Soviet parliament, 
many legislators were seen read- 
ing die Solzhenitsyn tract in their 
seats. 

In the article, titled How We 
Can Russia Comfortable. Solzhe- 
nitsyn reiterated his long-held 
preference for spirituality over 
materialism, desire for a unified 
Slavic nation, disdain for Western 
“pop-mass culture" and belief 
that a democratic society can 
exist under a powerful leader. 

Solzhenitsyn, who made bis 
literary and political reputation 
by describing life in Soviet prison’ 


camps in books such as One Day 
In the life of [van Denisovich 
2 nd The Gulag Archipelago, 
lashed out against Communism 
and its legacy. 

• 

“We have to admit that the. 
whole 20th century has been 
cruelly lost by our country." he 
wrote. "Tbe achievements that 
»e were shouting about are all 
imaginary- From a flourishing 
Kate. we have been thrown back 
to a half-savage state. We are 
bankrupt." 

He cautioned that anarchy 
could strike the Soviet Union as it 
emerges from decades of totali- 
tarianism- 

“We shouldn't be trapped as 
our grandfathers and fathers of 
1917 were ... we shouldn’t be- 
come a toy of tempting slogans 
and eloquent speakers," be 
wrote. 

Solzhenitsyn suggested forming 


a single nation, or “Russian Un- 
ion." of Russia. Byelorussia and 
the Ukraine. He said tbe other 12 
Soviet republics luve different 
cultures and should be allowed to 
secede. 

“To keep the great empire 

dooms people to death," he 

wrote. 

Byelorussia and tbe Ukraine 
should not be tied to Russia by 
, force, but “to divide the Ukraine 
from Russia means to cut through 
millions of families.— brothers, 
don't let us have such cruel 
separation," be said. 

Throughout the article, Solzhe- 
nitsyn argued for a populist reviv- 
al “from below," saying that Rus- 
sia’s villages and rural areas 
should be the starting point for 
the emergence of democracy and 
a healthy economy. 

Solzhenitsyn also wrote that 
collective farms should be broken 


up and tbe land returned to pri- 
vate fanners. 

“Private ownership of land ... 
guarantees lon-term improve- 
ment, rather than exhaustion, of 
the soil, and only with it can be 
sure that our agriculture will not 
move backward." Solzhenitsyn 
wrote. 

He cautioned, however, 
against letting foreigners buy 
Russian land and forests. 

“We shouldn’t tempt the West- 
ern capital on conditions benefi- 
cial for it and humiliating for u$... 
We win not be able to correct the 
results of such a sale and we wil] 
turn into a colony," he warned. 

Solzhenitsyn urged women to 
return to the home and raise 
children called for textbooks to 
be revised or thrown away, and 
said atheistic propaganda should 
be seized immediately. 

He said russian youth, by emu- 
lating those in the West, were 


being led in the direction of “a 
barbaric copying of something 
alien to os." 

“Our historic iron curtain per- 
fectly protected our country from 
everything good in the West, 
from civflian freedom, respect for 
personality, tbe right of diverse 
personal activity. ... 

“But tins curtain didn’t extend 
to the very bottom, and through 
the opening, ‘pojwnass culture’ 
md vulgar fashion has been leak- 
ing," be said. “And tins garb a ge 
has been greedily accepted by our 
deprived youth.” 

Solzhenitsyn mid in the article 

that any royalties he earns from it 

shoul be given to victims of the 
Gmnobyl nuclear accident 

“We should get down on 
bended knee before Byelorussia 
and the Ukraine for tike Cher- 
nobyl tragedy, which happened 
became of the fools of the Soviet 

system,” he said. 



Virus set to halt 
personal computers 
this Saturday 

SYDNEY (R) — A flawed com- 
puter virus programme, first de- 
tected in Israel bat which has 
since spread, is .set to “freeze” 
personal computers throughout 

the world on Sept. 22, Australian 
scientists said Wednesday. Com- 
puter specialist Emlyn Creevy of 
the Queensland University of 
Technology said by telephone 
that the hard-to-d elect program- 
me, known as “frodo,” will halt 
all operations in infected compu- 
ters from Sept. 22. He said that 
although tiie vims does not im- 
mediately destroy computer data 
once, activated, other researchers 
report that if used often it cor- 
rupts files with gibberish. Creevy, 
leader of the university’s Compu- 
ter Virus Information Gronp, 
said the. debilitating programme 
was discovered in Australian gov- 
erne rant computers in August. 
“It takes over your system and 
does everything it can to interrupt 
(operations),” he said from Bris- 
bane. Professor Bill Caelli, direc- 
tor of the university's Informa- 
tion Security Research Centre,* 
said die vims affects all IBM and 
IBM-compatible personal com- 
puters (PCs) relying on the DOS 
system. He said it was first unco- 
vered in computers of the Israeli 
army in April and has since been 
found in computers in Britain and 
the United States. Hie virus has 
spread via computer bulletin 
boards, public domain software, 
and sharing of programmes, 
Caelli said. 

Pastor accused of 
trying to ‘beat the 
devil’ out of man 

HONDO, Texas (AP) — A pas- 
tor and two church members ac- 
cused of trying to “beat the devil” 
out of a south Texas man have 
gone on trial on false imprison- 
ment charges. The Rev. James 
Douglas Price. 42, pastor of First 
Assembly of God Church, arid 
brothers Robert Leo Nixon Jr., 
4%,flnd Alvin Ray NixonJU,are 
accused of false imprisonment in 
(he Jan: 29 incident. According to 
a grand jury indictment, the three 
used force and intimidation to 
detain Evertt Wenners, 43, and ’ 
slapped him' and poured oil on 
him as part of a religious rite. Dr. 
Ricardo Castillo, who treated 
Wiemers for facial 'and shoulder 
injuries, testified Monday that 
Wenners told him several men 
tried to beat the devil out of him 
in an exorcism. The doctor said 
Weimcrs told him that before the 
beating he spoke with Price and 
told him he had been despondent 
over marital and financial prob- 
lems. “Tbe preacher told him 
the reason he was feeling that 
way was that he had the devil in 
him and needed to be exorcised,” 
the doctor said. “Then the 
preacher went to get some more 
parishioners to beat it ont of his 
system.” 

Bulgarian makes 
’biggest* tobacco 
pipe 

SOFIA (R) — A Bulgarian 
woodcarver who has made what 
be claims is the world’s biggest 
tobacco pipe took a mighty puff 
— with the help of a vacuum 
cleaner. “Onlookers watched as 
the pipe was lit with torch, kin- 
dled with a vacuum cleaner and 
pat out with a fire extinguisher,” 
the state news agency BTA said. 

Rancher sticks 
neck out for 
ostrich meat 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Doug 
Stickler is sticking his neck out 
for ostrich meat. Stickler, who 
with his older brother Mike have 
an Ostrich spread in the middle of 
Oklahoma Panhandle Cattle 
country, predict meal from the 
bareheaded bird will be the 
health food of the ’90s. The Stick- 
lers have brought four of t heir 
flightless flock to the Los Angeles 
County Fair in Pomona. “It won’t 
be long until you see people 
caring Kentucky fried ostrich” 

Stickler said in a telephone inter- 
view Sunday, “ft’s definitely the 
future." The Oklahoma rancher 
said the meat is low in cholester- 
ol, high fo protein and tastes like 
steak with the texture of veal. 
Stickler said doctors and D e trition 
experts who have seen the future 
are investing .in ostriches. The 
j'OJJsttO per pound (S22 per 
kilogramme), since there are so 
few of die birds in the United 
States. But Dong figures in 20 . 
years, he’ll be giving the beef-a- 
run for its money. “At first, «e 
got a lot of teasing from the area 
randiers. They thought we were 
crazy," he said. “Well, those 
coming down to see what we’re 
doing." 
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